The Honorable Senator Kevin Bacon
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor
Columbus, OH 43215

June 26, 2017
Dear Senator Bacon and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee:

As health care providers who care for the men, women, and families in Ohio, we strongly oppose Senate
Bill 145. This bill would dictate how physicians should perform a safe, medically proven procedure and
would irreparably compromise the patient-provider relationship.

By outlawing the standard D&E abortion procedure, this bill prevents Ohio physicians from providing
individualized care based on each patient’s unique needs and circumstances, a cornerstone of the
patient-provider relationship. Every pregnancy, and every patient, is different; for many people, the
alternatives to a standard D&E abortion are more medically complex, and can increase risks and side
effects. This interference in the patient-provider relationship is dangerous, and could prevent patients
from accessing critical care.

For these reasons, the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), the nation's
leading group of physicians providing health care for women, opposes these bans, saying they
“represent legislative interference at its worst: doctors will be forced, by ill-advised, unscientifically
motivated policy, to provide lesser care to patients.” ACOG further notes that “[m]edical decisions about
reproductive health — especially given the complex circumstances that often accompany second
trimester abortions — should be made by each individual woman in consultation with those she trusts
most, including her ob-gyn — not politicians.”

It is also alarming that this bill is not an outlier in Ohio; far from it. It is simply the latest in a series of at
least 18 laws passed by Ohio politicians to restrict access to safe abortion since Roe v. Wade. The
cumulative result of these laws is to shame and punish patients for making personal and private
decisions about their families and their health and push safe and legal abortion out of reach for many in
our state. These restrictions also have a disproportionate impact on those who already face far too
many barriers to health care—people with low incomes, people of color, and people living in our state’s
rural areas.

We further urge you to consider that similar laws have been deemed likely to be unconstitutional in
both state and federal courts. It is our view that passing this bill could lead to costly litigation that
wastes state resources better spent improving the lives of Ohioans—not on enacting medically unsound
restrictions on patient care.

As healthcare providers, we know that we best serve our patients when we give them the information
and tools that allow them to make the best decisions for their health and the well-being of their
families. We believe firmly that a patient's health—and not politics—should drive important medical
decisions as a pregnancy progresses.

We therefore urge you to reject Senate Bill 145.
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