May 9, 2018
Brief Testimony & Documents

OHIO SENATE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE
Dear Committee Members,

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit. In lieu of not being present, | wish to submit the
attached documents: Enquirer Column by Jason Williams/PX about Chris Hicks. He testified previously.
And, an email secured from our public record request on the City of Cincinnati that captured an email
sent by Leslie Spencer, Executive Director of the Gr. Cincinnati Sports Commission di vision of the Gr.
Cincinnati CVB. This details the aggressive attack on Hart Productions future shows dates by the tax
funded agency WITHOUT our knowledge.

The Influence exerted by the Gr. Cincinnati Convention & Visitors Bureau, and its many tentacles is
impossible to confront without any transparency of the use of the bed tax by those that receive it.
Having government officials, elected & employed by a municipality (along with the powerful lobbies of
the hotel industry and the CVB's), Is impossible to combat without.

| urge this committee to bring about much needed change, transparency, ethics, and above all, honesty
by insuring that there is access to allow for oversight of the use of tax money. Therefore, | reassert the
request for a convention & visitors bureau to be subject t to the Freedom of Information Act for the tax
funding it receives when there are board members that are elected officials or their designate or
members of a government administration.
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From: Leslie Spencer < LSpencer@CINCYUSA.COM>

Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 1:46 PM

To: ‘Chris Allen'; Amy Sladewski; 'bnwunc@aoi.com'; Brown Walters

Cc: Shelly Lewis; jenna.rlesenberg@renaIssanceclncinnatl.com‘; 'Lisa Disbro;

'acolIinsworth@zlchotels.com'; 'kendra.fischvogt@hyatt.com'; Carla Ballard; ‘Cheryl
Schmitt'; ‘Cheryl Schmitt"; ‘Kathy Ehiman'

Subject: RE: LEAD - ASC CINCY '18 RFP responses

Attachments; 1THS000.pdf: 20151230140154706.pdf; 44508All Star Ch allenge_11.2018_tentative room
block bid form.pdf; 44507THs proposal.pdf

Hi Chris and Amy,

Please see attached completed signed proposals (Millennium, Embassy, 21C Museum, Rennalisance) for the 2018
Cincinnati All Star Challenge,

= The Hilton Netherland Plaza would like to walt until closer to date to determine a block,

- HyattRegency is out of doubles - would you like a block of kings from them?

- Embassy Is the only NKY Riverfront hotel | heard from but you have used Marriott RiverCenter and Hollday Inn
Riverfront on this event as well so | have c¢’d Kathy Ehiman from NKY CVB to request proposals from both.

I will need a copy of all counter-signed hotel contracts as it Is a county booking policy since the center Is owned by the
county. Upon receipt from you, 1 will submit with the slgned center contract to secure the center space for

Brown. Why are we booking this out so far in advance? To not lose the center space to the Hart's Hollday Showcase,
who went to City Hall this past fall to try and take this Space away from Brown, but falled this time around. We will need
to look at locking down and signing 2019/2020 probably this year too In order to protect this space from the Hart’s
trying to secure it again as he [s a determined business man.  Just want to protect one of my longest annual cheer
events from losing out to a local holiday flea market,

Happy New Year,

Leslie Spencer

Executive Director

Greater Cincinnati Sports Corp
CincySports.org
513.290.1079 Cell

From: Chris Allen [mallto:Chrls@THSweb.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 11:54 AM
To: Leslle Spencer

Cc: Amy Sladewski

Subject: LEAD - ASC CINCY '18 RFP

Good Morning Leslie,
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