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Chairman Hite, Vice-Chair Sykes and members of the Senate Finance – Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on a subject I am very passionate about, pupil transportation in Ohio.
I am currently the transportation supervisor for the St. Marys City School in Auglaize County and have been in that position since 1995. I began driving bus in 1988 and have worked on school buses since 1982 while still attending Fort Jennings High School. My parents were bus drivers; I rode the “yellow bus” to school, and my son rides the bus in St. Marys. The yellow bus has been a major part of my life and providing safe and efficient transportation is my job and passion.

School transportation in Ohio is big business requiring 14,000 buses to transport 800,000 students daily. These students are our future and most precious cargo, and they are the reason for providing safe and efficient transportation. 

Base Transportation Funding

Over the years transportation funding has changed and the current budget proposal continues the cycle:

The executive budget and House Budget bill propose reducing the minimum state percentage for districts from 50% to 37.5% in FY 2018 and 25% in FY 2019. Office of Budget and Management Director Keen indicated  this modification reduces the upward adjustment for higher capacity districts. This change allows us to better target limited state resources to districts with lower capacity, which is the intent of the formula.
This change in funding has the net effect of reducing funding to over 300 public school districts, without increasing the funding to any of our lower capacity districts.  In fact, the only result of the formula is to decrease the state’s share of pupil transportation funding by $54.2 million in FY 2018 and $19.6 million in FY 2019.

I encourage the Committee to consider maintaining the FY 2017 level of funding while also maintaining the 50% state minimum share.  I would like to point out that even under the current formula, all districts are only partially funded for pupil transportation.
Bus Purchase Funding
Funding for bus purchases was last provided in FY 2009 and had seen significant decreases in the years prior. It would be beneficial if we could implement the 2000 model which saw schools receive 50% for new buses and then 100% for special needs and non-public buses. The basis for replacement could be based on age, mileage and body condition. 

Our school buses are required to be maintained in a safe working order and must pass annual and spot inspections by the Ohio State Highway Patrol. Between the weather in Ohio and the use of corrosives on the roadways, the toll on our buses is severe.  Bus bodies and the undercarriages are rusting away. As a mechanic I see this on a daily basis. Although we continue to do our best to repair the buses, we are past the point where repairs are exceeding the value of the bus.
Newer buses, just like newer cars, are less costly to maintain, are more fuel efficient, are more environmentally friendly and are safer for our students.   

In looking at bus cost, we just recently purchased a 84 passenger transit bus at a cost of $86,800 including trade in and a few options. Base prices from our last bid range from $73,250 for 54 passenger conventional bus up to $91,242 for an 84 passenger lift bus. With 100% of the cost being placed on local districts it is easy to see why bus fleets are aging and maintenance costs are rising.

As a reference I have provided the numbers on a few buses from the St.Marys City Schools:

Bus #

Model Year

MPG

Maintenance Cost parts only

#7

1999


4.5 mpg
$5493

#17

2009


5.6 mpg
$1470

#13

2014


6.6 mpg
$321

#9

2015


7.4 mpg
$196

When you look at the difference in mpg and use 10,000 annual miles and fuel cost of $1.94 per gallon the 1999 bus has fuel cost of $4310 and the 2015 has fuel cost of $2620. This is a savings of $1690 per year, multiplied by the number of buses in a fleet the savings can be substantial. 
When you look at maintenance cost vs age and increased fuel economy, there is a noticeable cost savings with new buses.

If the state would once again help districts purchase school buses, districts could operate more cost effectively and increase the safety of our students. Investing this money in transportation would help to reduce the operating costs of our buses, and would free up local funds to be spent in the classroom for our students.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. If there are any questions, I will be happy to answer to best of my ability.

Thank you,

Dan Grothause

Transportation Supervisor

St. Marys City Schools



PAGE  
3

