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While working toward reduced carbon emissions in Ohio is a laudable goal, and one that 
we certainly all desire, the Ohio Conservative Energy Forum (OHCEF) views a diverse, 
all-of-the-above energy portfolio as a conduit for economic growth, military might, and 
Ohio-led innovative progress. OHCEF has long acknowledged the importance of coal, 
natural gas, and nuclear energy in Ohio, but we also recognize the need for a diversified 
energy portfolio that is inclusive of new, renewable energy generation. 
 
Unfortunately, substitute HB 6 has not substantially changed the initial bill which 
stopped short of taking advantage of an opportunity to remove government regulations 
that are blocking the development of new sources of made-in-Ohio generation and the 
opportunities to create jobs, spur economic development, and increase revenue for local 
schools and communities. OHCEF continues to oppose substitute HB 6 for the following 
reasons: 
 

• The Ohio General Assembly should be focused on trimming back existing 
government regulations, such as the current wind setback. 

• Exhibit 1 illustrates the levelized cost of energy. The removal of burdensome 
government regulations would allow renewable energy to compete fairly with other 
generation sources. Costs of renewable energy can be found in Exhibit 2. 

• The Ohio General Assembly should remain vigilant to job creation opportunities 
across the entire state. Exhibit 3 begins to quantify possible benefits should 
regulations like the wind setback be reduced. This includes 13,000 new jobs, $4 
billion in capital investments, and $17.2 million per year paid to local governments. 
Additionally, landowners would stand to receive around $16.9 million per year. 

• Of the more than 112,000 Ohioans employed in the clean energy industry, 81,000 
Ohioans are work in the energy efficiency industry (Exhibit 4). Changes to the 
Energy Efficiency Resource Standard would put these jobs at risk. As shown in 
Exhibit 5, the EERS has saved ratepayers more than $5 billion dollars. For 
every $1 invested in energy efficiency, Ohio has received $2.65 in benefits.  
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To reiterate, any bill that tackles energy generation from a genuine, all-of-the-above 
perspective must include a revision to the current wind setback. Not including a revision 
to the setback is a missed opportunity to correct a burdensome government regulation 
that is impeding economic growth and restricting property rights for landowners. A poll of 
Ohio conservative voters by Public Opinion Strategies, commissioned by OHCEF, found 
that 75 percent of Ohio conservatives support a reasonable fix to the wind setback.  
 
If Ohio is to attract and retain 21st Century jobs while continuing to add reliable, blue-
collar, renewable energy jobs, we must have forward-thinking policies that remove 
regulation and increase the generation of made-in-Ohio energy. A diverse, innovation-
led, all-of-the-above energy portfolio must be committed to the new generation of made-
in-Ohio renewable energy that works in concert with coal, natural gas, and nuclear 
energy. This will ultimately save consumers money, create jobs, and strengthen our 
overall economy. In doing so, Ohio will be well positioned for future economic success 
while we build a stronger Ohio for our children to inherit. 
 
OHCEF remains confident that a comprehensive, all-of-the-above energy policy that lifts 
all communities across our great state can be crafted. We hope the committee will take 
the above testimony into consideration as the legislative process proceeds. 
 
Should the Chairman or members of the committee want to discuss this testimony further, 
the Ohio Conservative Energy Forum is always available for further conversation. I can 
be reached by email at tyler@ohcef.org. 
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Exhibit 1: Lazard’s Levelized Cost of Energy Report 

 
 
Source: https://www.lazard.com/media/450784/lazards-levelized-cost-of-energy-
version-120-vfinal.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
Exhibit 2: Cost of Renewable Energy 
 

 
 
Source: http://renewable-energysources.com/#2 
 
Department of Energy Report: 
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/aeo/pdf/electricity_generation.pdf 
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Exhibit 3: Opportunities for Economic Growth 
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Source: A Renewable America Economic Development Report, May 2017 
Exhibit 4: Clean Jobs Midwest Report 
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Source: https://www.cleanjobsmidwest.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Ohio_CJM-
Exec-Summary-FINAL.pdf 
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Exhibit 5: Midwest Energy Efficiency Association Energy Savings Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: http://www.mwalliance.org/resources/meea-
publications?f%5B0%5D=state%3A107 


