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Chairman Hite, Vice Chairman Sykes and Members of the Committee, My name is Carrie
Scheiderer and I serve as the Central Region Tech Prep Consultant at Central Ohio Technical
College located in Newark, Ohio. I also serve on the Ohio Career-Technical Administrators
(OCTA) Executive Board. I appreciate this opportunity to testify on HB 49, the State of Ohio

Biennial Budget bill.

I have served in my current role since 2011 as Central Region Tech Prep Consultant. During that
time I’ve worked closely to build bridges and opportunities for career-tech students in my area
and across the state. As a Tech Prep Consultant, we are truly connecting secondary and post-
secondary institutions in Ohio to create a multitude of opportunities for the state’s Career-Tech

students.

Last week during this subcommittee’s hearing, three career center directors and two
superintendents shared with you how we impact students and districts statewide. 1’d like to share
how we directly benefit students on a day-to-day basis. Daily we work to find and build
opportunities for CTE students. My office is located on Central Ohio Technical College’s
campus, as you can see on the attached Tech Prep Regional Contacts document and map, but I

work with multiple career centers and colleges to ensure that students have pathways from their



specific career center programs into not only my college and others across the state, but also
adult education, apprenticeship, and workforce opportunities. We are an active network of
statewide coordinators that help create connections for Ohio’s Career-Tech students. We also
ensure that students, parents, teachers, administrators, and counselors know and understand all of
the options that are available. There are so many college credit options and pathways available
to students, but if they don’t know about them and can’t access them, they are useless. Daily, I
receive calls and emails from career center staff asking me to explain the different college credit
options and workforce development opportunities for students, and to come train their staff and

share these opportunities with their students.

Last year alone, Tech Prep managed over 1500 college credit agreements. There is a lot of work
that goes into creating these agreements and bringing together secondary and post-secondary
faculty to review high school and college courses. We coordinate all of this work and we also
provide assistance to students who are accessing their credit. Daily I sit down with teachers and
administrators at career centers and college faculty and deans to help create college credit and in-
demand pathways for students. We are truly the go-to coordinators across the state to help
bridge the gap for students between secondary, post-secondary, adult, apprenticeship and
workforce options. If our funding is decreased and eliminated, this network will be gone.
Secondary and post-secondary schools don’t have the time or resources to create these networks
and relationships on their own as you heard in last week’s testimony from some of our career

center directors. They depend on us daily for this work and support.

In my role, I work across several regions to create career pathways, specifically the Central and
Southeast Regions. Since we have college locations in both areas, I’'m able to provide many

options for students around the regions. As Tech Prep Consultants we understand secondary



education, post-secondary education, apprenticeships, and workforce demands. We are able to
help bridge the gap between all of these entities and provide understanding between all partners
to benefit students. In the past, a lot of colleges, adult education centers, and secondary career-
tech centers haven’t worked together to benefit students because they didn’t understand what
each entity provided. We are able to help all of these partners come together to create options
that benefit students and save them time and money. We accomplish this by promoting

partnerships and facilitating one-on-one meetings and professional development.

As I talk with career-tech educators from other states, they look to states like ours for direction
and guidance. They don’t have statewide networks in place like Ohio does through our network
of Tech Prep centers. Their secondary and post-secondary, apprenticeship, and workforce
systems are not joined together like ours through our valuable networks of Tech Prep
Consultants. It’s difficult for their secondary career centers to find partnerships with post-
secondary partners. If our funding is decreased or eliminated, Ohio will be taking a step back.

These networks will disappear and will negatively impact the students of Ohio.

While I have discussed career technical education with you today, please be aware that funding

for Tech Prep is not included in the CTE funding. It is a stand-a-lone item in Section 265.200

under Career Technical Education Enhancements on lines 97484 through 97493.

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee now is not the time to cut career technical
education in Ohio and specifically the networks we have created and maintained for years. We
respectfully request that funding for Tech Prep be restored in the coming biennial budget under

the Tech Prep Expansion Grant line item.



Thank you for your consideration and I am happy take answer any questions you may have about

career technical education and the valuable role of Tech Prep.



Ohio College Tech Prep

Building Quality Career Pathways

A

Regional Center Points of Contact

Central Region www.techprepcentral.org

Northwest Region www.techprepnwo.org

Kathy Siebenaler Wilson
Chief Administrator
University of Toledo
419.530.7229
kathy.wilson@utoledo.edu

Jim Jennings

Regional Coordinator/Data Manager
University of Toledo

419.530.7227
james.jennings@utoledo.edu

Dawn Thompson

Regional Coordinator
University of Toledo
419.530.7228
dawn.thompson2@utoledo.edu

Judy Ennis

Regional Coordinator
Owens Community College
567.661.7976
judith.ennis@utoledo.edu

Karen Bleeks

Regional Coordinator

Northwest State Community College
419.267.1352
kbleeks@northweststate.edu

Dawn Wagner

Regional Coordinator

Terra State Community College
419.559.2260
dwagnerO1@terra.edu

Stephen Peck

Regional Coordinator
Rhodes State College
419.995.8811
peck.s@rhodesstate.edu

Barbara Yontz

Regional Coordinator

Clark State Community College
937.328.3888
yontzb@clarkstate.edu

Deb Holthaus

Regional Coordinator

Edison State Community College
937.778.7981
dholthaus@edisonohio.edu

Pat Militzer

Secretary

University of Toledo
419.530.7239
pat.militzer@utoledo.edu

Southwest Region www.techprepswohio.org

Terry Benedict

Chief Administrator

Central Area, Regional Coordinator
Cincinnati State Technical

and Community College
513.218.1350
terry.benedict@cincinnatistate.edu

Rita Graf

Area South, Regional Coordinator
Shawnee State University
740.351.3370
rgraf@shawnee.edu

Katie Bauer

Area North, Regional Coordinator
Sinclair Community College
937.512.5161
kathryn.bauer@Sinclair.edu

East Central Region www.ectechprep.com

Kelly Herold

Chief Administrator
The University of Akron
330.972.8832
kherold@uakron.edu

Jennie Koch
Regional Coordinator
Kent State University
330.672.5863
jroyer5@kent.edu

Arlene Floyd

Regional Coordinator
Youngstown State University
330.941.2333
afloyd@ysu.edu

Melanie Tichy

Regional Administrative Assistant
Kent State University
330.672.5863

mhardy@kent.edu

Tom Kluding

Chief Administrator

North Central State College
419.755.5659
tkluding@ncstatecollege.edu

Barbara Trent
Regional Coordinator
Columbus State
Community College
614.237.5295
btrent@cscc.edu

Carrie Scheiderer

Regional Coordinator

Central Ohio Technical College
740.334.3445
cscheide@cotc.edu

Dave Gorenflo

Regional Coordinator
Marion Technical College
740.386.4179
gorenflod@mtc.edu

Ruth Ann Falconer

Regional Coordinator

Columbus State Community College
614.287.3865

rfalcone@cscc.edu

Northeast Region www.techprepnecenter.com

Andrew Cox

Chief Administrator

Cuyahoga Community College
216.987.0496
andrew.cox@tri-c.edu

Deborah J. Benson

Center Coordinator

Cuyahoga Community College
216.987.4047
deborah.benson@tri-c.edu

Jamie Bollinger

Regional Coordinator
Cuyahoga Community College
216.987.5626
jamie.bollinger@tri-c.edu

Sally DelLong

Regional Coordinator
College Tech Prep Office
Lakeland Community College
440.525.7493
sdelong2@lakelandcc.edu

Deanna Strauss

Regional Coordinator

Lorain County Community College
440.366.7625
dstrauss@lorainccc.edu

Southeast Region www.techprepseo.org

Ken Bowald

Chief Administrator
Washington State
Community College
740.885.5661
kbowald@wscc.edu

Crissy D’Aquila

Regional Coordinator
Belmont College
740.699.3845
cdaquila@belmontcollege.edu

Melanie DiCarlo
Regional Coordinator
Eastern Gateway
Community College
740.266.0802
mdicarlo@egcc.edu

Frits Rizor

Regional Coordinator
Hocking College
740.753.7149
rizorf@hocking.edu

Rita Graf
Regional Coordinator

Rio Grande Community College
740.351.3370

rgraf@shrgraf@shawnee.edu

Katie Good

Regional Coordinator
Zane State College
740.588.1325
kgood@zanestate.edu



Ohio College Tech Pre
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To increase student access to quality career-technical education pathways by connecting
secondary and postsecondary partners and leading the development of state-approved

Programs of Study

Ohio College Tech Prep Regional Centers

Six Ohio College Tech Prep Regional Centers serve as the liaison to Ohio’s 91 career-technical planning districts,
23 community colleges and 14 universities to ensure high-quality career-technical education programs for students.
The Regional Centers work with partners to increase student access to quality career-technical education pathways
that provide opportunities to earn college credit while in high school.

Regional Centers are jointly managed by the Ohio Department of Higher Education and the Ohio Department of
Education’s Office of Career-Technical Education.

Northwest Tech Prep Regional Center
techprepnwo.org

Southwest Tech Prep Regional Center
www.techprepswohio.org

Central Tech Prep Regional Center
www.techprepcentral.org

Northeast Tech Prep Regional Center
www.techprepnecenter.com

www.ectechprep.com

Southeast Tech Prep Regional Center
www.techprepseo.org

Ohio College Tech Prep Information

education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/College-Tech-Prep
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