Rep Manchester, ranking member Liston and members of the Familles Aging, and Human Services
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 371, 1 want to first thank Rep Schmidt and
Rep Denson for their leadership on beinging forth this much needed bill to Ohio. As a young black
woman | unfortunately became aware of a disparity the hard way, | want to share with you my personai
story that | hope NO other Qhican has to experience. July 26, 2017 | went to the doctor because there
was an indentatlon in my breast. They did a sonagram followed by a mammogram which lead to a
biopsy all in the same day. | was diagnosed with stage 3 Invasive ductal carcinoma (IDC) at the age of 30
on august 9th 2017, underwent chemotherapy, which affected my whole body, After every treatment
Teeling like | was struck by a truck and barely being able to get out of bed. All the medication on a daily
basis! That's 13 pills a day, which is 364 pills a month! After treatment fanuary 24th 2018 was my first
surgery. | had to get a double mastectomy and reconstruction. After healing there was 8 weeks of
radiation every day. Only just to go through chermotherapy again due to my cancer spreading in my
Iymph nodes, These past 4 years have been a struggle. V've been affected mentally, physically, and
emotionally. From being a single mom, trying to keep everything together, and losing my job due to
having restrictions. September 9th of this year was my last surgery. This is a tough battle and 1 wouldn't
want anyong going through what | went through. The passage of HB 371 wilt not anly help prevent
situations like mine, hut whf help assure that all women across the state of Ohio have an opportunity to
access the preventive care that we all deserve, As we see health disparities across the State [ am
confident that the passage of this bill will lower that percentage. | urge passage of this bill and fam

happy ta answer any questions any member may have.
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