SENATE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE MAY 23, 2018
TESTIMONY BY CHIP HART, HART PRODUCTIONS INC, NEW RICHMOND {Cincinnati), OHIO

OPPOSING S.B, 252

To Senator John Eklund & Committee Members:

Thank you for this and the prior opportunities to provide testimony. | would be present however school
is out and a previous out of state engagement with family took precedent. As succinctly as possible, |
wish to show how the Gr. Cincinnati Convention & Visitors Bureau {(GCCVB) staff and executives
regularly had distorted facts when engaging government, political, business leaders, and media to sway
policymaking decisions and attempting to spend the lodging tax money on prior and future expansions
of the Cincinnati Convention Center,

First, to convince Cincinnati City Council to vote against Hart Productions’ desire to seek an expansion of
a current City ordinance to give consumer shows better date protection, they:

A) Provided a list of cities with convention centers that do not protect consumer show dates.
However, they intentionally omitted {provided false information) that these cities have not 1
convention center like Cincinnati, BUT 2 facilities (1 to house consumer events and 1 to house
conventions) OR 1 FACILITIY up to 3 times as large as Cincinnati. By omission, this leads elected
leaders and administration to assume that Cincinnati should be like those other cities when this
is completely false, SEE COMPETITIVE FACILITIES DOCUMENT ATTACHED

B) Provide elected officials, administration, and business leaders with completely false, erroneous,
and intentionally artificially constructed economic impacts of conventions and trade shows
based solely on “projected attendance and projected hotel room usage”. Never is factual data
provided by the GCCVB and their hotel partners on actual hotel room block pickup, duration of
stays, or post-convention attendance detailing single and multiple day registrations.

SEE DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE BAPTIST CONVENTION AND OTHERS.
Projected for Baptist Convention — 20,000 people

Actual = 5200

Projected for Nat’l Square Dance- 4,000

Projected for Nat'| Square Dance — 3,000

Accounts of attendance ranged at 1,500 according to the Millenium Hotel
There are literally dozens upon dozens of examples, if not hundreds.

However, since the first hearing on SB 252, The Board of the GCCVB has just hired a new Executive/CEO
by the name of Julie Harrison Calvert. It is my gut feeling that she will be cleaning up the reporting
practices and vetting of all convention and trade show business. And | will certainly be encouraging her
to do that.

In the meantime, | urge this Committee to again make all CVB’s subject to the open records act and also
encourage the responsible, accurate reporting, and transparency of the use of the bed tax funds when
elected officials and/or their appointees are on the board of directors.
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THOUSANDS TO DANCE IN CINCINNATI AT NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE
CONVENTION

2017-06-19

This week, more than 3,000 dancers from around the world will converge in Cincinnati USA for the
66th National Square Dance Convention, The convention, which will run through Saturday, June 24,
marks 25 years since the NSDC's first Cincinnati meeting in 1992,

Beginning Wednesday, June 21, a variety ol dancers will arrive in Cincinnati to take partin panels,
seminars, performances, exhibitions, a fashion show and various other events. All 50 states will be
represented at the convention, along with attendees from Canada, Germany, Taiwan, Ireland, the
Philippines and Japan,

“Cincinnati is thriving right now, which makes it the perfect time for such an energetic, spirited group
to return to our clty. Qur region’s passion for the arts, the vibrancy of downtown and its
unprecedented revitalization will truly be showcased during this week of dance and celebration,” said
Dan Lincoln, president and CEO of the Cincinnati USA Convention & Visitors Bureau.

"Our region's passion for the arts, the vibrancy of
downtown and its unprecedented revitalization will
truly be showcased durlng this week of dance and

celebration." NATIDNAL m

!
Dan Lincoln, President and CEQ SUUAHE

Cincinnati USA CVB CINCINNATI U

A
 CONVENTION

During the convention, which continues to be the largest of its kind, attendees will attempt to break
the Guinness Record for largest square dance in the warld, With approval from the Guinness World
Records and the City of Cincinnati, dancers will come together at the Duke Energy Convention Center
on Saturday, June 24 at 3 p.m. in an attempt to set the record. Currently, the largest square danceis
1,040 participants, achieved in Riverside, Calil,, in May 2016.

“Qur dancers are passionate abou( square dancing, and we want to share that passion not only with
Cincinnati, but with the world. We're exciled about our chance Lo record this world record, and look
{orward to dancing on Fountain Square after the event to celebrate the achievement," said Steve
Stoehr, general chairman for convention,

Immediately following the world record attempt, dancers will gather at Fountain Square for a public
performance lrom 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. The public is invited to purchase spectator tickats for §5
throughout the convention for the opportunity to see varicus dance levels and styles, including
contra, square, round, line, clogging and country western.

Programming for the convention will be held primarily at the Duke Energy Convention Center, with the
exception of a fow events at the Millennium Hotel and Hyatt Regency Cincinnati. Attendees will be
staying at the Millennium, Hyatt, Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza, Westin and Hampton
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National Square Dance Convention returning in
2017

Published: Tuesday, October 22nd 2013, 12:13 pm £01
Updated: Twesday, Octobar 2211 2013, 12:13 pr £OT

CINCINNATI, OH (FOX19) - Circle left, circle right, grab your partner and do-sl-do on down to the National Sguare Dance Convention (NSDC) coming
inJune 2017,

Yep. the NSDC's 66th National Convention will be In Cincinnati June 21-24, marking 25 years since the convention's first Cincinnat| meeting in 1992,

Organizers say the event Is expected to attract more than 4,000 square dancers from around the United States and the world, with key foreign
delegations coming from japan, Sweden, and Germany. Attendees will account f-,cr 5,500 hgtel room nights at downtown hotels, meaning an

economic impact of approximately $1.6 million for the region, &)&Nlé %4%? jj
"Square dancing Is an Integral part of the dally lives of our delegates, and trabelipf for dur aniial convention is the parfe y kf{ t other
dancers while discovering a new city," said Steve Stoehr, general chairman for the 2017 conventlon. "l am looking forward to bringing our
convention back to Cincinnati to showease square dancing in a city that appreclates muslc and the arts,”

The convention will be held primarily at the Duke Energy Conventlon Center, including panels, saminars, performances, exhibitions and a fashlon
show, organizers say.

The 1992 Square Dance Convention was the largest event ever hosted by the Cincinnatl USA region until the 2012 Warld Chair Games.

According to the Cincinnati USA Convention & Visitors Bureay, Clncinnati won the right to host the 2017 National Convention by a majority vote of
30 member delegates in the summer of 2013,

Copyright 2013 WXIX. All rights reserved,
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National Baptist Convention comes to town

Posted by Trina Kinstler - email

CINCINNATL OM (FOX19) - Cincinnati is hosting another big national convention this week,

Merbers of the Baptist church from acrass the country are in the Queen City

The Duke Energy Centar and the U.S. Bank Arena will host events, with 20,000 delegates expected to attend,

Monday, there's music and a (ashion show, The official kickoff happens on Tuesday morning with an opening ceremony that includes a guest list
with Gov. Ted Strickland, Mayor Mark Mallory and ather religious leaders like Archbishop Danlel Pilarczyk.

This is a gathering of the largest and oldest African American religious group in the country.

And for hosting It, Cincinnatl gets a big economic benefit. The delegates and attendees are expected to spend over $4 milllon at hotels, restaurants,
souvenir shops and transportation.

Ll
General sessions, Issue forums and evening worship services are all open to the public. CT, Z - ff

Admisslon is free with the exception of music concert tickets and the education banquet,

The National Baptist Convention runs through Thursday.
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