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Chair Wilson, Vice Chair McColley, Ranking Member Williams, and members of the Senate
Energy and Public Utilities Committee; | am Miranda Leppla, Vice President of Energy Policy
for the Ohio Environmental Council Action Fund. Thank you for allowing me to submit
proponent testimony on Senate Bill 346, which would repeal House Bill 6 of the 133rd General
Assembly in full.

Our organization works to secure healthy air, land and water for all who call Ohio home. The
OEC Action Fund strongly supports Senate Bill 346, because it would repeal House Bill 6 in its
totality. Not only is House Bill 6 the product of a corrupt legislative process, it is quite simply
bad policy that will hurt Ohioans. OEC Action Fund urges this legislature to support Senate Bill
346, implementing a full repeal of House Bill 6, for two reasons:

e First, it is imperative that this legislature repeal House Bill 6 in order to restore
Ohioans’ faith in the legislative process. This body must send a resounding
signal to your constituents that bribery and corruption have no place within
these walls by repealing House Bill 6 in full. Anything short of full repeal, at
worst, condones how this legislation was enacted, and at best, turns a blind
eye to the fact that it was secured through illegal funds and bribery."

e Second, the OEC Action Fund urges this legislature to support Senate Bill 346
because, as our organization argued prior to passage, House Bill 6 increases
Ohio’s carbon emissions, puts Ohioans’ health at risk, and threatens over
114,000 Ohioans’ careers in the clean energy sector. House Bill 6 has set Ohio
on a backwards trajectory instead of moving our state toward a better future
that embraces innovation and supports a clean energy economy that works for
our environment, our health, and our pocketbooks.

As of today, it has been 113 days since U.S. Attorney Dave DeVillers announced indictments
for a federal racketeering conspiracy against then-Speaker Larry Householder and three other

!See Criminal Complaint (July 21, 2020) and guilty pleas of Juan Cespedes and Jeff Longstreth, S.D. Ohio, Case No.
1:20-m;j-00526.



Ohio lobbyists and an Ohio political operative, alleging corrupt pay-to-play dealings by former
Speaker Householder and company. Late last month, two of those five, Juan Cespedes and
Jeff Longstreth, pleaded guilty to the charges, confirming what U.S. Attorney DeVillers
described as, “likely the largest bribery, money laundering scheme ever perpetrated against
the people of the state of Ohio”.? FirstEnergy, generally accepted as Company A in the
federal complaint filed in the racketeering scandal and alleged to have funded the
conspiracy, has now fired its long-time CEO Chuck Jones along with two senior Vice
Presidents, after its Board’s Independent Review Committee determined the executives
“violated certain FirstEnergy policies and its code of conduct.”® There are multiple
investigations pending at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio* looking at FirstEnergy’s use
of customer funds and its corporate separation policies, as well as an investigation at the
Securities and Exchange Commission,> and an ongoing audit by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.® Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost is working to find a way to block the funds that
will be collected from Ohioans from going to FirstEnergy’, while local governments are
seeking ways to block their citizens from having to pay those funds.® Multiple shareholder
lawsuits have been filed over “material false and misleading statements” by FirstEnergy,
while FirstEnergy also fights to prevent sensitive corporate data from being publicly
disseminated by a whistleblower who was a former contractor for the company. Further, a
coalition of environmental groups, including our sister organization, continues to pursue
suspension of FirstEnergy Solutions’ (now Energy Harbor) reorganization plan approved earlier
this year by the federal bankruptcy court. And yet, House Bill 6 remains on the books.

Even before these concerning revelations, House Bill 6 was a bad deal for Ohioans, sticking us
with dirtier air and higher utility bills while gutting our clean energy future. It’s a bill that
was passed on the backs of Ohioans—costing consumers more money, cutting Ohioans’ clean
energy careers, and polluting our environment by killing our energy efficiency and renewable
energy standards.

House Bill 6 is already weighing heavy on Ohioans’ health and pocketbooks, and that’s why
OEC Action Fund urges you to support Senate Bill 346, taking decisive action to repeal House
Bill 6 now.

Because of House Bill 6, charges to subsidize coal plants have already been extended through
2030, keeping dirty energy online in Ohio and also paying to keep it online in Indiana, where
some of our money is going to bail out one of the coal plants.

Because of House Bill 6, Ohio’s energy efficiency programs are shutting down--as of the first
of October, Ohioans lost the ability to take advantage of incentives and rebates that helped
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us save money on our electric bills by reducing our energy consumption. These programs were
good for consumers’ wallets and health, for the economy, and they were good for the
environment. These programs helped Ohioans save $7.01 per month (see below), and with the
passage of House Bill 6, over 85,000 Ohio careers in the efficiency industry are at risk.

The Real Cost of Keeping House Bill 6:
$7.01 per month per Ohio Family
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Because of House Bill 6, the incredible demand we’re seeing for renewable energy around the
state could be stifled. Ohioans overwhelmingly want clean energy’, and House Bill 6 skews the
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playing field, providing a bailout for dirty, aging and expensive forms of energy at the
expense of cheaper, cleaner options.

Because of House Bill 6, Ohioans’ money is going to FirstEnergy and Energy Harbor to bailout
two nuclear plants without any proof that the bailout is needed. Without a full repeal, the
Ohio General Assembly will be sending a message to Ohioans that their bills should be
increased to simply line FirstEnergy shareholders’ pockets. House Bill 6 did not establish a
transparent and accountable process for the company that will receive the majority of the
“Clean Air Fund,” and it’s not even clear if the nuclear plants need financial support to stay
open and operational. At minimum, a full review of the financial situation of these nuclear
plants is needed, along with stronger audit and sunset provisions for this bailout, and we must
design forward-thinking solutions that ensure the community will be made whole and be
protected when these plants ultimately and inevitably close.

The good news is that you can still take action to halt the impacts of this bad bill and reverse
course to ensure Ohioans’ future--our health, our economy, and our environment--are bright
and sustainable. We can invest in a clean energy future that drives job creation and improves
our air quality.

Ohioans were overwhelmingly opposed to HB 6' and yet it passed through the legislature and
was signed by the Governor in just 47 days--without full consideration for our environment,
our economy, or our communities. But the story doesn’t have to end there.

The OEC Action Fund urges you to support Senate Bill 346, which would repeal House Bill 6 in
full. We call on our legislature to have an honest discussion--a critical discussion--about what
Ohioans want and need for our energy future. Restore Ohioans’ faith in the statehouse,
ensure your choices are putting us on a track to be a leader in the 21st century energy
economy, by supporting Senate Bill 346 and repealing House Bill 6. The OEC Action Fund looks
forward to discussing the policies that will enable Ohioans to thrive in a sustainable, clean
energy future. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

1% In 2020 alone, 2,150 concerned OEC Action Fund supporters have submitted letters to their lawmakers calling for repeal of HB
6 and reached out in support of a full and immediate repeal of the legislation.



