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May 1, 2019

Chairman Zeltwanger, Vice Chair Powell, Ranking Member Sobecki, and members of
the Economic and Workforce Development Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to share my thoughts on the importance of HB 98 to my county and to
the high unemployment counties in rural Ohio.

As the economy has grown across our country our region has not seen the economic
prosperity the rest of our nation has enjoyed.  OQur population is dwindling....the
most recent data showing county population growth in Ohio from 2017 to 2018
shows that 13 of the 17 counties along the Ohio River have lost population during
that period. According to ODJFS labor market data the APEG region, even with the
advent of shale, has 13,600 less people employed in 2018 than there were in 20009.

One of the main reasons is the lack of suitable sites and buildings in our area for
business to locate and grow.  While we have the available workforce that business
desires, we lack the needed industrial parks and available buildings that makes us
competitive for industry site searches.

The Rural Industrial Park Program helps communities with the upfront capital to
build these needed assets. It is not a giveaway.....communities will take on
considerable financial risk in borrowing these funds, selling their sites and buildings,
and repaying these loans, but the flexible terms make it 3 much more viable tool
than private financing.

Chairman Zeltwanger, Vice Chair Powell, Ranking Member Sobecki, and members of
the Economic and Workforce Development Committee, | urge you to consider
supporting HB 98.



