BEFORE THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
MAY 29, 2019

Chairman Oelslager, Vice Chairman Scherer, Ranking Member Cera and
members of the Finance Committee. My name is Phil Fulton and today I testify as an
interested party on behalf of the Ohio Association of Claimants’ Counsel (OACC). The
OACC is a group of “experienced workers’ compensation attorneys who strongly support
and believe in Ohio’s state monopoly workers’ compensation system, educates the public
about our system, and who work with the Administrator and all stakeholders in making
our WC system the finest I the country.

Many do not know that OAJ was originally founded in 1954 as the Ohio Chapter
of the National Association of Claimants’ Counsel. Thus, I guess you can say that the
OACC has circled back to assist in the original purpose of OAJ.

Attached is my curriculum vitae. You will note that I have spent my entire
professional life engrossed in the field of the Ohio WC system. Since 1991, I have
authored the treatise, Ohio Workers Compensation Law, with the 5" Edition just recently
published.

[ would like to thank Administrator McCloud and her staff for their continued
communication and discussion regarding policy items. I would second that thank you to
all of the stakeholders. If you will permit me, I would like to address a number of the
amendments.
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Armstrong solution —

Amend RC 4123.01(C)(1)(a)
(a) Where the claimant’s psychiatric condition accompanies an injury or
occupational disease sustained by the claimant

PTSD solution —

Amend RC 4123.68(BB)
(BB) Post-traumatic stress disorder: Any industrial process which exposes
the employee to a deadly weapon or imminent harm; or carrying or
treating an injured person that dies shortly after; or witnessing an injury
that causes a death or witnessing a death.

Treatment for PTSD is limited to one year, unless evidence shows that
without further treatment, the employee’s condition may result in a
deteriorating disabling condition.

Gatekeeper

Armstrong—See McGrone v. Bank One Corp., 107 Ohio St.3d 272, 2005-Ohio-
6506

PTSD—1) Occupational disease statute
2) Specific events
3) Treatment due process



