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Thanking you for having a hearing and allowing for testimony on the Veteran’s Suicide Memorial Mile Marker. How fitting that the day after Memorial Day, we can come together to continue honoring the memory of our fallen soldiers. But too often do we forget about the high number of vets who take their own lives. An estimation in 2013 suggested roughly 22 veterans take their own life daily. This mile marker is dedicated to them, their pain and suffering, the service they gave to our country, and the families that grieve for the loss of their loved one. This small monument to acknowledge the pain and sacrifice our forgotten Veterans have suffered through was suggested by a constituent of mine, Howard Berry. Mr. Berry had reached out to my office in January with this noble idea to pay tribute those who are too often forgotten. I want to thank him and his family for their service, sacrifice, and dedication to our forgotten heroes. I would also like to thank Rep. Zeltwanger’s office for working with my office to help accomplish this goal.  
