
Mr. Chairman my name is Jacob Hawkins and I am a State of Ohio motorcycle safety instructor. I 

would like to thank you for giving me time today to testify in support of SB 548. 

 

I am an instructor for the State of Ohio that teaches motorcycle safety to beginning riders, returning 

riders and long term riders that wish to become safer on Ohio’s roads. Of course a great part of this 

instruction is how to behave in traffic and how to properly share the road with cars and trucks. 

Another important part of this instruction is the use of proper protective gear. This also includes 

proper protective gear in the event of crash. 

 

That also includes proper hearing protection. My duty is to my students, and I would not be fulfilling 

that duty if I did not warn them about the proven hearing damage motorcycles riding can cause and 

to give them the options available to them to avoid that permanent damage. 

 

And then I have to tell them that the State of Ohio prohibits them from protecting their hearing. 

 

I am part of a national organization of motorcycle instructors and I know for certain that Ohio is one 

of only a couple of States that still have this prohibition in place. It is time to allow motorcyclists the 

ability to protect themselves without the threat of a ticket. 

 

Thank you again for your time. 

 

  

 

 

 

 


