TESTIMONY OF CDR SARAH UNTHANK, USPHS
PRESIDENT
CINCINNATI BRANCH OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF THE
UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

RE: Ohio House Bill 351
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

| am contacting you as the President of the Commissioned Officers Association (Cincinnati COA)
of the United Stated Public Health Service (USPHS). The Cincinnati COA represents 83 active-
duty and retired Public Health Service officers throughout Ohio. As one of the Nations seven
Uniformed Services, the UPSHS has a long, unique and distinguished history. The mission of the
U.S. Public Health Service is to protect, promote, and advance the health and safety of our
Nation. Among the 6,700 health professionals that make up the USPHS Commissioned Corps,
approximately 51 active-duty members reside and serve in the State of Ohio.

| write in support of House Bill 351 which passed the House Ways and Means Committee on
January 30, 2018 and would put USPHS officers on par with other Uniformed Services Members
on the issue of municipal income tax in Ohio. The bill has bi-partisan sponsorship and passed
the House Ways and Means Committee unanimously.

The U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams, leads the USPHS. Corps officers staff the agencies
of the Public Health Service including the National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the Food and Drug Administration, the Health Resources and Services
Administration and the Indian Health Service. In addition, USPHS Corps officers provide health
services for the Coast Guard, the Bureau of Prisons, and the Department of Homeland Security.
Corps officers also serve at other federal agencies, including the Department of Defense,
Environmental Protection Agency, and the National Park Service. In Ohio, USPHS Corps officers
work at the CDC’s National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, EPA, and FDA in
Cincinnati, the Federal Correctional Institute in Elkton, Wright Patterson Medical Center in
Fairborn, and 9th District Coast Guard Headquarters in Cleveland.

As uniformed service personnel, USPHS officers are deployable on short notice to respond to
public health emergencies, such as the Ebola Viral Disease and Zika Virus outbreaks and the
hurricanes that recently devastated Houston, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Again, | ask that you support House Bill 351 by voting in favor of this bill in the Senate Ways and
Means Committee and again should it be put up for a vote in the Senate. | appreciate your time
and consideration in this manner.



