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Chairman LaRose, Vice Chair Kunze, Ranking Member Tavares, and members of the
Senate Transportation, Commerce and Workforce Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to testify today on a provision in HB 26 that expands the weight limit
exemption for heavy towing equipment in Ohio. My name is Andy Herf and I am here on
behalf of the Association of Professional Towers-Ohio, a trade association representing
towing companies that specialize in quickly clearing the roads and highways for local
jurisdictions and the state of Ohio. Currently, all Ohio Turnpike DVS contractors, and
many other towing and recovery companies in Ohio, own and operate a piece of heavy
duty towing and recovery equipment called a ‘rotator’. This modern technology is quickly
becoming an industry standard for safe and efficient emergency recovery situations

To begin, I would like to explain what a "rotator" is. A rotator is a heavy piece of equipment
that is the most efficient way to clear an accident scene that involves large vehicles, like a
semi and trailer. A rotator looks similar to a ladder truck used by a fire department, but
instead of a ladder, it is fitted with a crane that can rotate 360 degrees. By design, a rotator
is extremely heavy and has a low center of gravity. As you may see in the first picture, they
also have stabilizing bars that extend out perpendicular to the trailer. The purpose of the
weight is so that the crane may be used to lift a semi-trailer without simply pulling the
rotator down and tipping it over. On average, a rotator will weigh between 65,000 to 80,000
pounds. As a matter of simple engineering, it takes weight to move weight. I have included
pictures of rotators in my testimony.
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Under Ohio law the current weight limit is 37,000 Ibs. for two-axle vehicles and 78,000 Ibs.
for three-axle vehicles. A vehicle with a rotator brings the average three-axle vehicle's weight
up to 80,000 Ibs., well beyond the limits provided in Section 5577.07.

On December 29, 2016 a tower was called to clear a wreck in the city of Columbus. The
wreck required a rotator. The tower was exempted from the weight limit while clearing the
road and while towing the wreckage to the repair shop, but was not exempted from the
weight restrictions while driving to the scene or returning from the repair shop. The rotator
driver was cited under the revised code for being over the weight limit under ORC 5577.07.
The tower faces an $862.00 fine.

Attached to this testimony is HC0027. The amendment, which the House Finance committee
adopted unanimously as part of the substitute bill, would extend the current exemption for heavy
equipment to include driving to and from an emergency. In the past, the legislature has
consistently recognized the need to quickly clear roads and highways of accidents. Quickly
clearing accidents allows commerce to move freely again, and it reduces secondary crashes from
other drivers on the roads. In the third picture attached to my testimony, you will see a tribute
created by APTO to honor the towers who died last year while performing their duty. On average,
over 60 towing and recovery professionals are killed nationally. We are doing everything we can
to reduce that tragic number. To ensure the quick clearance of roadways, ODOT, ODPS and local
safety forces work together to control emergency scenes. APTO members partner with safety
forces, ODOT and the turnpike to teach quick clearance and incident management techniques so
the entire operation will run efficiently.

In addition to the cooperation at the emergency, towers are also now regulated by the PUCO. The
PUCO has promulgated rules as directed in SB 274 that guide how the equipment is to be used
based on the manufacturers ratings. They also issue the Certificate of Public Necessity and
Convenience (CPCN). When HB 341 goes into effect at the beginning of April, operating without a
CPCN could cause the tower to have their equipment impounded. We believe those are the right
regulatory steps to make certain that towers are operating within the law. Besides the PUCO, we
do not believe it would be efficient to allow any other non-emergency agencies of government to
regulate towers.

We believe these activities are important to continue, and this exemption will certainly help. One
addition we would also ask for is to allow a tower to drive the wreckage to their own place of
storage. Not every accident goes to a repair facility. Sometimes the accident is a total loss. In
that case the wreckage would be taken to the tower’s storage facility—which is not a repair facility
as described in the current language in HB 26.

Finally, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to testify on this narrow, but important issue to
expand weight limit exemptions on rotators, I am happy to answer questions.



The Jerr-Dan 50/60 Ton Rotator boasts an empowering combination of heavy-duty capabilities, superior
stabilizing technology, commanding rotation, unsurpassed pulling capacity and unstoppable power. And now
it's available with the more impressive JFB Body Senes.
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befora the Juvenile Court atthe time and place determinad b?( the Court. The Juvenile
Court will notify you when and where to appear. This icket wili be filed with tha Juvenlla
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H.B. 26
As Introduced

moved to amend as follows:

In line 32 of Lhe Lille, aller "5531.748," inserl ™5577.15,"
TH liftie 82,; dfter ™5531.148,;™ itgert ™S877:15;"

Between lines 13327 and 13328, insert:

"Sec. 5577.15. (A) The size and weight provisions of this

chapter do not apply to = any of the following:

L1} A person wao is cngaged in the initial towing or removal
of a wrecked or disabled motor vehicle from the site of an
emergency on a public highway where Lhe vehicle became wrecked or
disabled to the nearest site where the vehicle can be krought into
conformance with the requirements of this chepter or tc the

nearest quslified repair facility:

(2} A person wiao dis en route to the site of an emerdency on a

public highway to remove a wrecked or disabled motor vehicle;

(31 A perscon wiao is returning from delivering a wrecked or

disabled motor vehicle to a site or repair fecility as specified

Sn division (AY (1) of this secticn.

(B} Any subsequent towing of a wrecked or disabled vehicle

shall comply with the sizec and wcight provisions of this chapter.

(C) No court shall impose any penalty prescribed in section

14
15
16

1%
18

19
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5577.99 of the Revised Code or the civil liability established in 20
section 5577.12 of the Revised Code upon a person Eewng—e*r 2l
¥emeviag who is operating a vehicle in the manner described in e
division (A) of this section.” =

In lins 15870, after "5531.149," irgert "5577 .15," 24
The motion was agreed to.

SYNOPSIS

Tow truck exception to vehicle size and weight limits 25

R.C. 5577.15 26

Specifies that the vehicle size and weight limits do not 27
apply to a person who is traveling to the site of an emergency on 28
a public highway to tow a vehicle or who i1s returning from towing 28
a vehicle from the site of such an emergency. 30
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