As Reported by the Senate Ways and Means Committee

132nd General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 361

2017-2018
Representative Greenspan

Cosponsors: Representatives Seitz, Blessing, Anielski, Ginter, Hambley,
Householder, Lang, LaTourette, Miller, Patton, Rezabek, Rogers, Scherer, Young

A BILL

To amend sections 120.52, 120.521, 120.53, 1901.2¢,
1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.10, and
5715.19 of the Revised Code to increase the time
within which boards of revision must decide
property tax complaints and to change the name
of the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation to the

Ohio Access to Justice Foundation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 120.52, 120.521, 120.53, 1901.26,
1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.10, and 5715.19 of the Revised

Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 120.52. There is hereby established in the state
treasury the legal aid fund, which shall be for the charitable
public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid
societies that provide civil legal services to indigents. The
fund shall contain all funds credited to it by the treasurer of
state pursuant to sections 1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231,
4705.09, and 4705.10 of the Revised Code.
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The treasurer of state may invest moneys contained in the
legal aid fund in any manner authorized by the Revised Code for
the investment of state moneys. However, no such investment
shall interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or payment

of moneys as required by section 120.53 of the Revised Code.

The state public defender, through the Ohio Zegad—
assistaree—access to justice foundation, shall administer the

payment of moneys out of the fund. Four and one-half per cent of
the moneys in the fund shall be reserved for the actual,
reasonable costs of administering sections 120.51 to 120.55 and
sections 1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09, and
4705.10 of the Revised Code. Moneys that are reserved for
administrative costs but that are not used for actual,
reasonable administrative costs shall be set aside for use in
the manner described in division (A) of section 120.521 of the
Revised Code. The remainder of the moneys in the legal aid fund
shall be distributed in accordance with section 120.53 of the

Revised Code. The Ohio legal—assistanmee—access to justice

foundation shall establish, in accordance with Chapter 119. of

the Revised Code, rules governing the administration of the
legal aid fund, including the programs established under
sections 1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 4705.09, and 4705.10 of the
Revised Code regarding interest on interest-bearing trust
accounts of an attorney, law firm, or legal professional

association.

Sec. 120.521. (A) The state public defender shall

establish a charitable, tax exempt foundation, named the Ohio

tegatl—assistanee—access to justice foundation, to actively

solicit and accept gifts, bequests, donations, and contributions

for use in providing financial assistance to legal aid

societies, enhancing or improving the delivery of civil legal
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services to indigents, and operating the foundation. The Ohio

1 tanee—access to justice foundation shall deposit all
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gifts, bequests, donations, and contributions accepted by it

into the tegat—assistance—access to justice foundation fund

established under this section. If the state public defender,
pursuant to section 120.52 of the Revised Code as it existed
prior to June 30, 1995, established a charitable, tax exempt
foundation named the Ohio +egat—assistapee—access to justice

foundation and if that foundation is in existence on the day

before June 30, 1995, that foundation shall continue in

existence and shall serve as the Ohio legal—assistamee—access to

justice foundation described in this section.

There is hereby established the tegat—assistanee—access to

Jjustice foundation fund, which shall be under the custody and

control of the Ohio legal—assistamee—access to justice

foundation. The fund shall contain all moneys distributed to the

Ohio Fregal—assistanee—access to justice foundation pursuant to

section 120.53 of the Revised Code and all gifts, bequests,
donations, and contributions accepted by the Ohio ‘egal—

assistanree—access to justice foundation under this section.

The Ohio tegal—assistanmee—access to justice foundation

shall distribute or use all moneys in the legal—assistance

access to justice foundation fund for the charitable public

purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies
that provide civil legal services to indigents, enhancing or

improving the delivery of civil legal services to indigents, and

operating the foundation. The Ohio ‘egal—assistanmee—access to

justice foundation shall establish rules governing the

administration of the tegal—assistanece—access to justice

foundation fund.
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The Ohio ‘egat—assistanee—access to justice foundation

shall include, in the annual report it is required to make to
the governor, the general assembly, and the supreme court
pursuant to division (G) (2) of section 120.53 of the Revised
Code, an audited financial statement on the distribution and use

of the tegat—assistamee—access to justice foundation fund. No

information contained in the statement shall identify or enable

the identification of any person served by a legal aid society

or in any way breach confidentiality.

Membership on the board of the Ohio tegal—assistance

access to justice foundation does not constitute holding another

public office and does not constitute grounds for resignation
from the senate or house of representatives under section 101.26

of the Revised Code.

(B) A foundation is tax exempt for purposes of this
section if the foundation is exempt from federal income taxation
under subsection 501 (a) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986,"
100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 501(a), as amended, and if the
foundation has received from the internal revenue service a
determination letter that is in effect stating that the
foundation is exempt from federal income taxation under that

subsection.

Sec. 120.53. (A) A legal aid society that operates within

the state may apply to the Ohio legat—assistamee—access to
Jjustice foundation for financial assistance from the legal aid
fund established by section 120.52 of the Revised Code to be
used for the funding of the society during the calendar year

following the calendar year in which application is made.

(B) An application for financial assistance made under

division (A) of this section shall be submitted by the first day
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of November of the calendar year preceding the calendar year for 109
which financial assistance is desired and shall include all of 110
the following: 111
(1) Evidence that the applicant is incorporated in this 112
state as a nonprofit corporation; 113
(2) A list of the trustees of the applicant; 114
(3) The proposed budget of the applicant for these funds 115
for the following calendar year; 116
(4) A summary of the services to be offered by the 117
applicant in the following calendar year; 118
(5) A specific description of the territory or 119
constituency served by the applicant; 120
(6) An estimate of the number of persons to be served by 121
the applicant during the following calendar year; 122
(7) A general description of the additional sources of the 123
applicant's funding; 124
(8) The amount of the applicant's total budget for the 125
calendar year in which the application is filed that it will 126
expend in that calendar year for legal services in each of the 127
counties it serves; 128
(9) A specific description of any services, programs, 129
training, and legal technical assistance to be delivered by the 130
applicant or by another person pursuant to a contract with the 131
applicant, including, but not limited to, by private attorneys 132
or through reduced fee plans, judicare panels, organized pro 133
bono programs, and mediation programs. 134

(C) The Ohio tegal—assistanmee—access to justice foundation 135
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shall determine whether each applicant that filed an application
for financial assistance under division (A) of this section in a
calendar year is eligible for financial assistance under this
section. To be eligible for such financial assistance, an
applicant shall satisfy the criteria for being a legal aid
society and shall be in compliance with the provisions of
sections 120.51 to 120.55 of the Revised Code and with the rules
and requirements the foundation establishes pursuant to section
120.52 of the Revised Code. The Ohio tegal—assistanece—access to
justice foundation then, on or before the fifteenth day of
December of the calendar year in which the application is filed,
shall notify each such applicant, in writing, whether it is
eligible for financial assistance under this section, and if it
is eligible, estimate the amount that will be available for that
applicant for each six-month distribution period, as determined

under division (D) of this section.

(D) The Ohio *egat—assistapee—access to justice foundation

shall allocate moneys contained in the legal aid fund monthly

for distribution to applicants that filed their applications in
the previous calendar year and are determined to be eligible

applicants.

All moneys contained in the fund on the first day of each
month shall be allocated, after deduction of the costs of
administering sections 120.51 to 120.55 and sections 1901.26,
1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09, and 4705.10 of the Revised
Code that are authorized by section 120.52 of the Revised Code,
according to this section and shall be distributed accordingly
not later than the last day of the month following the month the
moneys were received. In making the allocations under this
section, the moneys in the fund that were generated pursuant to

sections 1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.09, and
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4705.10 of the Revised Code shall be apportioned as follows:

(1) After deduction of the amount authorized and used for
actual, reasonable administrative costs under section 120.52 of

the Revised Code:

(a) Five per cent of the moneys remaining in the fund
shall be reserved for use in the manner described in division
(A) of section 120.521 of the Revised Code or for distribution
to legal aid societies that provide assistance to special
population groups of their eligible clients, engage in special
projects that have a substantial impact on their local service
area or on significant segments of the state's poverty
population, or provide legal training or support to other legal

aid societies in the state;

(b) After deduction of the amount described in division
(D) (1) (a) of this section, one and three-quarters per cent of
the moneys remaining in the fund shall be apportioned among

entities that received financial assistance from the legal aid

fund prior to July 1, 1993, but that, on and after July 1, 1993,

no longer qualify as a legal aid society that is eligible for

financial assistance under this section.

(c) After deduction of the amounts described in divisions
(D) (1) (a) and (b) of this section, fifteen per cent of the
moneys remaining in the fund shall be placed in the Feegadt—

assistaree—access to justice foundation fund for use in the

manner described in division (A) of section 120.521 of the

Revised Code.

(2) After deduction of the actual, reasonable
administrative costs under section 120.52 of the Revised Code

and after deduction of the amounts identified in divisions (D)
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(1) (a), (b), and (c) of this section, the remaining moneys shall
be apportioned among the counties that are served by eligible
legal aid societies that have applied for financial assistance
under this section so that each such county is apportioned a
portion of those moneys, based upon the ratio of the number of
indigents who reside in that county to the total number of
indigents who reside in all counties of this state that are
served by eligible legal aid societies that have applied for
financial assistance under this section. Subject to division (E)
of this section, the moneys apportioned to a county under this
division then shall be allocated to the eligible legal aid
society that serves the county and that has applied for
financial assistance under this section. For purposes of this
division, the source of data identifying the number of indigent

persons who reside in a county shall be selected by the Ohio

tegat—assistanece—access to justice foundation from the best

available figures maintained by the United States census bureau.

(E) If the Ohio legal—eassistanmee—access to justice

foundation, in attempting to make an allocation of moneys under

division (D) (2) of this section, determines that a county that
has been apportioned money under that division is served by more
than one eligible legal aid society that has applied for
financial assistance under this section, the Ohio +egad—

assistanree—access to justice foundation shall allocate the

moneys that have been apportioned to that county under division
(D) (2) of this section among all eligible legal aid societies
that serve that county and that have applied for financial
assistance under this section on a pro rata basis, so that each
such eligible society is allocated a portion based upon the
amount of its total budget expended in the prior calendar year

for legal services in that county as compared to the total
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amount expended in the prior calendar year for legal services in
that county by all eligible legal aid societies that serve that
county and that have applied for financial assistance under this

section.

(F) Moneys allocated to eligible applicants under this
section shall be paid monthly beginning the calendar year

following the calendar year in which the application is filed.

(G) (1) A legal aid society that receives financial
assistance in any calendar year under this section shall file an

annual report with the Ohio tegat—assistapee—access to justice

foundation detailing the number and types of cases handled, and
the amount and types of legal training, legal technical
assistance, and other service provided, by means of that
financial assistance. No information contained in the report
shall identify or enable the identification of any person served
by the legal aid society or in any way breach client

confidentiality.

(2) The Ohio +egal—assistanee—access to justice foundation

shall make an annual report to the governor, the general

assembly, and the supreme court on the distribution and use of
the legal aid fund. The foundation also shall include in the
annual report an audited financial statement of all gifts,
bequests, donations, contributions, and other moneys the
foundation receives. No information contained in the report
shall identify or enable the identification of any person served

by a legal aid society, or in any way breach confidentiality.

(H) A legal aid society may enter into agreements for the
provision of services, programs, training, or legal technical

assistance for the legal aid society or to indigent persons.
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Sec. 1901.26. (A) Subject to division (E) of this section,

costs in a municipal court shall be fixed and taxed as follows:

(1) (a) The municipal court shall require an advance
deposit for the filing of any new civil action or proceeding
when required by division (C) of this section, and in all other
cases, by rule, shall establish a schedule of fees and costs to

be taxed in any civil or criminal action or proceeding.

(b) (1) The legislative authority of a municipal
corporation may by ordinance establish a schedule of fees to be
taxed as costs in any civil, criminal, or traffic action or
proceeding in a municipal court for the performance by officers
or other employees of the municipal corporation's police
department or marshal's office of any of the services specified
in sections 311.17 and 509.15 of the Revised Code. No fee in the
schedule shall be higher than the fee specified in section
311.17 of the Revised Code for the performance of the same
service by the sheriff. If a fee established in the schedule
conflicts with a fee for the same service established in another
section of the Revised Code or a rule of court, the fee
established in the other section of the Revised Code or the rule

of court shall apply.

(1ii) When an officer or employee of a municipal police
department or marshal's office performs in a civil, criminal, or
traffic action or proceeding in a municipal court a service
specified in section 311.17 or 509.15 of the Revised Code for
which a taxable fee has been established under this or any other
section of the Revised Code, the applicable legal fees and any
other extraordinary expenses, including overtime, provided for
the service shall be taxed as costs in the case. The clerk of

the court shall pay those legal fees and other expenses, when
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collected, into the general fund of the municipal corporation

that employs the officer or employee.

(iii) If a bailiff of a municipal court performs in a
civil, criminal, or traffic action or proceeding in that court a
service specified in section 311.17 or 509.15 of the Revised
Code for which a taxable fee has been established under this
section or any other section of the Revised Code, the fee for
the service is the same and is taxable to the same extent as 1if
the service had been performed by an officer or employee of the
police department or marshal's office of the municipal
corporation in which the court is located. The clerk of that
court shall pay the fee, when collected, into the general fund
of the entity or entities that fund the bailiff's salary, in the

same prorated amount as the salary is funded.

(iv) Division (A) (1) (b) of this section does not authorize
or require any officer or employee of a police department or
marshal's office of a municipal corporation or any bailiff of a
municipal court to perform any service not otherwise authorized

by law.

(2) The municipal court, by rule, may require an advance
deposit for the filing of any civil action or proceeding and
publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised
Code. The court may waive the requirement for advance deposit
upon affidavit or other evidence that a party is unable to make

the required deposit.

(3) When a jury trial is demanded in any civil action or
proceeding, the party making the demand may be required to make
an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless, upon
affidavit or other evidence, the court concludes that the party

is unable to make the required deposit. If a jury is called, the
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fees of a jury shall be taxed as costs.

(4) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding, each
witness shall receive twelve dollars for each full day's
attendance and six dollars for each half day's attendance. Each
witness in a municipal court that is not a county-operated
municipal court also shall receive fifty and one-half cents for
each mile necessarily traveled to and from the witness's place

of residence to the action or proceeding.

(5) A reasonable charge for driving, towing, carting,
storing, keeping, and preserving motor vehicles and other
personal property recovered or seized in any proceeding may be
taxed as part of the costs in a trial of the cause, in an amount

that shall be fixed by rule of court.

(6) Chattel property seized under any writ or process
issued by the court shall be preserved pending final disposition
for the benefit of all persons interested and may be placed in
storage when necessary or proper for that preservation. The
custodian of any chattel property so stored shall not be
required to part with the possession of the property until a

reasonable charge, to be fixed by the court, is paid.

(7) The municipal court, as it determines, may refund all
deposits and advance payments of fees and costs, including those
for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the

losing party.

(8) Charges for the publication of legal notices required
by statute or order of court may be taxed as part of the costs,

as provided by section 7.13 of the Revised Code.

(B) (1) The municipal court may determine that, for the

efficient operation of the court, additional funds are necessary
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to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including,
but not limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or
the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition of
equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service
programs, mediation or dispute resolution services, the
employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges,
acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon
that determination, the court by rule may charge a fee, in
addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each
criminal cause, civil action or proceeding, or judgment by

confession.

If the municipal court offers a special program or service
in cases of a specific type, the municipal court by rule may
assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and
above court costs, to cover the special program or service. The
municipal court shall adjust the special assessment
periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed
in those cases does not exceed the actual cost of providing the

service or program.

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section
shall be paid to the county treasurer if the court is a county-
operated municipal court or to the city treasurer if the court
is not a county-operated municipal court for deposit into either
a general special projects fund or a fund established for a
specific special project. Moneys from a fund of that nature
shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an amount no
greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a
specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a
program or service established under division (B) of this
section, the municipal court may order that moneys remaining in

the fund be transferred to an account established under this
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division for a similar purpose.
(2) As used in division (B) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation
of a statute or ordinance, or subsection of a statute or
ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a
separate plea before disposition and of which the defendant may
be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple charge on a
single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge
on a single summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause"
does not include separate violations of the same statute or
ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance,
unless each charge is filed on a separate summons, citation, or

complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil

litigation that must be determined by judgment entry.

(C) The municipal court shall collect in all its divisions
except the small claims division the sum of twenty-six dollars
as additional filing fees in each new civil action or proceeding
for the charitable public purpose of providing financial
assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state
and to support the office of the state public defender. The
municipal court shall collect in its small claims division the
sum of eleven dollars as additional filing fees in each new
civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of
providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that
operate within the state and to support the office of the state
public defender. This division does not apply to any execution
on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-
judgment proceeding arising out of a civil action. The filing

fees required to be collected under this division shall be in
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addition to any other court costs imposed in the action or 406
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of 407
the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment 408
of the additional filing fees in a new civil action or 409
proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all 410
filing fees in the action or proceeding. All such moneys 411
collected during a month except for an amount equal to up to one 412
per cent of those moneys retained to cover administrative costs 413
shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the 414
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of 415
state in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the 416
Ohio l‘egal—assistanmee—access to justice foundation. The 417
treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds 418
collected under this division to the credit of the civil case 419
filing fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised 420
Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this 421
division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under 422
section 120.52 of the Revised Code. 423

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it 424
collects under this division to cover administrative costs, 425
including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to 426
implement this division. If the court fails to transmit to the 427
treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this 428
division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by 429
the Ohio degat—assistamee—access to justice foundation, the 430
court shall forfeit the moneys the court retains under this 431
division to cover administrative costs, including the hiring of 432
any additional personnel necessary to implement this division, 433
and shall transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys 434
collected under this division, including the forfeited amount 435

retained for administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid 436
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fund.

(D) In the Cleveland municipal court, reasonable charges
for investigating titles of real estate to be sold or disposed
of under any writ or process of the court may be taxed as part

of the costs.

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21
to 2969.27 of the Revised Code, the clerk of the municipal court
shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in

those sections.
(F) As used in this section:

(1) "Full day's attendance" means a day on which a witness
is required or requested to be present at an action or
proceeding before and after twelve noon, regardless of whether

the witness actually testifies.

(2) "Half day's attendance" means a day on which a witness
is required or requested to be present at an action or
proceeding either before or after twelve noon, but not both,

regardless of whether the witness actually testifies.

Sec. 1907.24. (A) Subject to division (C) of this section,

a county court shall fix and tax fees and costs as follows:

(1) The county court shall require an advance deposit for
the filing of any new civil action or proceeding when required
by division (C) of this section and, in all other cases, shall
establish a schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in any civil

or criminal action or proceeding.

(2) The county court by rule may require an advance
deposit for the filing of a civil action or proceeding and

publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised

Page 16

437

438
439
440
441

442
443
444
445

446

447
448
449
450

451
452
453
454

455
456

457
458
459
460
461

462
463
464



Sub. H. B. No. 361

As Reported by the Senate Ways and Means Committee

Code.

The court may waive an advance deposit requirement upon

the presentation of an affidavit or other evidence that

establishes that a party is unable to make the requisite

deposit.

(3) When a party demands a

proceeding,

advance deposit as fixed by rule of court,

concludes,
presented by the party,

requisite deposit. If a jury is

tax the fees of a jury as costs.

(4) In a civil or criminal
county court shall fix the fees

sections 2335.06 and 2335.08 of

(5) A county court may tax
of the cause,

charge for driving, towing,

in an amount fixed by rule of court,

carting,

jury trial in a civil action or

the county court may require the party to make an

unless the court

on the basis of an affidavit or other evidence

that the party is unable to make the

called, the county court shall

action or proceeding, the
of witnesses in accordance with

the Revised Code.

as part of the costs in a trial
a reasonable
and

storing, keeping,

preserving motor vehicles and other personal property recovered

or seized in a proceeding.

(6) The court shall preserve chattel property seized under
a writ or process issued by the court pending final disposition

for the benefit of all interested persons. The court may place

the chattel property in storage when necessary or proper for its

preservation. The custodian of chattel property so stored shall

not be required to part with the possession of the property

until a reasonable charge, to be fixed by the court, is paid.

(7) The county court, as it determines, may refund all

deposits and advance payments of fees and costs, including those

for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the
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losing party.

(8) The court may tax as part of costs charges for the
publication of legal notices required by statute or order of

court, as provided by section 7.13 of the Revised Code.

(B) (1) The county court may determine that, for the
efficient operation of the court, additional funds are necessary
to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including,
but not limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or
the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition of
equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service
programs, mediation or dispute resolution services, the
employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges,
acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon
that determination, the court by rule may charge a fee, in
addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each
criminal cause, civil action or proceeding, or judgment by

confession.

If the county court offers a special program or service in
cases of a specific type, the county court by rule may assess an
additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court
costs, to cover the special program or service. The county court
shall adjust the special assessment periodically, but not
retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does

not exceed the actual cost of providing the service or program.

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section
shall be paid to the county treasurer for deposit into either a
general special projects fund or a fund established for a
specific special project. Moneys from a fund of that nature
shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an amount no

greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a
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specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a
program or service established under division (B) of this
section, the county court may order that moneys remaining in the
fund be transferred to an account established under this

division for a similar purpose.
(2) As used in division (B) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation
of a statute or ordinance, or subsection of a statute or
ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a
separate plea before disposition and of which the defendant may
be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple charge on a
single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge
on a single summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause"
does not include separate violations of the same statute or
ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance,
unless each charge is filed on a separate summons, citation, or

complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil

litigation that must be determined by judgment entry.

(C) Subject to division (E) of this section, the county
court shall collect in all its divisions except the small claims
division the sum of twenty-six dollars as additional filing fees
in each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public
purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies
that operate within the state and to support the office of the
state public defender. Subject to division (E) of this section,
the county court shall collect in its small claims division the
sum of eleven dollars as additional filing fees in each new
civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of

providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that
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operate within the state and to support the office of the state
public defender. This division does not apply to any execution
on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-
judgment proceeding arising out of a civil action. The filing
fees required to be collected under this division shall be in
addition to any other court costs imposed in the action or
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of
the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment
of the additional filing fees in a new civil action or
proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all
filing fees in the action or proceeding. All such moneys
collected during a month except for an amount equal to up to one
per cent of those moneys retained to cover administrative costs
shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of

state in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the

Ohio Fregal—assistanee—access to justice foundation. The

treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds
collected under this division to the credit of the civil case
filing fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised
Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this
division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under

section 120.52 of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it
collects under this division to cover administrative costs,
including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to
implement this division. If the court fails to transmit to the
treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this
division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by

the Ohio degat—assistamece—access to justice foundation, the

court shall forfeit the moneys the court retains under this
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division to cover administrative costs, including the hiring of
any additional personnel necessary to implement this division,
and shall transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys
collected under this division, including the forfeited amount
retained for administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid

fund.

(D) The county court shall establish by rule a schedule of
fees for miscellaneous services performed by the county court or
any of its judges in accordance with law. If judges of the court
of common pleas perform similar services, the fees prescribed in
the schedule shall not exceed the fees for those services

prescribed by the court of common pleas.

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21
to 2969.27 of the Revised Code, the clerk of the county court
shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in

those sections.

Sec. 2303.201. (A) (1) The court of common pleas of any
county may determine that for the efficient operation of the
court additional funds are required to computerize the court, to
make available computerized legal research services, or to do
both. Upon making a determination that additional funds are
required for either or both of those purposes, the court shall
authorize and direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to
charge one additional fee, not to exceed six dollars, on the
filing of each cause of action or appeal under divisions (&),

(Q), and (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code.

(2) All fees collected under division (A) (1) of this
section shall be paid to the county treasurer. The treasurer
shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund to be

disbursed either upon an order of the court, subject to an
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appropriation by the board of county commissioners, or upon an
order of the court, subject to the court making an annual report
available to the public listing the use of all such funds, in an
amount not greater than the actual cost to the court of
procuring and maintaining computerization of the court,

computerized legal research services, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund
described in division (A) (2) of this section are more than
sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee
described in division (A) (1) of this section was imposed, the
court may declare a surplus in the fund and, subject to an
appropriation by the board of county commissioners, expend those
surplus funds, or upon an order of the court, subject to the
court making an annual report available to the public listing
the use of all such funds, expend those surplus funds, for other

appropriate technological expenses of the court.

(B) (1) The court of common pleas of any county may
determine that, for the efficient operation of the court,
additional funds are required to make technological advances in
or to computerize the office of the clerk of the court of common
pleas and, upon that determination, authorize and direct the
clerk of the court of common pleas to charge an additional fee,
not to exceed twenty dollars, on the filing of each cause of
action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of
each certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and indexing
of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or
modify a judgment under divisions (A), (P), (Q), (T), and (U) of
section 2303.20 of the Revised Code and not to exceed one dollar
each for the services described in divisions (B), (C), (D), (F),
(H), and (L) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code. Subject to

division (B) (2) of this section, all moneys collected under
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division (B) (1) of this section shall be paid to the county
treasurer to be disbursed, upon an order of the court of common
pleas and subject to appropriation by the board of county
commissioners, in an amount no greater than the actual cost to
the court of procuring and maintaining technology and computer
systems for the office of the clerk of the court of common

pleas.

(2) If the court of common pleas of a county makes the
determination described in division (B) (1) of this section, the
board of county commissioners of that county may issue one or
more general obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and
maintaining the technology and computer systems for the office
of the clerk of the court of common pleas. In addition to the
purposes stated in division (B) (1) of this section for which the
moneys collected under that division may be expended, the moneys
additionally may be expended to pay debt charges on and
financing costs related to any general obligation bonds issued
pursuant to division (B) (2) of this section as they become due.
General obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B) (2) of

this section are Chapter 133. securities.

(C) The court of common pleas shall collect the sum of
twenty-six dollars as additional filing fees in each new civil
action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of
providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that
operate within the state and to support the office of the state
public defender. This division does not apply to a juvenile
division of a court of common pleas, except that an additional
filing fee of fifteen dollars shall apply to custody,
visitation, and parentage actions; to a probate division of a
court of common pleas, except that the additional filing fees

shall apply to name change, guardianship, adoption, and
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decedents' estate proceedings; or to an execution on a judgment,
proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-judgment
proceeding arising out of a civil action. The filing fees
required to be collected under this division shall be in
addition to any other filing fees imposed in the action or
proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of
the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment
of the additional filing fees in a new civil action or
proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all
filing fees in the action or proceeding. All such moneys
collected during a month except for an amount equal to up to one
per cent of those moneys retained to cover administrative costs
shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of

state in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the

Ohio Fregal—assistanee—access to justice foundation. The

treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds
collected under this division to the credit of the civil case
filing fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised
Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this
division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under

section 120.52 of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it
collects under this division to cover administrative costs,
including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to
implement this division. If the court fails to transmit to the
treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this
division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by

the Ohio tegat—assistamee—access to justice foundation, the

court shall forfeit the moneys the court retains under this

division to cover administrative costs, including the hiring of
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any additional personnel necessary to implement this division,
and shall transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys
collected under this division, including the forfeited amount
retained for administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid

fund.

(D) On and after the thirtieth day after December 9, 1994,
the court of common pleas shall collect the sum of thirty-two
dollars as additional filing fees in each new action or
proceeding for annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage
for the purpose of funding shelters for victims of domestic
violence pursuant to sections 3113.35 to 3113.39 of the Revised
Code. The filing fees required to be collected under this
division shall be in addition to any other filing fees imposed
in the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time
of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court shall not
waive the payment of the additional filing fees in a new action
or proceeding for annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage
unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing fees
in the action or proceeding. On or before the twentieth day of
each month, all moneys collected during the immediately
preceding month pursuant to this division shall be deposited by
the clerk of the court into the county treasury in the special
fund used for deposit of additional marriage license fees as
described in section 3113.34 of the Revised Code. Upon their
deposit into the fund, the moneys shall be retained in the fund
and expended only as described in section 3113.34 of the Revised

Code.

(E) (1) The court of common pleas may determine that, for
the efficient operation of the court, additional funds are
necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court,

including, but not limited to, the acquisition of additional
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facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the
acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff,
community service programs, mediation or dispute resolution
services, the employment of magistrates, the training and
education of judges, acting judges, and magistrates, and other
related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule may
charge a fee, in addition to all other court costs, on the
filing of each criminal cause, civil action or proceeding, or

judgment by confession.

If the court of common pleas offers or requires a special
program or additional services in cases of a specific type, the
court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that
type, over and above court costs, to cover the special program
or service. The court shall adjust the special assessment
periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed
in those cases does not exceed the actual cost of providing the

service or program.

All moneys collected under division (E) of this section
shall be paid to the county treasurer for deposit into either a
general special projects fund or a fund established for a
specific special project. Moneys from a fund of that nature
shall be disbursed upon an order of the court, subject to an
appropriation by the board of county commissioners, in an amount
no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a
specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a
program or service established under division (E) of this
section, the court may order, subject to an appropriation by the
board of county commissioners, that moneys remaining in the fund
be transferred to an account established under this division for

a similar purpose.
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(2) As used in division (E) of this section:

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation
of a statute or ordinance, or subsection of a statute or
ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a
separate plea before disposition and of which the defendant may
be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple charge on a
single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge
on a single summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause"
does not include separate violations of the same statute or
ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance,
unless each charge is filed on a separate summons, citation, or

complaint.

(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil

litigation that must be determined by judgment entry.

Sec. 3953.231. (A) (1) Each title insurance agent or title
insurance company shall establish and maintain an interest-
bearing trust account for the deposit of all non-directed escrow
funds that meet the requirements of sections 1349.20 to 1349.22

of the Revised Code.

(2) The account shall be established and maintained in any
federally insured bank, savings and loan association, credit
union, or savings bank that is authorized to transact business

in this state.

(3) The account shall be in the name of the title
insurance agent or company, and shall be identified as an
"interest on trust account" or "IOTA." The name of the account
may contain additional identifying information to distinguish it

from other accounts.

(4) The title insurance agent or company establishing the
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account shall submit, in writing, to the superintendent of
insurance the name, account number, and location of the bank,
savings and loan association, credit union, or savings bank in

which the trust account is maintained.

(B) Each title insurance agent or company shall deposit
all non-directed escrow funds that are nominal in amount or are
to be held for a short period of time into the account
established under division (A) of this section no later than the

next business day after receipt.

(C) Each account established under division (A) of this

section shall comply with all of the following:

(1) All funds in the account shall be subject to
withdrawal or transfer upon request and without delay, or as

soon as permitted by law;

(2) The rate of interest payable on the account shall not
be less than the rate paid by the bank, savings and loan, credit
union, or savings bank to its regular depositors. The rate may
be higher if there is no impairment of the right to the

immediate withdrawal or transfer of the principal;

(3) All interest earned on the account, net of service
charges and other related charges, shall be transmitted to the
treasurer of state for deposit in the legal aid fund established
under section 120.52 of the Revised Code. No part of the
interest earned shall be paid to the title insurance agent or

company.

(D) The title insurance agent or company establishing an
account under division (A) of this section shall direct the
bank, savings and loan association, credit union, or savings

bank to do both of the following:

Page 28

798
799
800
801

802
803
804
805
806

807
808

809
810
811

812
813
814
815
816

817
818
819
820
821
822

823
824
825
826



Sub. H. B. No. 361
As Reported by the Senate Ways and Means Committee

(1) Remit interest or dividends on the average monthly
balance in the account, or as otherwise computed in accordance
with the standard accounting practice of the bank, savings and
loan association, credit union, or savings bank, less reasonable
service charges and other related charges, to the treasurer of
state at least quarterly for deposit in the legal aid fund

established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code;

(2) At the time of each remittance, transmit to the
treasurer of state, and if requested, to the Ohio degat—

assistanree—access to justice foundation, and the title insurance

agent or company, a statement showing the name of the title
insurance agent or company for whom the remittance is sent, the
rate of interest applied, the accounting period, the net amount
remitted to the treasurer of state for each account, the total
remitted, the average account balance for each month of the
period for which the report is made, and the amount deducted for

service charges and other related charges.

(E) The statements and reports submitted by the bank,
savings and loan association, credit union, or savings bank
under this section, are not public records subject to section
149.43 of the Revised Code and shall be used only to administer
the legal aid fund.

(F) No funds belonging to a title insurance agent or
company shall be deposited into an account established under
division (A) of this section except funds necessary to pay
service charges and other related charges of the bank, savings
and loan association, credit union, or savings bank that are in

excess of earnings on the account.

(G) No liability arising out of any negligent act or

omission of any title insurance agent or company with respect to
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any account established under division (A) of this section shall
be imputed to the bank, savings and loan association, credit

union, or savings bank.

(H) No liability or responsibility arising out of any
negligent act or omission of any title insurance agent with
respect to any account established under division (A) of this

section shall be imputed to a title insurance company.

(I) The superintendent may adopt, in accordance with
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, rules that pertain to the use
of accounts established under division (A) of this section and

to the enforcement of this section.

Sec. 4705.10. (A) All of the following apply to an
interest-bearing trust account established under authority of

section 4705.09 of the Revised Code:

(1) All funds in the account shall be subject to
withdrawal upon request and without delay, or as soon as is

permitted by federal law;

(2) The rate of interest payable on the account shall not
be less than the rate paid by the depository institution to
regular, nonattorney depositors. Higher rates offered by the
institution to customers whose deposits exceed certain time or
quantity qualifications, such as those offered in the form of
certificates of deposit, may be obtained by a person or law firm
establishing the account if there is no impairment of the right

to withdraw or transfer principal immediately.

(3) The depository institution shall be directed, by the
person or law firm establishing the account, to do all of the

following:

(a) Remit interest or dividends, whichever is applicable,

Page 30

857
858
859

860
861
862
863

864
865
866
867

868
869
870

871
872
873

874
875
876
877
878
879
880
881

882
883
884

885



Sub. H. B. No. 361
As Reported by the Senate Ways and Means Committee

on the average monthly balance in the account or as otherwise
computed in accordance with the institution's standard
accounting practice, less reasonable service charges, to the
treasurer of state at least quarterly for deposit in the legal

aid fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code;

(b) Transmit to the treasurer of state, upon its request,

to the Ohilo—fegat—Assistance—Foundatien access to justice

foundation, and the depositing attorney, law firm, or legal

professional association upon the attorney's, firm's, or
association's request, at the time of each remittance required
by division (A) (3) (a) of this section, a statement showing the
name of the attorney for whom or the law firm or legal
professional association for which the remittance is sent, the
rate of interest applied, the accounting period, the net amount
remitted to the treasurer of state for each account, the total
remitted, the average account balance for each month of the
period for which the report is made, and the amount deducted for

service charges;

(4) The depository institution shall notify the office of
disciplinary counsel or other entity designated by the supreme
court on each occasion when a properly payable instrument is
presented for payment from the account, and the account contains
insufficient funds. The depository institution shall provide
this notice without regard to whether the instrument is honored
by the depository institution. The depository institution shall
provide the notice described in division (A) (4) of this section
by electronic or other means within five banking days of the
date that the instrument was honored or returned as dishonored.

The notice shall contain all of the following:

(a) The name and address of the depository institution;
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(b) The name and address of the lawyer, law firm, or legal

professional association that maintains the account;

(c) The account number and either the amount of the
overdraft and the date issued or the amount of the dishonored

instrument and the date returned.

(B) (1) The statements and reports of individual depositor
information made under divisions (A) (3) and (4) of this section
are confidential and shall be used only for purposes of
administering the legal aid fund and for enforcement of the

rules of professional conduct adopted by the supreme court.

(2) A depository institution may charge the lawyer, law
firm, or legal professional association that maintains the
account with fees associated with producing and mailing a notice
required by division (A) (4) of this section but shall not deduct

such fees from the interest earned on the account.

Sec. 5715.19. (A) As used in this section, "member" has
the same meaning as in section 1705.01 of the Revised Code, and
"internet identifier of record" has the same meaning as in

section 9.312 of the Revised Code.

(1) Subject to division (A) (2) of this section, a
complaint against any of the following determinations for the
current tax year shall be filed with the county auditor on or
before the thirty-first day of March of the ensuing tax year or
the date of closing of the collection for the first half of real
and public utility property taxes for the current tax year,

whichever is later:

(a) Any classification made under section 5713.041 of the

Revised Code;

(b) Any determination made under section 5713.32 or
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5713.35 of the Revised Code;

(c) Any recoupment charge levied under section 5713.35 of

the Revised Code;

(d) The determination of the total valuation or assessment
of any parcel that appears on the tax list, except parcels
assessed by the tax commissioner pursuant to section 5727.06 of

the Revised Code;

(e) The determination of the total valuation of any parcel
that appears on the agricultural land tax list, except parcels
assessed by the tax commissioner pursuant to section 5727.06 of

the Revised Code;

(f) Any determination made under division (A) of section

319.302 of the Revised Code.

If such a complaint is filed by mail or certified mail,
the date of the United States postmark placed on the envelope or
sender's receipt by the postal service shall be treated as the
date of filing. A private meter postmark on an envelope is not a

valid postmark for purposes of establishing the filing date.

Any person owning taxable real property in the county or
in a taxing district with territory in the county; such a
person's spouse; an individual who is retained by such a person
and who holds a designation from a professional assessment
organization, such as the institute for professionals in
taxation, the national council of property taxation, or the
international association of assessing officers; a public
accountant who holds a permit under section 4701.10 of the
Revised Code, a general or residential real estate appraiser
licensed or certified under Chapter 4763. of the Revised Code,

or a real estate broker licensed under Chapter 4735. of the
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Revised Code, who is retained by such a person; if the person is
a firm, company, association, partnership, limited liability
company, or corporation, an officer, a salaried employee, a
partner, or a member of that person; if the person is a trust, a
trustee of the trust; the board of county commissioners; the
prosecuting attorney or treasurer of the county; the board of
township trustees of any township with territory within the
county; the board of education of any school district with any
territory in the county; or the mayor or legislative authority
of any municipal corporation with any territory in the county
may file such a complaint regarding any such determination
affecting any real property in the county, except that a person
owning taxable real property in another county may file such a
complaint only with regard to any such determination affecting
real property in the county that is located in the same taxing
district as that person's real property is located. The county
auditor shall present to the county board of revision all

complaints filed with the auditor.

(2) As used in division (A) (2) of this section, "interim
period" means, for each county, the tax year to which section
5715.24 of the Revised Code applies and each subsequent tax year

until the tax year in which that section applies again.

No person, board, or officer shall file a complaint

against the valuation or assessment of any parcel that appears
on the tax list if it filed a complaint against the valuation or
assessment of that parcel for any prior tax year in the same
interim period, unless the person, board, or officer alleges
that the valuation or assessment should be changed due to one or
more of the following circumstances that occurred after the tax
lien date for the tax year for which the prior complaint was

filed and that the circumstances were not taken into
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consideration with respect to the prior complaint:

(a) The property was sold in an arm's length transaction,

as described in section 5713.03 of the Revised Code;
(b) The property lost value due to some casualty;
(c) Substantial improvement was added to the property;

(d) An increase or decrease of at least fifteen per cent
in the property's occupancy has had a substantial economic

impact on the property.

(3) If a county board of revision, the board of tax
appeals, or any court dismisses a complaint filed under this
section or section 5715.13 of the Revised Code for the reason
that the act of filing the complaint was the unauthorized
practice of law or the person filing the complaint was engaged
in the unauthorized practice of law, the party affected by a
decrease in valuation or the party's agent, or the person owning
taxable real property in the county or in a taxing district with
territory in the county, may refile the complaint,

notwithstanding division (A) (2) of this section.

(4) (a) No complaint filed under this section or section
5715.13 of the Revised Code shall be dismissed for the reason
that the complaint fails to accurately identify the owner of the

property that is the subject of the complaint.

(b) If a complaint fails to accurately identify the owner
of the property that is the subject of the complaint, the board
of revision shall exercise due diligence to ensure the correct
property owner is notified as required by divisions (B) and (C)

of this section.

(5) Notwithstanding division (A) (2) of this section, a
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person, board, or officer may file a complaint against the
valuation or assessment of any parcel that appears on the tax
list if it filed a complaint against the valuation or assessment
of that parcel for any prior tax year in the same interim period
if the person, board, or officer withdrew the complaint before

the complaint was heard by the board.

(B) Within thirty days after the last date such complaints
may be filed, the auditor shall give notice of each complaint in
which the stated amount of overvaluation, undervaluation,
discriminatory valuation, illegal valuation, or incorrect
determination is at least seventeen thousand five hundred
dollars to each property owner whose property is the subject of
the complaint, if the complaint was not filed by the owner or
the owner's spouse, and to each board of education whose school
district may be affected by the complaint. Within thirty days
after receiving such notice, a board of education; a property
owner; the owner's spouse; an individual who is retained by such
an owner and who holds a designation from a professional
assessment organization, such as the institute for professionals
in taxation, the national council of property taxation, or the
international association of assessing officers; a public
accountant who holds a permit under section 4701.10 of the
Revised Code, a general or residential real estate appraiser
licensed or certified under Chapter 4763. of the Revised Code,
or a real estate broker licensed under Chapter 4735. of the
Revised Code, who is retained by such a person; or, if the
property owner is a firm, company, association, partnership,
limited liability company, corporation, or trust, an officer, a
salaried employee, a partner, a member, or trustee of that
property owner, may file a complaint in support of or objecting

to the amount of alleged overvaluation, undervaluation,
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discriminatory valuation, illegal valuation, or incorrect
determination stated in a previously filed complaint or
objecting to the current valuation. Upon the filing of a
complaint under this division, the board of education or the

property owner shall be made a party to the action.

(C) Each board of revision shall notify any complainant
and also the property owner, if the property owner's address is
known, when a complaint is filed by one other than the property
owner, not less than ten days prior to the hearing, either by
certified mail or, if the board has record of an internet
identifier of record associated with the owner, by ordinary mail
and by that internet identifier of record of the time and place
the same will be heard. The board of revision shall hear and

render its decision on a complaint within sfmetsy—one hundred

ar

hereof—last day a complaint may be

eighty days after the £iling

filed with the board under division (A) (1) of this section or,

cept—that—if a complaint is filed within thirty days after
receiving notice from the auditor as provided in division (B) of
this section, £khe—Pbeard—shall hear andrender—itsdeecisieon—
within aimety—one hundred eighty days after such filing.

(D) The determination of any such complaint shall relate
back to the date when the lien for taxes or recoupment charges
for the current year attached or the date as of which liability
for such year was determined. Liability for taxes and recoupment
charges for such year and each succeeding year until the
complaint is finally determined and for any penalty and interest
for nonpayment thereof within the time required by law shall be
based upon the determination, valuation, or assessment as
finally determined. Each complaint shall state the amount of
overvaluation, undervaluation, discriminatory valuation, illegal

valuation, or incorrect classification or determination upon
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which the complaint is based. The treasurer shall accept any
amount tendered as taxes or recoupment charge upon property
concerning which a complaint is then pending, computed upon the
claimed valuation as set forth in the complaint. If a complaint
filed under this section for the current year is not determined
by the board within the time prescribed for such determination,
the complaint and any proceedings in relation thereto shall be
continued by the board as a valid complaint for any ensuing year
until such complaint is finally determined by the board or upon
any appeal from a decision of the board. In such case, the
original complaint shall continue in effect without further
filing by the original taxpayer, the original taxpayer's
assignee, or any other person or entity authorized to file a

complaint under this section.

(E) If a taxpayer files a complaint as to the
classification, valuation, assessment, or any determination
affecting the taxpayer's own property and tenders less than the
full amount of taxes or recoupment charges as finally

determined, an interest charge shall accrue as follows:

(1) If the amount finally determined is less than the
amount billed but more than the amount tendered, the taxpayer
shall pay interest at the rate per annum prescribed by section
5703.47 of the Revised Code, computed from the date that the
taxes were due on the difference between the amount finally
determined and the amount tendered. This interest charge shall
be in lieu of any penalty or interest charge under section
323.121 of the Revised Code unless the taxpayer failed to file a
complaint and tender an amount as taxes or recoupment charges
within the time required by this section, in which case section

323.121 of the Revised Code applies.
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(2) If the amount of taxes finally determined is equal to
or greater than the amount billed and more than the amount
tendered, the taxpayer shall pay interest at the rate prescribed
by section 5703.47 of the Revised Code from the date the taxes
were due on the difference between the amount finally determined
and the amount tendered, such interest to be in lieu of any
interest charge but in addition to any penalty prescribed by

section 323.121 of the Revised Code.

(F) Upon request of a complainant, the tax commissioner
shall determine the common level of assessment of real property
in the county for the year stated in the request that is not
valued under section 5713.31 of the Revised Code, which common
level of assessment shall be expressed as a percentage of true
value and the common level of assessment of lands valued under
such section, which common level of assessment shall also be
expressed as a percentage of the current agricultural use value
of such lands. Such determination shall be made on the basis of
the most recent available sales ratio studies of the
commissioner and such other factual data as the commissioner

deems pertinent.

(G) A complainant shall provide to the board of revision
all information or evidence within the complainant's knowledge
or possession that affects the real property that is the subject
of the complaint. A complainant who fails to provide such
information or evidence is precluded from introducing it on
appeal to the board of tax appeals or the court of common pleas,
except that the board of tax appeals or court may admit and
consider the evidence if the complainant shows good cause for
the complainant's failure to provide the information or evidence

to the board of revision.
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(H) In case of the pendency of any proceeding in court
based upon an alleged excessive, discriminatory, or illegal
valuation or incorrect classification or determination, the
taxpayer may tender to the treasurer an amount as taxes upon
property computed upon the claimed valuation as set forth in the
complaint to the court. The treasurer may accept the tender. If
the tender is not accepted, no penalty shall be assessed because

of the nonpayment of the full taxes assessed.

Section 2. That existing sections 120.52, 120.521, 120.53,
1901.26, 1907.24, 2303.201, 3953.231, 4705.10, and 5715.19 of

the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. The amendment by this act of section 5715.19 of
the Revised Code applies to complaints filed under that section

on or after the effective date of this act.
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