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May 3, 2019

Representative Scott Oelslaget

The Ohio House of Representatives
The Vern Riffe Center

77 South High Street, 13™ Floox
Columbus, 43215

RE: Substitute House Bill 166 — Medical Release as if on Parole/ APA Probation Services

Representative Oelslager ~

1 wanted to thank you for removing two provisions from the As Introduced version of House Bill
166 that wete of concern to Ohio prosecutors. The first provision authorized the Director of the
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction to release medically incapacitated prisonets from
ODRC facilities. The second shifted responsibility for probation services in neatly half of Ohio
counties from the Adult Parole Authotity to the county.

Medical Release

The release of a medically incapacitated or terminally ill prisoner from ODRC may already be
accomplished under current law by order of the Governor or the sentencing court. Granting the
release authority to the Ditector of ODRC, an unelected state employee, was both unnecessaty and
unwatranted. Eatly release decisions are approptiately placed in the hands of elected officials who are
responsible to the communities to which released prisoners will return.

APA Probation Services

The As Introduced version of the bill would have tequited counties to establish or supplement their
own probation departments through ODRC grant funding rather than have the APA provide those
services. Grants for probation services were to be made only if funding was appropriated. The APA
cutrently has agreements with forty-one counties to provide either full or supplemental probation
services. Requiring almost half of the state to start providing their own probation services ot more of
their own services would have created a substantial financial hardship in many places, even with grant
funding. It would have made it harder to adequately supervise offenders, placing public safety at risk.
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Ohio prosecutoss are supportive of the removal of these provisions and appreciate of your
addressing these concerns through Substitute House Biil 166.

Respectfully,

Louis Tollin
Executive Directot

LT:dpm

F:\Lou\133\HB}66Lt:SubBill Oelslager050319




