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Good morning. Thank you Chairman Burke and Ranking Member Tavares, for the opportunity to provide a few final comments in support of HB 286 today.  My name is Jeff Stephens, Government Relations Director for the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN  
ACS CAN supports this legislation, which creates a palliative care and quality of life advisory council to help the state identify measures to eventually expand access to and awareness of palliative care in Ohio.  Research has shown that palliative care improves quality of life, extends life, and saves money.  

That said, let me be clear about the intent of this legislation; it is by no means a mandate for providers to reimburse for palliative care services. It doesn’t compel any providers or systems, especially Medicaid, to extend coverage for palliative care services. 

The intent of the bill, and the language in the bill, would require these two actions:

· Create a palliative care and quality of life interdisciplinary council, 

· Establish a palliative care consumer and professional information & education program.

There are a few specific objectives for each of the above actions…but, no requirement or mandates that would add coverage and/or costs to providers. 
Similar bills have been moving in state legislatures across the country in the past several years.  To date, approximately twenty states have passed this legislation. And, as a reminder, HB286 passed the Ohio House with a unanimous vote last fall. 

Thank you, Chairman Burke, for the opportunity to testify on this important policy. We urge the committee’s support of this legislation.  I’d be happy to answer any questions.
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