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132nd General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 312

2017-2018
Representatives Schuring, Greenspan

A  B I L L

To amend sections 505.64, 511.234, 940.11, 940.12, 

1545.072, 1711.131, 2913.21, 3313.291, and 

3375.392 and to enact sections 9.21, 9.22, 

117.102, 717.31, 3313.311, 3314.52, 3326.52, 

3328.52, and 6119.60 of the Revised Code 

regarding use of credit cards and debit cards by 

political subdivisions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 505.64, 511.234, 940.11, 940.12, 

1545.072, 1711.131, 2913.21, 3313.291, and 3375.392 be amended 

and sections 9.21, 9.22, 117.102, 717.31, 3313.311, 3314.52, 

3326.52, 3328.52, and 6119.60 of the Revised Code be enacted to 

read as follows:

Sec. 9.21.   (A) As used in this section  :  

"Credit card" means any bank-issued credit card, store-

issued credit card,   and any other card allowing the holder to   

purchase goods or services on credit. "Credit card" does not 

include a procurement card, gasoline or telephone credit card, 

or any other card where merchant category codes are in place as 

a system of control for use of the card.
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"Political     subdivision" means any body corporate and   

politic that is responsible for government activities in a 

geographic area smaller than that of the state. "Political 

subdivision" does not include a county.

(B) Not later than three months after the effective date 

of this section, the legislative authority of a political 

subdivision that holds a credit card on the effective date of 

this section shall adopt a written policy for the use of credit 

cards. Otherwise, a legislative authority shall adopt a written 

policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use a credit 

card;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the legislative authority has credit 

cards reissued;

(5) The political subdivision's credit card's maximum 

spending limit or limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(C) If the political subdivision's fiscal officer does not 

retain general possession and control of the credit card or 

cards or if the name of the political subdivision does not 

appear on each credit card,   the   legislative authority shall   

appoint a compliance officer to oversee officers' and employees' 
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use of credit cards under the policy. The compliance officer may 

not use a credit card and may not authorize an officer or 

employee to use a credit card. The fiscal officer is not 

eligible for appointment as compliance officer.

(D) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the 

legislative authority at least quarterly shall review the number 

of cards issued, the number of active cards issued, the cards' 

expiration dates, and the cards' credit limits.

(E) If the fiscal officer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the legislative 

authority authorizes an officer or employee to use a credit 

card, including through a system the fiscal officer utilizes to 

sign out credit cards to the authorized users, the officer or 

employee shall provide the fiscal officer an itemized receipt 

for each charge upon returning the credit card to the fiscal 

officer. The officer or employee is liable in person and upon 

any official bond the officer or employee has given to the 

political subdivision to reimburse the treasury the amount for 

which the officer or employee does not provide itemized 

receipts. Failure by the officer or employee to reimburse the 

amount for which the officer or employee is liable within a 

reasonable period of time is a violation of section 2913.21 of 

the Revised Code.

(F) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the legislative authority constitutes misuse of a 

credit card. Misuse by an officer or employee of a credit card 

held by the legislative authority, with purpose to defraud, is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 9.22.     As used in this section, "political   

subdivision" means a county, township, municipal corporation, or 
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any other body corporate and politic that is responsible for 

government activities in a geographic area smaller than that of 

the state.

No political subdivision may hold or utilize a debit card 

except for law enforcement purposes. Possession or use of a 

debit card by a political subdivision except for law enforcement 

purposes is a violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 117.102.   The auditor of state shall adopt     a     procedure   

by which a political subdivision shall report to the auditor of 

state any amount of money or rewards the political subdivision 

derives from the use of a credit card rewards program.

As used in this section, "political subdivision" means a 

county, township, municipal corporation, or any other body 

corporate and politic that is responsible for government 

activities in a geographic area smaller than that of the state.

Sec. 505.64. (A) The Not later than   three   months after the   

effective date of this amendment, the board of township trustees 

of any township may authorize an officer, employee, or appointee 

of the township to use that holds a credit card held by the 

board of township trustees to pay for work-related expenses. The 

debt incurred as a result of the use of a credit card pursuant 

to this section shall be paid from moneys appropriated by the 

board of township trustees for such expenses.

(B) The officer, employee, or appointee shall be liable in 

person and upon any official bond the officer, employee, or 

appointee has given to the township for the unauthorized use of 

a credit card held by the board of township trustees. The 

prosecuting attorney of the county shall recover the amount of 

any unauthorized expenses incurred by the officer, employee, or 
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appointee by civil action in any court of appropriate 

jurisdiction. This section does not limit any other liability of 

an officer, employee, or appointee for unauthorized use of a 

credit card held by the board of township trustees.

(C) An officer, employee, or appointee who is authorized 

to use a credit card held by the board of township trustees and 

who suspects the loss, theft, or possibility of unauthorized use 

of the credit card shall notify the board of township trustees 

of the suspected loss, theft, or possible unauthorized use 

immediately in writing. The officer, employee, or appointee may 

be held liable in person and upon any official bond the officer, 

employee, or appointee has given to the township for up to fifty 

dollars in unauthorized debt incurred before the board receives 

such notification.

(D) on the effective date of this amendment shall adopt a 

written policy for the use of credit cards. Otherwise, a board 

shall adopt a written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers, positions, or appointees authorized to 

use a credit card;

(2) The types of expenses of which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The township's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer, employee, or 
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appointee that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the township fiscal officer does not retain general 

possession and control of the credit card or cards or if the 

name of the township does not appear on each credit card,   the   

following   applies  :  

(1)   In a township that has adopted a limited home rule   

government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code, the board 

shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee officers', 

employees', and appointees' use of credit cards under the 

policy. The compliance officer may not use a credit card and may 

not authorize an officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit 

card, except that a board of township trustees serving in the 

role of compliance officer may use a credit card and may 

authorize an officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit 

card. The fiscal officer is not eligible for appointment as 

compliance officer.

(2)   In a township that has not adopted a limited home rule   

government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code, the fiscal 

officer monthly shall present to the board credit card 

transaction detail from the previous month. The board shall 

review the credit card transaction detail and the chairperson of 

the board shall sign an attestation stating the board reviewed 

the credit card transaction detail.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 

number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the fiscal officer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an 
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officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit card, including 

through a system the fiscal officer utilizes to sign out credit 

cards to the authorized users, the officer, employee, or 

appointee shall provide the fiscal officer an itemized receipt 

for each charge upon returning the credit card to the fiscal 

officer. The officer, employee, or appointee is liable in person 

and upon any official bond the officer, employee, or appointee 

has given to the township to reimburse the township treasury the 

amount for which the officer, employee, or appointee does not 

provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer, employee, or 

appointee to reimburse the amount for which the officer, 

employee, or appointee is liable within a reasonable period of 

time is a violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. 

Misuse of a credit card held by the board of township trustees 

by an officer, employee, or appointee of a township, with 

purpose to defraud, is a violation of section 2913.21 of the 

Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 511.234. (A) The Not later than   three   months after   

the effective date of this amendment, the board of park 

commissioners of a township park district may authorize an 

officer, employee, or appointee of the board to use that holds a 

credit card held by the board to pay for expenses related to 
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park district business. The debt incurred as a result of the use 

of a credit card under this section shall be paid from park 

district funds.

(B) No officer, employee, or appointee of a board of park 

commissioners who is authorized to use a credit card held by the 

board shall use it to incur any unauthorized debt against the 

park district's credit.

(C) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is 

guilty of one of the following:

(1) A misdemeanor of the first degree if the amount of the 

unauthorized debt is no more than one hundred fifty dollars;

(2) A felony of the fourth degree if the amount of the 

unauthorized debt exceeds one hundred fifty dollars.

(D) An officer, employee, or appointee, in a civil action, 

may be found personally liable to the park district for the 

officer's, employee's, or appointee's unauthorized use of the 

park district credit card.

(E) Whenever any officer, employee, or appointee 

authorized to use a credit card held by the board of park 

commissioners suspects the loss, theft, or possibility of 

another person's unauthorized use of the credit card that the 

officer, employee, or appointee is authorized to use, the 

officer, employee, or appointee shall so notify the board 

immediately in writing. The officer, employee, or appointee may 

be held personally liable for unauthorized debt resulting from 

the loss, theft, or unauthorized use, in the amount of fifty 

dollars or the amount charged to the credit card as a result of 

the loss, theft, or unauthorized use, whichever is less. on the 

effective date of this amendment shall adopt a written policy 

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

219

220

221

222



H. B. No. 312 Page 9 
As Introduced

for the use of credit cards. Otherwise, a board shall adopt a 

written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers, positions, or appointees authorized to 

use a credit card;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The district's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer, employee, or 

appointee that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the clerk of the district does not retain general 

possession and control of the credit card or cards or if the 

name of the district does not appear on each credit card,   the   

board shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee officers', 

employees', and appointees' use of credit cards under the 

policy. The compliance officer may not use a credit card and may 

not authorize an officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit 

card, except that a board of park commissioners serving in the 

role of compliance officer may use a credit card and may 

authorize an officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit 

card. The clerk is not eligible for appointment as compliance 

officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 
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number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the clerk retains general possession and control of 

the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an officer, 

employee, or appointee to use a credit card, including through a 

system the clerk utilizes to sign out credit cards to the 

authorized users, the officer, employee, or appointee shall 

provide the clerk an itemized receipt for each charge upon 

returning the credit card to the clerk. The officer, employee, 

or appointee is liable in person and upon any official bond the 

officer, employee, or appointee has given to the township park 

district to reimburse the district treasury the amount for which 

the officer, employee, or appointee does not provide itemized 

receipts. Failure by the officer, employee, or appointee to 

reimburse the amount for which the officer, employee, or 

appointee is liable within a reasonable period of time is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. 

Misuse by an officer, employee, or appointee of a credit card 

held by the board, with purpose to defraud, is a violation of 

section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 717.31.   (A) Not later than three months after the   

effective date of this section, a legislative authority of a 
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municipal corporation that holds a credit card on the effective 

date of this section shall adopt a written policy for the use of 

credit cards. Otherwise, a legislative authority shall adopt a 

written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use a credit 

card;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the legislative authority has credit 

cards reissued;

(5) The municipal corporation's credit card's maximum 

spending limit or limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the village clerk or city auditor, as applicable, 

does not retain general possession and control of the credit 

card or cards or if the name of the village or city does not 

appear on each credit card,   the following   applies  :  

(1)   In a municipal corporation that has the authority to   

operate a mayor's court pursuant to Chapter 1905. of the Revised 

Code, the legislative authority shall appoint a compliance 

officer to oversee officers' and employees' use of credit cards 

under the policy. The compliance officer may not use a credit 

card and may not authorize an officer or employee to use a 

credit card. The village clerk or city auditor is not eligible 
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for appointment as compliance officer.

(2)   In a municipal corporation that does not have the   

authority to operate a mayor's court pursuant to Chapter 1905. 

of the Revised Code, the village clerk or city auditor monthly 

shall present to the legislative authority credit card 

transaction detail from the previous month. The legislative 

authority shall review the credit card transaction detail and 

the presiding officer of the legislative authority shall sign an 

attestation stating the legislative authority reviewed the 

credit card transaction detail.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the 

legislative authority at least quarterly shall review the number 

of cards issued, the number of active cards issued, the cards' 

expiration dates, and the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the village clerk or city auditor retains general 

possession and control of the credit card or cards and the 

legislative authority authorizes an officer or employee to use a 

credit card, including through a system the village clerk or 

city auditor utilizes to sign out credit cards to the authorized 

users, the officer or employee shall provide the village clerk 

or city auditor an itemized receipt for each charge upon 

returning the credit card to the village clerk or city auditor. 

The officer or employee is liable in person and upon any 

official bond the officer or employee has given to the municipal 

corporation to reimburse the treasury the amount for which the 

officer or employee does not provide itemized receipts. Failure 

by the officer or employee to reimburse the amount for which the 

officer or employee is liable within a reasonable period of time 

is a violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 
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authorized by the legislative authority constitutes misuse of a 

credit card. Misuse by an officer or employee of a credit card 

held by the legislative authority, with purpose to defraud, is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 940.11. The (A) Not later than three months after the 

effective date of this amendment, the supervisors of a soil and 

water conservation district may hold one or more that hold a 

credit cards on behalf of the district and may authorize any 

supervisor or employee of the district to use such a credit card 

to pay for expenses related to the purposes of the district. The 

supervisors shall pay the debt incurred as a result of the use 

of such a credit card from money accepted by the supervisors as 

authorized under division (E) of section 940.06 of the Revised 

Code or from the special fund established for the district under 

section 940.12 of the Revised Code. card on the effective date 

of this amendment shall adopt a written policy for the use of 

credit cards. Otherwise, the supervisors shall adopt a written 

policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The supervisors or positions authorized to use a 

credit card;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 
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used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the supervisors have credit cards 

reissued;

(5) The district's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the fiscal agent of the district does not retain 

general possession and control of the credit card or cards or if 

the name of the district does not appear on each credit card, 

the supervisors shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee 

supervisors' and employees' use of credit cards under the 

policy. The compliance officer may not use a credit card and may 

not authorize a supervisor or employee to use a credit card. The 

fiscal agent is not eligible for appointment as compliance 

officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the 

supervisors at least quarterly shall review the number of cards 

issued, the number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration 

dates, and the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the fiscal agent retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the supervisors 

authorize a supervisor or employee to use a credit card, 

including through a system the fiscal agent utilizes to sign out 

credit cards to the authorized users, the supervisor or employee 

shall provide the fiscal agent an itemized receipt for each 

charge upon returning the credit card to the fiscal agent. The 

supervisor or employee is liable in person and upon any official 
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bond the supervisor or employee has given to the district to 

reimburse the district treasury the amount for which the 

supervisor or employee does not provide itemized receipts. 

Failure by the supervisor or employee to reimburse the amount 

for which the supervisor or employee is liable within a 

reasonable period of time is a violation of section 2913.21 of 

the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the supervisors constitutes misuse of a credit 

card. The misuse of a credit card held on behalf of a soil and 

water conservation district, with purpose to defraud, is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code. In addition, a 

supervisor or employee of a district who makes unauthorized use 

of such a credit card may be held personally liable to the 

district for the unauthorized use. This section does not limit 

any other liability of a supervisor or employee of a district 

for the unauthorized use of such a credit card. 

A supervisor or employee of a soil and water conservation 

district who is authorized to use a credit card that is held on 

behalf of the district and who suspects the loss, theft, or 

possibility of another person's unauthorized use of the credit 

card immediately shall notify the supervisors in writing of the 

suspected loss, theft, or possible unauthorized use.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 940.12. The board of county commissioners of each 
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county in which there is a soil and water conservation district 

may levy a tax within the ten-mill limitation and may 

appropriate money from the proceeds of the levy or from the 

general fund of the county. The money shall be held in a special 

fund for the credit of the district, to be expended for the 

purposes prescribed in sections section     940.08 and 940.11 of the 

Revised Code or under the policy adopted under section 940.11 of 

the Revised Code, for construction and maintenance of 

improvements by the district, and for other expenses incurred in 

carrying out the program of the district upon the written order 

of the fiscal agent for the district after authorization by a 

majority of the supervisors of the district.

Sec. 1545.072. (A) The Not later than three months after 

the effective date of this amendment, a board of park 

commissioners may authorize an officer, employee, or appointee 

of the board to use of a park district that holds a credit card 

held by the park district to pay for expenses related to park 

district business on the effective date of this amendment shall 

adopt a written policy for the use of credit cards. Otherwise, a 

board shall adopt a written policy before first holding a credit 

card. The debt incurred as a result of the use of a credit card 

under this section shall be paid from park district funds.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers, positions, or appointees authorized to 

use park district credit cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;
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(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The district's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer, employee, or 

appointee that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the treasurer of the park district does not retain 

general possession and control of the credit card or cards or if 

the name of the park district does not appear on each credit 

card,   the   board shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee   

officers', employees', and appointees' use of credit cards under 

the policy. The compliance officer may not use a credit card and 

may not authorize an officer, employee, or appointee to use a 

credit card. The treasurer is not eligible for appointment as 

compliance officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 

number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the treasurer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an 

officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit card, including 

through a system the treasurer utilizes to sign out credit cards 

to the authorized users, the officer, employee, or appointee 

shall provide the treasurer an itemized receipt for each charge 

upon returning the credit card to the treasurer. The officer, 

employee, or appointee is liable in person and upon any official 

bond the officer, employee, or appointee has given to the park 

district to reimburse the district treasury the amount for which 

the officer, employee, or appointee does not provide itemized 
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receipts. Failure by the officer, employee, or appointee to 

reimburse the amount for which the officer, employee, or 

appointee is liable within a reasonable period of time is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. 

Misuse of a credit card held by the board by an officer, 

employee, or appointee of a board of park commissioners, with 

purpose to defraud, is a violation of section 2913.21 of the 

Revised Code.

(C) An officer, employee, or appointee, in a civil action, 

may be found personally liable to the park district for the 

officer's, employee's, or appointee's unauthorized use of the 

park district credit card.

(D) Any officer, employee, or appointee who is authorized 

to use a credit card held by the board of park commissioners and 

who suspects the loss, theft, or possibility of another person's 

unauthorized use of the credit card shall notify the board of 

park commissioners of the suspected loss, theft, or possible 

unauthorized use immediately in writing.

The officer, employee, or appointee may be held personally 

liable for unauthorized debt resulting from such loss, theft, or 

unauthorized use, in the amount of fifty dollars or the amount 

charged to the credit card as a result of the loss, theft, or 

unauthorized use, whichever is less.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 
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telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 1711.131. (A) The Not later than   three   months after   

the effective date of this amendment, the board of directors of 

a county agricultural society or an independent agricultural 

society may authorize by resolution an officer or employee of 

the agricultural society to use that holds a credit card held by 

the board to pay for expenses related to the purposes of the 

agricultural society. If a board elects to authorize the use of 

a credit card held by the board as described in this section, 

the board first shall adopt a policy specifying the purposes for 

which the credit card may be used.

(B) An officer or employee of an agricultural society who 

makes unauthorized use of a credit card held by the society's 

board of directors is personally liable for the unauthorized 

use. The prosecuting attorney of the appropriate county shall 

recover the amount of any unauthorized expenses incurred by the 

officer or employee through the misuse of the credit card in a 

civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction. This 

section does not limit any other liability of the officer or 

employee for the unauthorized use of a credit card held by the 

board of directors.

(C) An officer or employee who is authorized to use a 

credit card held by the board of directors of an agricultural 

society and who suspects the loss, theft, or possibility of 

unauthorized use of the credit card immediately shall notify the 

board in writing of the suspected loss, theft, or possible 

unauthorized use. The officer or employee may be held personally 

liable for not more than fifty dollars in unauthorized debt 

incurred before the board receives the notification.
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(D) on the effective date of this amendment shall adopt a 

written policy for the use of credit cards. Otherwise, a board 

shall adopt a written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use credit 

cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The society's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the treasurer of the agricultural society does not 

retain general possession and control of the credit card or 

cards or if the name of the agricultural society does not appear 

on each credit card,   the   board shall appoint a compliance   

officer to oversee officers' and employees' use of credit cards 

under the policy. The compliance officer may not use a credit 

card and may not authorize an officer or employee to use a 

credit card. The treasurer is not eligible for appointment as 

compliance officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 

number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

544

545

546

547

548

549

550

551

552

553

554

555

556

557

558

559

560

561

562

563

564

565

566

567

568

569

570

571



H. B. No. 312 Page 21 
As Introduced

(D) If the treasurer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an 

officer or employee to use a credit card, including through a 

system the treasurer utilizes to sign out credit cards to the 

authorized users, the officer or employee shall provide the 

treasurer an itemized receipt for each charge upon returning the 

credit card to the treasurer. The officer or employee is liable 

in person and upon any official bond the officer or employee has 

given to the agricultural society to reimburse the society 

treasury the amount for which the officer or employee does not 

provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer or employee to 

reimburse the amount for which the officer or employee is liable 

within a reasonable period of time is a violation of section 

2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. The 

misuse by an officer or employee of an agricultural society of a 

credit card held by the society's board of directors, with 

purpose to defraud, is a violation of section 2913.21 of the 

Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 2913.21. (A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Practice deception for the purpose of procuring the 

issuance of a credit card, when a credit card is issued in 

actual reliance thereon;
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(2) Knowingly buy or sell a credit card from or to a 

person other than the issuer.

(B) No person, with purpose to defraud, shall do any of 

the following:

(1) Obtain control over a credit card as security for a 

debt;

(2) Obtain property or services by the use of a credit 

card, in one or more transactions, knowing or having reasonable 

cause to believe that the card has expired or been revoked, or 

was obtained, is retained, or is being used in violation of law;

(3) Furnish property or services upon presentation of a 

credit card, knowing that the card is being used in violation of 

law;

(4) Represent or cause to be represented to the issuer of 

a credit card that property or services have been furnished, 

knowing that the representation is false;

(5) As an officer, employee, or appointee of a political 

subdivision, misuse a credit card held by the political 

subdivision.

(C) No person, with purpose to violate this section, shall 

receive, possess, control, or dispose of a credit card.

(D)(1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of misuse 

of credit cards.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) of 

this section, a violation of division (A), (B)(1), or (C) of 

this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this division or 

602

603

604

605

606

607

608

609

610

611

612

613

614

615

616

617

618

619

620

621

622

623

624

625

626

627

628



H. B. No. 312 Page 23 
As Introduced

division (D)(4) of this section, a violation of division (B)(2), 

(3), or (4), or (5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 

first degree. If the cumulative retail value of the property and 

services involved in one or more violations of division (B)(2), 

(3), or (4), or (5) of this section, which violations involve 

one or more credit card accounts and occur within a period of 

ninety consecutive days commencing on the date of the first 

violation, is one thousand dollars or more and is less than 

seven thousand five hundred dollars, misuse of credit cards in 

violation of any of those divisions is a felony of the fifth 

degree. If the cumulative retail value of the property and 

services involved in one or more violations of division (B)(2), 

(3), or (4), or (5) of this section, which violations involve 

one or more credit card accounts and occur within a period of 

ninety consecutive days commencing on the date of the first 

violation, is seven thousand five hundred dollars or more and is 

less than one hundred fifty thousand dollars, misuse of credit 

cards in violation of any of those divisions is a felony of the 

fourth degree. If the cumulative retail value of the property 

and services involved in one or more violations of division (B)

(2), (3), or (4), or (5) of this section, which violations 

involve one or more credit card accounts and occur within a 

period of ninety consecutive days commencing on the date of the 

first violation, is one hundred fifty thousand dollars or more, 

misuse of credit cards in violation of any of those divisions is 

a felony of the third degree.

(4) If the victim of the offense is an elderly person or 

disabled adult, and if the offense involves a violation of 

division (B)(1) or (2) of this section, division (D)(4) of this 

section applies. Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) 

of this section, a violation of division (B)(1) or (2) of this 
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section is a felony of the fifth degree. If the debt for which 

the card is held as security or the cumulative retail value of 

the property or services involved in the violation is one 

thousand dollars or more and is less than seven thousand five 

hundred dollars, a violation of either of those divisions is a 

felony of the fourth degree. If the debt for which the card is 

held as security or the cumulative retail value of the property 

or services involved in the violation is seven thousand five 

hundred dollars or more and is less than thirty-seven thousand 

five hundred dollars, a violation of either of those divisions 

is a felony of the third degree. If the debt for which the card 

is held as security or the cumulative retail value of the 

property or services involved in the violation is thirty-seven 

thousand five hundred dollars or more, a violation of either of 

those divisions is a felony of the second degree.

Sec. 3313.291. The board of education of a school district 

may adopt a resolution establishing a petty cash account from 

which a designated district official may draw moneys by check 

signed by that official or by debit card for purchases made 

within the district. The resolution establishing the account 

shall specify the maximum amount of money that may be placed in 

the account; designate the district officials who may draw 

moneys from the account, or require the treasurer of such board 

to designate such officials; and specify the requirements and 

procedures for replenishing the account.

Sec. 3313.311.   (A) Not later than three months after the   

effective date of this section, a board of education of any 

school district, a governing board of an educational service 

center, or a governing authority of an information technology 

center that holds a credit card on the effective date of this 

section shall adopt a written policy for the use of credit 
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cards. Otherwise, a board or authority shall adopt a written 

policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use credit 

cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board or authority has credit cards 

reissued;

(5) The entity's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the treasurer of the board of education, treasurer 

of the educational service center, or chief fiscal officer of 

the information technology center does not retain general 

possession and control of the credit card or cards or if the 

name of the school district, educational service center, or 

information technology center does not appear on each credit 

card,   the   board, governing board, or governing authority shall   

appoint a compliance officer to oversee officers' and employees' 

use of credit cards under the policy. The compliance officer may 

not use a credit card and may not authorize an officer or 

employee to use a credit card. The treasurer of the board of 

education, treasurer of the educational service center, and 

chief fiscal officer of the information technology center are 
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not eligible for appointment as compliance officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, at least 

quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the number of 

active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and the cards' 

credit limits.

(D) If the treasurer of the board of education, treasurer 

of the educational service center, or chief fiscal officer of 

the information technology center retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board or authority 

authorizes an officer or employee to use a credit card, 

including through a system the treasurer or chief fiscal officer 

utilizes to sign out credit cards to the authorized users, the 

officer or employee shall provide the treasurer or chief fiscal 

officer an itemized receipt for each charge upon returning the 

credit card to the treasurer or chief fiscal officer. The 

officer or employee is liable in person and upon any official 

bond the officer or employee has given to the school district, 

educational service center, or information technology center to 

reimburse the treasury the amount for which the officer or 

employee does not provide itemized receipts. Failure by the 

officer or employee to reimburse the amount for which the 

officer or employee is liable within a reasonable period of time 

is a violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board or authority constitutes misuse of a 

credit card. The misuse by an officer or employee of a credit 

card held by a board or authority, with purpose to defraud, is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   
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allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 3314.52.   (A) Not later than three months after the   

effective date of this section, the governing authority of a 

community school that holds a credit card on the effective date 

of this section shall adopt a written policy for the use of 

credit cards. Otherwise, a governing authority shall adopt a 

written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use credit 

cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the governing authority has credit 

cards reissued;

(5) The community school's credit card's maximum spending 

limit or limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the designated fiscal officer of the community 

school does not retain general possession and control of the 

credit card or cards or if the name of the community school does 

not appear on each credit card,   the   governing authority shall   

appoint a compliance officer to oversee officers' and employees' 
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use of credit cards under the policy. The compliance officer may 

not use a credit card and may not authorize an officer or 

employee to use a credit card. The designated fiscal officer is 

not eligible for appointment as compliance officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the 

governing authority at least quarterly shall review the number 

of cards issued, the number of active cards issued, the cards' 

expiration dates, and the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the designated fiscal officer retains general 

possession and control of the credit card or cards and the 

governing authority authorizes an officer or employee to use a 

credit card, including through a system the fiscal officer 

utilizes to sign out credit cards to the authorized users, the 

officer or employee shall provide the designated fiscal officer 

an itemized receipt for each charge upon returning the credit 

card to the designated fiscal officer. The officer or employee 

is liable in person and upon any official bond the officer or 

employee has given to the community school to reimburse the 

school treasury the amount for which the officer or employee 

does not provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer or 

employee to reimburse the amount for which the officer or 

employee is liable within a reasonable period of time is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the governing authority constitutes misuse of a 

credit card. The misuse of a credit card held by the governing 

authority, with purpose to defraud, is a violation of section 

2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   
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allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 3326.52.   (A) Not later than three months after the   

effective date of this section, the governing body of a STEM 

school that holds a credit card on the effective date of this 

section shall adopt a written policy for the use of credit 

cards. Otherwise, a governing body shall adopt a written policy 

before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use credit 

cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the governing body has credit cards 

reissued;

(5) The STEM school's credit card's maximum spending limit 

or limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the treasurer of the STEM school does not retain 

general possession and control of the credit card or cards or if 

the name of the STEM school does not appear   on each credit card,   

the     governing body shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee   

officers' and employees' use of credit cards under the policy. 
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The compliance officer may not use a credit card and may not 

authorize an officer or employee to use a credit card. The 

treasurer is not eligible for appointment as compliance officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the 

governing body at least quarterly shall review the number of 

cards issued, the number of active cards issued, the cards' 

expiration dates, and the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the treasurer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the governing body 

authorizes an officer or employee to use a credit card, 

including through a system the treasurer utilizes to sign out 

credit cards to the authorized users, the officer or employee 

shall provide the treasurer an itemized receipt for each charge 

upon returning the credit card to the treasurer. The officer or 

employee is liable in person and upon any official bond the 

officer or employee has given to the school to reimburse the 

school treasury the amount for which the officer or employee 

does not provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer or 

employee to reimburse the amount for which the officer or 

employee is liable within a reasonable period of time is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the governing body constitutes misuse of a credit 

card. The misuse by an officer or employee of a credit card held 

by the governing body, with purpose to defraud, is a violation 

of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 
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telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 3328.52.   (A) Not later than three months after the   

effective date of this section, the board of trustees of a 

college-preparatory boarding school that holds a credit card on 

the effective date of this section shall adopt a written policy 

for the use of credit cards. Otherwise, a board shall adopt a 

written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers or positions authorized to use credit 

cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The school's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the fiscal officer of the college-preparatory 

boarding school does not retain general possession and control 

of the credit card or cards or if the name of the college-

preparatory boarding school does not appear on each credit card, 

the     board shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee   

officers' and employees' use of credit cards under the policy. 

The compliance officer may not use a credit card and may not 

authorize an officer or employee to use a credit card. The 
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fiscal officer is not eligible for appointment as compliance 

officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 

number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the fiscal officer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an 

officer or employee to use a credit card, including through a 

system the fiscal officer utilizes to sign out credit cards to 

the authorized users, the officer or employee shall provide the 

fiscal officer an itemized receipt for each charge upon 

returning the credit card to the fiscal officer. The officer or 

employee is liable in person and upon any official bond the 

officer or employee has given to the school to reimburse the 

school treasury the amount for which the officer or employee 

does not provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer or 

employee to reimburse the amount for which the officer or 

employee is liable within a reasonable period of time is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. 

Misuse of a credit card held by the board by an officer or 

employee, with purpose to defraud, is a violation of section 

2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 
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codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 3375.392. (A) A Not later than three months after the 

effective date of this amendment, a board of library trustees 

appointed pursuant to section 3375.06, 3375.10, 3375.12, 

3375.15, 3375.22, or 3375.30 of the Revised Code may authorize 

an officer, employee, or appointee of the free public library 

under its jurisdiction to use a credit card that the library 

holds to pay for expenses related to library business. The debt 

incurred as a result of the use of the credit card shall be paid 

from library funds that holds a credit card on the effective 

date of this amendment shall adopt a written policy for the use 

of credit cards. Otherwise, a board shall adopt a written policy 

before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:

(1) The officers, positions, or appointees authorized to 

use credit cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The district's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer, employee, or 

appointee that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the fiscal officer of a public library district 

does not retain general possession and control of the credit 

card or cards or if the name of the public library district does 
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not appear on each credit card,   the   board shall appoint a   

compliance officer to oversee officers', employees', and 

appointees' use of credit cards under this section. The 

compliance officer may not use a credit card and may not 

authorize an officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit 

card. The fiscal officer of the public library district is not 

eligible for appointment as compliance officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 

number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the fiscal officer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an 

officer, employee, or appointee to use a credit card, including 

through a system the fiscal officer utilizes to sign out credit 

cards to the authorized users, the officer, employee, or 

appointee shall provide the fiscal officer an itemized receipt 

for each charge upon returning the credit card to the fiscal 

officer. The officer, employee, or appointee is liable in person 

and upon any official bond the officer, employee, or appointee 

has given to the district to reimburse the district treasury the 

amount for which the officer, employee, or appointee does not 

provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer, employee, or 

appointee to reimburse the amount for which the officer, 

employee, or appointee is liable within a reasonable period of 

time is a violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. 

Misuse of a credit card of a free public library by an officer, 

employee, or appointee of the library held by the board, with 
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purpose to defraud, is subject to a violation of section 2913.21 

of the Revised Code. The officer, employee, or appointee also 

may be found personally liable to the library in a civil action 

for the officer's, employee's, or appointee's misuse of the 

library's credit card.

(C) Any officer, employee, or appointee of a free public 

library who is authorized to use a credit card that the library 

holds and who suspects the loss, the theft, or another person's 

possible unauthorized use of the credit card shall notify the 

board of library trustees immediately in writing of the 

suspected loss, theft, or possible unauthorized use. The 

officer, employee, or appointee may be held personally liable to 

the library for any unauthorized debt resulting from the credit 

card's loss, theft, or unauthorized use in the amount of fifty 

dollars or the amount charged to the credit card as a result of 

the loss, theft, or unauthorized use, whichever is less.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Sec. 6119.60.   (A) Not later than three months after the   

effective date of this section, a board of trustees of a 

regional water and sewer district that holds a credit card on 

the effective date of this section shall adopt a written policy 

for the use of credit cards. Otherwise, a board shall adopt a 

written policy before first holding a credit card.

The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the 

following:
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(1) The officers or positions authorized to use credit 

cards;

(2) The types of expenses for which the credit card may be 

used;

(3) The procedure for use of a credit card;

(4) How frequently the board has credit cards reissued;

(5) The district's credit card's maximum spending limit or 

limits; and

(6) The actions or omissions by an officer or employee 

that qualify as misuse of a credit card.

(B) If the fiscal officer of the district does not retain 

general possession and control of the credit card or cards or if 

the name of the district does not appear on each credit card, 

the   board shall appoint a compliance officer to oversee   

officers' and employees' use of credit cards under the policy. 

The compliance officer may not use a credit card and may not 

authorize an officer or employee to use a credit card. The 

fiscal officer is not eligible for appointment as compliance 

officer.

(C) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board 

at least quarterly shall review the number of cards issued, the 

number of active cards issued, the cards' expiration dates, and 

the cards' credit limits.

(D) If the fiscal officer retains general possession and 

control of the credit card or cards and the board authorizes an 

officer or employee to use a credit card, including through a 

system the fiscal officer utilizes to sign out credit cards to 

the authorized users, the officer or employee shall provide the 
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fiscal officer an itemized receipt for each charge upon 

returning the credit card to the fiscal officer. The officer or 

employee is liable in person and upon any official bond the 

officer or employee has given to the district to reimburse the 

district treasury the amount for which the officer or employee 

does not provide itemized receipts. Failure by the officer or 

employee to reimburse the amount for which the officer or 

employee is liable within a reasonable period of time is a 

violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(E) The use of a credit card for expenses beyond those 

authorized by the board constitutes misuse of a credit card. The 

misuse by an officer or employee of a credit card held by the 

board, with purpose to defraud, is a violation of section 

2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, "credit card" means any bank-

issued credit card, store-issued credit card,   and any other card   

allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit. 

"Credit card" does not include a procurement card, gasoline or 

telephone credit card, or any other card where merchant category 

codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card.

Section 2. That existing sections 505.64, 511.234, 940.11, 

940.12, 1545.072, 1711.131, 2913.21, 3313.291, and 3375.392 of 

the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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