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Co-Chairs Oelslager and Callender, Vice-Chair Scherer, Ranking Member Cera, and members of
the Ohio House Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today as a
proponent to House Bill 670, the Capital Reappropriations Bill. My name is Brian Perera, and [ am
the Associate Vice-president for state relations at Ohio State University. I would respectfully
request inclusion of the reappropriation line items for Ohio State University in HB 670.

The Ohio State University, celebrating its 150™ year in 2020, has enrollment of more than 68,000
students in the 2019-2020 academic year. Ohio State University consists of a Columbus campus
(Franklin), regional campuses in Lima (Allen), Mansfield (Richland), Marion (Marion), and
Newark (Licking), as well as a Wooster campus (Wayne) that houses our Agricultural Technical
Institute and the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center. Additionally, we have other
facilities across the state like Don Scott Airport, Molly Caren Agricultural Center, and Stone Lab on
Gibraltar Island in Lake Erie.

Due to our institution’s size and land grant mission, we oversee more than 16,000 acres of land and
operate/maintain nearly 1,300 state-owned buildings. As the state has asked public institutions of
higher education to focus on renovation and maintenance in the last several capital biennia, those
purposes are how Ohio State University has been utilizing its state capital appropriations. Inclusion
of Ohio State’s line items in HB 670 is vital in order to continue ongoing projects and prevent
spending authority from lapsing on July 1*, essentially creating a circumstance where we would be
sending skilled tradespeople and suppliers home without having completed many renovation
projects. Without the reappropriations, these projects would not have the funding to proceed and as
such would stop, negatively impacting construction jobs at a time when this type of work is most
needed.

As you know, the purpose of a state capital reappropriations bill is to reauthorize usage of
unexpended balances of capital budget projects previously approved by the General Assembly. This
is necessary due to the Ohio Constitution’s provision prohibiting appropriations from being made
for a period of more than two years. Reappropriations of unexpended balances ensure these projects
can continue without interruption or delay. Also, because capital appropriations do not go into
immediate effect like current expense/operating appropriations, the emergency clause in the bill is
important. Thank you to bill sponsor Rep. Merrin for including the emergency clause.

It is important to note that the requested dollar amounts contained in the spreadsheet attached to my
testimony are not “actual” amounts to be reappropriated. Rather, the dollar values are reasonable-
estimate placeholders from a snapshot in time when reappropriations requests were submitied to and
reviewed by the Office of Budget and Management. I believe submissions to OBM were made late
in calendar year 2019. As noted in the uncodified section of HB 670, the bill before you
reappropriates the actual unencumbered balances, rather than the dollar amount placeholders, as of
June 30, 2020. Again, enactment of this measure prior to July 1 will ensure no gap in appropriation
authority exists for reappropriated projects.

The spreadsheet attached to my testimony reflects the line items, project names, and status for each
of Ohio State University’s requested reappropriations. All non-community projects are in process.
The community projects on the spreadsheet are pass-through dollars and are on our list because the
university serves as the fiscal agent for those appropriations.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I would be happy to address any questions you might have.
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