No Ohio Anti-Rights Bill

Since November 2016 unprecedented numbers of protests have taken place in our country. People have
lifted their voices, demanding to be heard. Our elected officials should be engaging with their
constituents and listening to the concerns these protesters are bringing to them. Our elected officials
are responsible for representing the will of the community. The First Amendment guarantees the right
of the people to assemble, the right to speak freely, and the right to petition the government.

Senate Bill 33 may take away some of these rights. The bill sponsored by Senator Hoagland (R, Adena,
OH) is cookie-cutter legislation developed by the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), which is
made up of some of the largest corporations in the world, who draft legislation in their own self-
interest. Security firms hired by industry stand to make large sums of money if this bill is passed. Senator
Hoagland himself owns two private security firms.

Senate Bill 33 seeks to impose fines up to $10,000 if a citizen trespasses on one of the 72 different
“critical infrastructure” facilities even when no harm is done to the property. This bill specifically
protects private oil and gas companies who come to Ohio, drill through our shale, tear up our land for
pipelines, pour toxins into our air and water, then take their oil and gas out of Ohio, to possibly be sold
elsewhere on foreign markets.

Senate Bill 33 is an unconstitutional suppression of our rights. Ohioans care about our watersheds, our
forests, the air we breathe and the soil in which we grow our food. We have every right to protest when
private, out-of-state, and foreign-owned companies threaten these natural resources of air, soil, and
water on which we depend.

It is clear that SB 33 and similar bills are a direct response to events surrounding the Dakota Access
Pipeline, which prompted the oil/gas industry to flood these bills into state legislatures following the
events. In the Atchafalaya wetland basin of Louisiana similar legislation has been used to justify the
arrest of native women peacefully assembling with permission on private property.

We hope that Ohio Legislature will not give in to fear mongering and uphold all Ohioans’ rights under
the Ohio and United States Constitutions.

Senate Bill 33 does not represent the health and interests of Ohioans. This bill should never become law.
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