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September 16, 2020 

Re: SB 358 

Members of the Senate Education Committee: 

 

ACT is here to state our opposition to the provisions in SB 358, Section 17(A)(1), which states 

that Ohio schools and districts “shall not be required to administer the assessments prescribed 

in sections 3301.0710, 3301.0711, 3301.0712, 3313.903, and 3314.017 of the Revised Code.” 

Section 3301.0712 speaks specifically to the ACT test as of one of the two nationally 

standardized assessments that are used for college admissions and are administered to all 

Ohio juniors each spring. ACT scores have tremendous impact on students’ postsecondary 

opportunities and plans, and to remove this requirement would be detrimental to all Ohio 

students and families as the lack of testing would create barriers for competitive admissions, 

scholarship, and opportunity. ACT respectfully requests that the Committee modify the language 

in SB 358, Section 17(A)(1), as reflected in our attached redlines, before proceeding with this 

bill. 

Unlike the other assessments discussed in the text of the bill, college entrance exams are high-

stakes exams that directly impact the postsecondary plans for Ohio students and families. 

These exams, as administered and paid for by the state, provide an in-school testing 

opportunity for every student in the state to have college-reportable scores. In the graduating 
class of 2019, nearly 127,000 students tested with the ACT and sent over 285,000 score 
reports to postsecondary institutions. Ohio students send these scores in their senior year 

directly to colleges and universities, not only for consideration for admission to the institution, 

but also to compete for millions of dollars in scholarship aid and for placement into first-year 

courses and competitive majors. 

Whether students attend two- or four-year institutions, public or private, the scores students 

choose to send have a tremendous impact on their ability to matriculate to the college or 

university of their choice. While many colleges and universities have changed their admissions 

requirements for fall 2020 and 2021, juniors testing in spring 2021 will be applying for admission 

for fall 2022. As many universities, including those in Ohio, have yet to announce their fall 2022 

admissions policies, waiving the college entrance exam requirement in spring 2021 would put 
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Ohio students at a competitive disadvantage with their peers, especially as the 18 other ACT 

statewide testing states around the country prioritize their statewide ACT testing in 2020-2021. 

Ohio colleges and universities rely heavily on score reports and data sent by students as a 

pipeline for enrollment and recruitment each year. The 285,000 score reports sent by the Class 

of 2019 to colleges included over 158,000 reports to Ohio colleges and universities. At a time 

when postsecondary enrollment is more fraught than ever, student score reports provide 

postsecondary institutions with the opportunity to make early contact with prospective students. 

Ohio students would not be part of that pipeline for both Ohio colleges and competitive out-of-

state institutions if students are unable to send the score reports as part of their testing 

experiences. 

Without in-school testing, students and families would need to pay for and schedule Saturday 

testing, creating additional financial and logistical burdens during this already challenging time. 

This would reinstate the large equity gap between students with the means, resources, and 

family support that statewide in-school testing has been able to remove. Prior to statewide in-

school testing in the graduating class of 2017, 93,000 Ohio seniors took the ACT test; with the 

opportunity for in-school testing, that number increased by over 37% to 127,000 students in the 

class of 2018. Over 14,000 more students in the ACT testing Class of 2018 met 
underserved criteria than in the Class of 2017, meaning that they were first-generation, 
came from a low socioeconomic status background, and/or were part of a racial or ethnic 
minority group. Those students are already at highest risk for college matriculation, enrollment, 

and graduation; removing this testing opportunity would further disadvantage all students, but 

particularly those with highest need. 

We appreciate your consideration of these issues and want to assure you that we are 

committed to efforts to both improve equity in education and help level the playing field for all 

Ohio students.  We share Ohio’s vision of providing the next generation of students with an 

opportunity to accomplish their dreams through higher education. 

Rose Babington, Director of State Partnerships, ACT 

Mary LeFebvre, Director of State Government Relations, ACT 
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A  B I L L 

 

To amend Sections 11 and 12 of H.B. 164 of the 1 

133rd General Assembly, Section 31 of H.B. 197 2 

of the 133rd General Assembly, Section 17 of 3 

H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly, as 4 

subsequently amended, and Section 7 of S.B. 216 5 

of the 132nd General Assembly, as subsequently 6 

amended, to make changes to education law for 7 

the 2020-2021 school year in response to 8 

implications from COVID-19 and to declare an 9 

emergency. 10 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO: 

Section 1. That Sections 11 and 12 of H.B. 164 of the 11 

133rd General Assembly be amended to read as follows: 12 

Sec. 11. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 13 

section 3319.02 of the Revised Code, a school district board of 14 

education may choose to complete the performance evaluation of a 15 

principal for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school year years 16 

under that section without a student growth measure as part of 17 

the evaluation. 18 
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Sec. 12. (A) As used in this section: 19 

(1) "End-of-course examination" means an end-of-course 20 

examination prescribed under section 3301.0712 of the Revised 21 

Code. 22 

(2) "District or school" means any of the following: 23 

(a) A city, local, exempted village, or joint vocational 24 

school district; 25 

(b) A community school established under Chapter 3314. of 26 

the Revised Code; 27 

(c) A STEM school established under Chapter 3326. of the 28 

Revised Code; 29 

(d) A college-preparatory boarding school established 30 

under Chapter 3328. of the Revised Code; 31 

(e) The State School for the Deaf; 32 

(f) The State School for the Blind; 33 

(g) A chartered nonpublic school. 34 

(3) "Qualifying course" means a course associated with an 35 

end-of-course examination. 36 

(B) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in sections 37 

3313.618 and 3313.6114 of the Revised Code, a student who was 38 

scheduled to take or retake an end-of-course examination in the 39 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, but did not do so because 40 

the administration of that examination was canceled, may use the 41 

student's final course grade in the course associated with that 42 

examination in lieu of a score on the examination to satisfy 43 

conditions for a high school diploma prescribed under sections 44 

3313.618 and 3313.6114 of the Revised Code. A student who was 45 
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scheduled to take the end-of-course examination for the first 46 

time in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year may use the final 47 

course grade for the qualifying course that the student 48 

completed in that school year, while a student who was scheduled 49 

to retake the examination in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school 50 

year may use a final course grade for a qualifying course that 51 

the student completed in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year 52 

or a prior school year. For the purposes of determining whether 53 

a student satisfies a condition, a final course grade shall be 54 

equivalent to a level of skill prescribed under division (B)(5) 55 

(a) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code or a competency 56 

score prescribed under division (B)(10) of that section, as 57 

follows: 58 

(1) Any "A" letter grade shall be equivalent to an 59 

advanced level of skill. 60 

(2) Any "B" letter grade shall be equivalent to an 61 

accelerated level of skill. 62 

(3) Any "C" letter grade shall be equivalent to a 63 

proficient level of skill. 64 

(4) Any "D" letter grade shall be equivalent to a basic 65 

level of skill. 66 

(5) Any "F" letter grade shall be equivalent to a limited 67 

level of skill. 68 

(6) Any "C" letter grade or higher shall be equivalent to 69 

a competency score. 70 

(7) In the case of a course that issues a pass or fail 71 

designation rather than a letter grade for a final course grade, 72 

a fail designation shall be equivalent to an "F" letter grade 73 

and a limited level of skill. For a pass designation, the 74 
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student's district or school shall determine which level of 

skill is equivalent to the student's performance in the course. 

A pass designation also shall be equivalent to a competency 

score. 

(C) A student who completed a qualifying course in the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year shall be deemed to have 

completed an administration of the end-of-course examination 

associated with that course for the purposes of determining 

whether that student may demonstrate competency in a subject 

area using one of the options prescribed under divisions (B)(1) 

(a) to (c) of section 3313.618 of the Revised Code. 
 

(D) A student who completed a qualifying course in the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year may elect to take the end-of- 

course examination associated with that course in an 

administration of that examination in a subsequent school year. 

Section 2. That existing Sections 11 and 12 of H.B. 164 of 

the 133rd General Assembly are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. That Section 31 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd 

General Assembly be amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 31. (A) Notwithstanding section 3310.03 of the 

Revised Code, Section 265.210 of H.B. 166 of the 133rd General 

Assembly, as amended by S.B. 120 of the 133rd General Assembly, 

and any other provision of law to the contrary, the Department 

of Education shall not accept, process, or award first-time 

performance-based Educational Choice scholarships under section 

of the Revised Code for the 2020-2021 school year to students who 

are eligible for the scholarship for the first time for the 2020-

2021 school year and whose scholarships would have been paid for 

under Section 265.210 of H.B. 166 of the 133rd 
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General Assembly, as amended by S.B. 120 of the 133rd General 

Assembly. 

However, for each of the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school  

years, the Department shall accept, process, and award 

scholarships for any of the following: 

(1) Students who received a scholarship in the 2019-2020  

previous school year; 

(2) A student who satisfies all of the following criteria: 
 

(a) The student's sibling received a scholarship under 

section 3310.03 of the Revised Code during the 2019-2020 or  

2020-2021 school year. 

(b) The student is enrolled in or would be enrolled in a 

building that, in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, met 

any of the conditions prescribed in section 3310.03 of the 

Revised Code. 

(c) The student was enrolled in a public or nonpublic 

school in any of grades kindergarten through twelve or was 

homeschooled for the equivalent of those grades for the 2019- 

2020 or 2020-2021 school year, or will be enrolled in 

kindergarten or will start homeschooling for the equivalent of 

kindergarten in the 2020-2021 or 2021-2022 school year. 

As used in this section, "sibling" means a brother, half- 

brother, sister, or half-sister, by birth, adoption, or 

marriage, without regard to residence or custodial status, or a 

child residing in the same household as a foster child or under 

a guardianship or custodial order. As used in this section, 

"foster child" means a child placed in a family foster home, as 

defined in section 5103.02 of the Revised Code. 
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(3) Students who were eligible for scholarships for the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, regardless of whether the 

students received scholarships for that either of those school 

yearyears, and remain eligible for the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022  

school yearyears; 

(4) Students who did not receive a scholarship for the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year but, for the 2020-2021 or  

2021-2022 school year are or would be newly enrolled in a 

building operated by the students' resident district that met 

the conditions prescribed in section 3310.03 of the Revised Code 

for the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, as that section 

existed for that 2019-2020 school year, and also continued to 

meet the conditions for the 2020-2021 or 2021-2022 school year, 

including students entering kindergarten, entering high school 

students, or students who have recently relocated to the 

district or building's attendance territory. 

Scholarships for students described in divisions (A)(1), 

(2), (3), and (4) of this section shall be funded through 

deductions from the students' resident school districts in the 

manner described in section 3310.08 of the Revised Code. 

The Department shall accept, process, or award 

performance-based Educational Choice scholarships for the each  

of the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school year years for students 

described in divisions (A)(1) to (4) of this section under the  

during a sixty-day-application period that begins on first day  

of April 1, 2020, pursuant to Section 265.210 of H.B. 166 of the  

133rd General Assembly, as amended by S.B. 120 of the 133rd  

General Assembly of the previous school year. 

(B) The Department shall accept, process, and award 

performance-based Educational Choice scholarships under section 
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3310.03 of the Revised Code beginning on February 1, 20212022, 

for the 2021-2022 2022-2023 school year in accordance with  

section 3310.16 of the Revised Code. 

(C) This section does not affect the awarding of income- 

based scholarships. 

Section 4. That existing Section 31 of H.B. 197 of the 

133rd General Assembly is hereby repealed. 

Section 5. That Section 17 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd 

General Assembly (as amended by H.B. 164 of the 133rd General 

Assembly) be amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 17. Notwithstanding anything in the Revised Code or 

Administrative Code to the contrary, for the 2019-2020 and 2020- 
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2021 school year onlyyears only, except as otherwise provided in 174 

this section, due to the Director of Health's order  under  

section 3701.13 of the Revised Code "In re: Order the Closure of  

All K-12 Schools in the State of Ohio" issued on March 14, 2020,  

or any local board of health order, and any extension of any  

order, based on the implications of COVID-19, all of the 

following apply: 

(A)(1) Any city, exempted village, local, joint 

vocational, or municipal school district, any community school 

established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, any STEM 

school established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code, any 

chartered nonpublic school, and the State School for the Deaf 

and the State School for the Blind shall not be required to 

administer the assessments prescribed in sections 3301.0710, 

3301.0711, 3301.0712(B)(2), 3301.0712(B)(3), 3313.903, and 

3314.017 of the Revised 

Code, including the Ohio English Language Proficiency Assessment 

administered to English learners pursuant to division (C)(3)(b) 
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of section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code and the Alternate 

Assessment for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 

prescribed in division (C)(1) of section 3301.0711 of the 

Revised Code. The Department of Education shall seek a waiver,  

not later than December 15, 2020, if possible, from the United  

States Secretary of Education for testing requirements  

prescribed under federal law for the 2020-2021 school year. If a  

waiver becomes available after December 15, 2020, the Department  

shall seek a waiver at that time. If the Department does not  

receive a waiver, the Department shall determine which  

assessments are required to meet federal requirements. The  

Superintendent of Public Instruction shall adjust assessment  

administration dates, prescribed under division (C) of section  

3301.0710 of the Revised Code, to accommodate any assessment  

administration required by federal law. School districts and  

schools shall administer the assessments determined by the  

Department to be federally required. 

(2) Any chartered nonpublic school that has chosen to 

administer assessments under section 3313.619 of the Revised 

Code that has not administered such assessments by March 17,  

2020, shall not be required to administer those assessments. 

(3) The Department of Education shall not exclude any 

student to whom an assessment was not administered in the 2019- 

2020 or 2020-2021 school year under division (A) of this section 

from counting in a district's or school's enrollment for the 

2020-2021 or 2021-2022 school year pursuant to division (L)(3) 

of section 3314.08, division (E)(3) of section 3317.03, or 

division (C) of section 3326.37 of the Revised Code. 

(4) If a student was not administered an assessment in the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year under division (A) of this 
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section, that school year shall not count in determining if the 221 

student is subject to withdrawal from a school pursuant to  222 

section 3313.6410 or 3314.26 of the Revised Code.  223 
 

(5) No student who received a scholarship under the 

Educational Choice Scholarship Program under section 3310.03 or 

3310.032 of the Revised Code, the Jon Peterson Special Needs 

Scholarship Program under section 3310.52 of the Revised Code, 

or the Pilot Project Scholarship Program under section 3313.975 

of the Revised Code for the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year 

shall be considered ineligible to renew that scholarship for the 

2020-2021 or 2021-2022 school year solely because the student 

was not administered an assessment in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021  

school year under division (A) of this section. 

(B)(1) The Department of Education shall not publish state 

report card ratings under section 3302.03, 3302.033, 3314.012, 

or 3314.017 of the Revised Code for the 2019-2020, 2020-2021,  

and 2021-2022 school years nor shall the Department be required 

to submit preliminary data for the report cards by the thirty- 

first day of July 31, for 2020, 2021, and 2022 as required by 

those sections. Furthermore, the Department shall not assign an 

overall letter grade under division (C)(3) of section 3302.03 of 

the Revised Code for any school district or building, shall not 

assign an individual grade to any component prescribed under 

division (C)(3) of section 3302.03 of the Revised Code, shall 

not assign a grade to any measures under division (C)(1) of 

section 3302.03 of the Revised Code, and shall not rank school 

districts, community schools, or STEM schools under section 

3302.21 of the Revised Code for the 2019-2020, 2020-2021, and  

2021-2022 school yearyears. 

However, the Department shall report any data that it has 
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regarding the performance of districts and buildings for the 

2019-2020 school year by September 15, 2020, for the 2020-2021  

school year, by September 15, 2021, and by September 15, 2022,  

for the 2020-2022 school year. 

(2) The absence of report card ratings for the 2019-2020,  

251 
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255 

2020-2021, and 2021-2022 school year years shall have no effect 256 

in determining sanctions or penalties, and shall not create a 

new starting point for determinations that are based on ratings 

over multiple years. The report card ratings of any previous or 

subsequent years shall be considered in determining whether a 

school district or building is subject to sanctions or 

penalties. If a school district or building was subject to any 

of the following penalties or sanctions in the 2019-2020 or  

2020-2021 school year based on its report card rating for 

previous school years, those penalties or sanctions shall remain 

in effect for the 2020-2021, 2021-2022, and 2022-2023 school 

yearyears. Those penalties and sanctions include the following: 

(a) Any restructuring provisions established under Chapter 

3302. of the Revised Code, except as required under federal law; 

(b) Provisions for the Columbus City School Pilot Project 

under section 3302.042 of the Revised Code; 

(c) Provisions for academic distress commissions under 

section 3302.10 of the Revised Code. While a district subject to 

an academic distress commission prior to the effective date of  

this section March 27, 2020, shall be considered to be subject 

to an academic distress commission for the 2020-2021, 2021-2022,  
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under divisions (H), (I), (J), (K), and (L) of section 3302.10 

of the Revised Code that are in addition to those that were 
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being exercised by the chief executive officer during the 2019- 

2020, 2020-2021, and 2021-2022 school year years or for purposes 

of the appointment of a new board of education under division 

(K) of that section. Nothing in division (B)(2)(c) of this 

section shall be construed to limit the powers that the chief 

executive officer exercised under section 3302.10 of the Revised 

Code prior to the 2020-2021, 2021-2022, and 2022-2023 school 

yearyears. 

(d) Provisions prescribing new buildings where students 

are eligible for the Educational Choice Scholarships under 

section 3310.03 of the Revised Code; 
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(e) Provisions defining "challenged school districts" in 292 

which new start-up community schools may be located, as  293 

prescribed in section 3314.02 of the Revised Code;  294 
 

(f) Provisions prescribing community school closure 

requirements under section 3314.35 or 3314.351 of the Revised 

Code; 

(g) Provisions of state or federal law that identify 

school districts or buildings for comprehensive or targeted 

support and improvement or additional targeted support and 

improvement. Districts and buildings so identified shall 

continue to receive supports and interventions consistent with 

their support and improvement plans in the 2020-2021, 2021-2022,  

and 2022-2023 school yearyears. 

(h) Provisions that determine the conditions under which 

community schools may change sponsors under section 3314.034 of 

the Revised Code. 

(C) No school district, community school, or STEM school 

and no chartered nonpublic school that is subject to section 
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of the Revised Code shall retain a student in the third grade 

under that section or section 3313.608 of the Revised Code based 

solely on a student's academic performance in reading in the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year unless the principal of the 

school building in which a student is enrolled and the student's 

reading teacher agree that the student is reading below grade 

level and is not prepared to be promoted to the fourth grade. 

(D)(1) Division (D) of this section applies to any student 

who meets both of the following criteria: 

(a) The student was enrolled in the twelfth grade in the 

2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year or was on track to graduate 

in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, as determined by the 

school district or other public or chartered nonpublic school in 

which the student was enrolled, regardless of the graduation 

cohort in which the student is included. 

(b) The student had not completed the requirements for a 

high school diploma under section 3313.61, 3313.612, or 3325.08 

of the Revised Code or under Section 3 of H.B. 491 of the 132nd 

General Assembly, as of March 17, 2020. 

(2) A city, exempted village, local, or municipal school 

district, a community school, a STEM school, a chartered 

nonpublic school, the State School for the Blind, and the State 

School for the Deaf shall grant a high school diploma to any 

student to whom this section applies, if the student's 

principal, in consultation with teachers and counselors, reviews 

the student's progress toward meeting the requirements for a 

diploma and determines that the student has successfully 

completed the curriculum in the student's high school or the 

individualized education program developed for the student by 
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the student's high school pursuant to section 3323.08 of the 

Revised Code, or qualified under division (D) or (F) of section 

3313.603 of the Revised Code, at the time the student's school 

closed pursuant to the Director of Health's order under section 

3701.13 of the Revised Code "In Re: Order the Closure of All K- 

12 Schools in the State of Ohio" issued on March 14, 2020, or  

due to any local board of health order to close schools, or any  

extension of such an order due to the implications of COVID-19  

shall continue to so apply, even if the order or extension has  

been rescinded prior to July 1, 2021. No district or school 

shall grant a high school diploma under division (D)(2) of this 

section after September 30, 20202021. 

(3) If the board of education of a school district or the 

governing authority of a community school, STEM school, 

chartered nonpublic school, the State School for the Blind, or 

the State School for the Deaf has adopted a resolution under 

division (E) of section 3313.603 of the Revised Code requiring a 

more challenging curriculum than otherwise required under 

division (C) of that section, the district superintendent or the 

chief administrator of the school may elect to require only the 

minimum curriculum specified in division (C) of that section for 

the purpose of determining if a student to whom division (D) of 

this section applies has successfully completed the curriculum 

under division (D)(2) of this section. If such an election is 

made, the superintendent or chief administrator shall evaluate 

each student to whom division (D) of this section applies using 

the minimum curriculum specified in division (C) of this 

section. 

(4) It is the intent of the General Assembly that school 

districts and other public and private schools do both of the 

following: 
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(a) Continue to provide ways to keep students actively 

engaged in learning opportunities between March 17, 2020, and  

the remainder of the school yearwhile addressing the  

implications of COVID-19; 

(b) Grant students who need in-person instructional 

experiences to complete requirements for a diploma or a career- 

technical education program access to school facilities as soon 

as it is reasonably possible after the Director of Health 

permits such access to resume, even if the last instructional 

day of the school year has already passed. 

(E) For the purpose of teacher evaluations conducted under 

sections 3319.111 and 3319.112 of the Revised Code, no school 

district board of education shall use value-added progress 

dimension data, established under section 3302.021 of the 

Revised Code, from the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year to 

measure student learning attributable to the teacher being 

evaluated. 

(F)(1) For community school sponsor evaluations required 

under section 3314.016 of the Revised Code, the Department shall 

not issue a rating for the components under division (B)(1) of 

that section to any sponsor, nor shall the Department issue an 

overall rating for the sponsor. The Department shall allow a 

sponsor to indicate that it could not comply with an applicable 

law or administrative rule or fully adhere to a quality practice 

because the required action was unable to be completed due to 

the Director of Health's order under section 3701.13 of the 

Revised Code "In Re: Order the Closure of All K-12 Schools in 

the State of Ohio" issued on March 14, 2020, any local board of 

health order, or any extension of such an order. 

(2) The absence of community school sponsor ratings for 

371 

372 

373 

374 
 
375 

376 

377 

378 

379 

380 
 
381 

382 

383 

384 

385 

386 

387 
 
388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 

394 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 
 
400 



S. B. No. 358 
As Introduced 

Page 15 
 

 
 

the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school year years shall have no 

effect in determining sanctions or penalties of a sponsor under 

Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code and shall not create a new 

starting point for determinations that are based on ratings over 

multiple years. The sponsor ratings of any previous or 

subsequent school years shall be considered when a sponsor is 

subject to sanctions or penalties under that chapter. A sponsor 

shall remain eligible in the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school year  

years for any incentives that the sponsor was eligible for in 

the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, and the 2019-2020 and  
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2020-2021 school year years shall not count toward the number of 411 

years in which a sponsor subject to division (B)(7)(b) of 

section 3314.016 of the Revised Code is not required to be 

evaluated. 
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(G) The Superintendent of Public Instruction may waive the 415 

requirement to complete any report prescribed by law that is  416 

based on data from assessments that would have been but were not 417 

administered during the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year  418 

pursuant to division (A) of this section.  419 
 

(H) The Department, on behalf of the State Board of 

Education, may issue a one-year, nonrenewable provisional 

license to any individual to practice in any category, type, and 

level for which the State Board issues a license pursuant to 

Title XXXIII of the Revised Code, if the individual has met all 

requirements for the requested license except for the 

requirement to pass an examination prescribed by the State Board 

in the subject area for which application is being made. Any 

individual to whom a provisional license is issued under this 

division shall take and pass the appropriate subject area 

examination prior to expiration of the license as a condition of 

advancing the license in the appropriate category, type, and 
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level. The Department shall not issue a provisional license 

under this division that is valid on or after July 1, 2021. 

(I) The Superintendent of Public Instruction may extend or 

waive any deadline for an action required of the State Board of 

Education, the Department of Education, or any person or entity 

licensed or regulated by the State Board or Department  during  

the duration of the Director of Health's order under section  

3701.13 of the Revised Code "In re: Order the Closure of All K- 

12 Schools in the State of Ohio" issued on March 14, 2020,  or  

any local board of health order, and any extension of any order,  

based on the implications of COVID-19, as necessary to ensure  

that the safety of students, families, and communities are  

prioritized while continuing to ensure the efficient  operation  

of the Department and public and private schools in this state.  

Deadlines that may be extended or waived by the State  

Superintendent include, but are not limited to,  deadlines  

related to the following: 

(1) The conduct of evaluations for school personnel under 

Chapter 3319. of the Revised Code; 

(2) Notice of intent not to reemploy school personnel 

under Chapter 3319. Of the Revised Code; 

(3) The conduct of school safety drills under section 

3737.73 of the Revised Code; 
 

(4) The emergency management test required by division (E) 

of section 3313.536 of the Revised Code; 

(5) The filling of a vacancy in a board of education; 
 

(6) Updating of teacher evaluation policies to conform 

with the framework for evaluation of teachers adopted under 

section 3319.112 of the Revised Code; 
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(7) Identification and screening of gifted students under 

Chapter 3324. of the Revised Code. 

(J) Notwithstanding anything in the Revised Code or 

Administrative Code to the contrary, the Chancellor of Higher 

Education, in consultation with the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, may waive, extend, suspend, or modify requirements 

of the College Credit Plus program if the Chancellor, in 

consultation with the Superintendent, determines the waiver, 

extension, suspension, or modification is necessary in response 

to COVID-19. 

(K) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 

collaborate with providers in the 22+ Adult High School Diploma 

Program authorized under sections 3314.38, 3317.23, 3317.231, 

3317.24, and 3345.86 of the Revised Code and the Adult Diploma 

Program authorized under section 3313.902 of the Revised Code, 

and rules adopted thereunder, to ensure that the providers have 

maximum flexibility to assist students whose progress in the 

program has been affected by the Director of Health's order to 

complete the requirements to earn a high school diploma. For 

this purpose, the State Superintendent may waive or extend 

deadlines, or otherwise grant providers and students 

flexibility, for completion of program requirements. 

(L) No school district shall require the parent of any 

student who was instructed at home in accordance with section 

3321.04 of the Revised Code for the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021  

school year to submit to the district superintendent the 

academic assessment report required under rule 3301-34-04 of the 

Administrative Code as a condition of the district allowing the 

student to continue to receive home instruction for the 2020- 

2021 or 2021-2022 school year. 
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(M) Notwithstanding anything in the Revised Code to the 

contrary, the board of education of any school district that, 

prior to the Director of Health's order under section 3701.13 of 

the Revised Code "In re: Order the Closure of All K-12 Schools 

in the State of Ohio" issued on March 14, 2020, or due to any  

local board of health order to close schools, or any extension  

of such an order due to the implications of COVID-19, even if  

the order or extension has been rescinded prior to July 1, 2021,  

had not completed an evaluation that was required under Chapter 

3319. of the Revised Code for the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school 

year for an employee of the district, including a teacher, 

administrator, or superintendent, may elect not to conduct an 

evaluation of the employee for that school year, if the district 

board determines that it would be impossible or impracticable to 

do so. If a district board elects not to evaluate an employee 

for the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, the employee shall 

be considered not to have had evaluation procedures complied 

with pursuant to section 3319.111 of the Revised Code for 

purposes of section 3319.11 of the Revised Code. The district 

board may collaborate with any bargaining organization 

representing employees of the district in determining whether to 

complete evaluations for the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year. 

Nothing in this section shall preclude a district board from 

using an evaluation completed prior to the Director of Health's 

order in employment decisions. 

Section 6. That existing Section 17 of H.B. 197 of the 

133rd General Assembly (as amended by H.B. 164 of the 133rd 

General Assembly) is hereby repealed. 

Section 7. That Section 7 of S.B. 216 of the 132nd General 

Assembly (as amended by H.B. 164 of the 133rd General Assembly) 

be amended to read as follows: 
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Sec. 7. Notwithstanding the amendment or repeal of 

sections 3319.111, 3319.112, and 3319.114 of the Revised Code by 

S.B. 216 of the 132nd General Assembly, for the 2018-2019 and,  

2019-2020, and 2020-2021 school years, the following shall 

apply: 

(A) Each school district, other than a district 

participating in the pilot program established under Section 6 

of S.B. 216 of the 132nd General Assembly, shall conduct teacher 

evaluations in accordance with those sections as they existed 

prior to November 2, 2018, except that if the district board of 

education, in the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year, chooses to 

complete an evaluation for a teacher to whom division (C)(2)(a) 

or (b) of section 3319.111 of the Revised Code applies without a 

student growth measure as part of the evaluation, the board may 

continue to evaluate that teacher every three or two years, 

respectively. Any teacher who did not have a student academic 

growth measure as part of the teacher's evaluation for the 2019- 

2020 or 2020-2021 school year shall remain at the same point in 

the teacher's evaluation cycle, and shall retain the same 
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years as for the 2019-2020 school year. 

school year  541 
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(B) Each state agency that employs teachers shall conduct 

teacher evaluations in accordance with its teacher evaluation 

policy developed under former division (E) of section 3319.112 

of the Revised Code, as it existed prior to November 2, 2018. 

(C) Any reference in law to evaluations conducted under 

section 3319.111 of the Revised Code shall be construed to 

include evaluations conducted as required by this section. 

(D) References to "evaluation procedures" in section 

3319.11 of the Revised Code shall be construed to include the 
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evaluation procedures required by this section. 
 

Section 8. That existing Section 7 of S.B. 216 of the 

132nd General Assembly (as amended by H.B. 164 of the 133rd 

General Assembly) is hereby repealed. 

Section 9. This act is hereby declared to be an emergency 

measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 

peace, health, and safety. The reason for such necessity is to 

ensure that the changes made by this act take effect before or 

as soon as possible after the start of the 2020-2021 school 

year. Therefore, this act shall go into immediate effect. 

552 
 
553 

554 

555 
 
556 

557 

558 

559 

560 

561 





     CCS Office of School Counseling  
Mission: Each student is highly educated, prepared for leadership and service, and empowered for success as a citizen in a global community. 

 

 

September 15, 2020 

To whom it may concern: 

I am concerned about the potential consequences of SB 358 on Columbus City Schools high school 

students. Elimination of the requirement that all Ohio students participate in the ACT or SAT will mean 

that far fewer of our students will take these tests.  An abundance of research shows that not taking 

these tests presents major barriers and limits college options, especially for students like ours, many of 

whom are under-represented, first generation and from lower socio-economic statuses.  Although many 

colleges have implemented test optional policies, not all have, and some are only temporary.  In 

addition, some merit aid still requires test scores. 

In the past two years when these tests have been State-sponsored and administered to all high school 

juniors during the school day at their high schools, we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of 

students taking the ACT, our district’s college entrance exam of choice. The number of students taking 

the ACT jumped from 664 for our Class of 2017 to 1131 for the Class of 2018.   

Our students face multiple barriers to taking these exams even once, let alone multiple times to be 

competitive with applicants from more affluent backgrounds.  Even with test fee waivers, many of our 

students face transportation and availability issues on Saturdays.  Many need to work and/or care for 

family members. Many come from families in which college is not perceived as a priority or an 

achievable goal. Providing these exams to all students in the safe and familiar environment of their own 

high schools with proctors who know them helps to level a playing field for these students.  This playing 

field can never truly be leveled for students whose backgrounds can often disadvantage them on these 

tests, but it is an important step in making that field a bit more equitable. 

If we lose the opportunity to test all students with a common college readiness measure, that is valuable 

information lost that help us identify and lessen learning gaps.  Finally, as long as the State uses college 

entrance exam scores for graduation and State Seal options, our students should have equitable access.  

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

       Kate Webster 
       District High School Resource Counselor 
       Columbus City Schools 
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