October 13, 2021

The Honorable Tean Schmidt and sSedrick Denson
Ohio House of Representatives
77 5. High Street Ste, 12

Cotumbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Representative Denson and Representative Schmd,

One inetght women in the United Stades will be diagnosed with breast cancer during the cone
of her life, Tam one of the cipht. Janaary 1902021 my 1t and the lives of these owont to me
were Jorever alered as | read the resulis ol my blopsy. | had been diagnosed with Dacial
Carcinoma in Situ and Invasive Ductal Carcinoma: doubsless thas vou witl not fusd 11 3HTeul o
translate those medical terms 1o the one we arc most familior with: breast eancer,

i

I compose this tetter in support of 11.13. No, 371, Prior to ny diagnosis Fhad nn finst
mammogram January 7, 2020, During o self-examination in December 2016 ) nebied § Tud o
fump in my lett breast with similar feeling in my right, Belng ninder i ape of :
gynecologist wrote me a prescription to be sereened. The diggnosis T rccerved o o renalt of thon

scereening was simply that T had very dense breast tissue, no cancer contd T e toeied it won
instructed to come buck in a year for my nest mammogram By Sepromber 20020 1 noticcsd
outward changes in my left breast and felt immense pain eacls thi MY yanng sen ol atiompi
to rest his head on my chest. By the ime [ was seen DY Iy £y neeolRiSE 1 WS G0 Tty e
10 have my yearly mammogram. Duc to the increuse in Laimps to iy el breast and other
symptoms, [was written a prescription for an ultrasound in addision o the reguhur sereening
mammugram [ was due to receive, 1t was not 1he screening mammegram thai detected mn
cancer even the second time,

During my screening mammogram, the tech 1efl Gie soom and vane back (o do more imnzng on
ray lett side at the request of the radiologist. Adier asking several questions amd demanding
answers, T was told Fwas now receiving o 30D mammopiom. Afier the Gagonlic trammeo o, |
was sent o the ultrssound rooim to has e sean wheie Theavd several ek thcatise it iy
tech was capturing drmages of what she sy feeh was problematic arcas m iy et brease Vhe
radiclogist came samd spoke with me informing sne that he wis sending me soa breast IR
fo have a biopsy done, Oncthe mornsg of my biopsy 1 had another wtrasound amd w Hich: led (o
nwe having an ultasound hiopsy in addition (o e mnunogra bopsy | ways afremdy seheduted
t have. Dense breast tissne makes itmore difficult Tor radiologists (o see caneer as they buoth
appear white on mmaging nercasing the risk that caneer will be missed. Smuall areas of vancer



can hide behind the dense tissee. and it's challenging to tell the diffezeace helween normal,
healthy tissue and abnormal growths.

Mammograms can miss about half of cancers a1 swomen with dense breasts. In addition. women
with dense breasts are more likely to be diagnosed with breast cancer witlin the vear atter
receiving a normal mammogram resalt, usually based on symptems such as a lump or other
breast changes. As I reflect on the year | have had and shat 1 have endured: a bilaleral
mastectomy, chemotherapy, countless blood draws. radiation. hermone therapy, incjctions. the
changes in my stages and grade of my cancer. and so forth. 1 think about how my hic could have
been ditferent il t would have received a diagnostic mammogram or even an ultrasound in
January 2020, This is why .13 No. 371 is important as there is 4 need for expanded aceess and
coverage [rom insurance companies for breast cancer sereening including disgnostic
mammograms and ulirasounds. 1 could go on in my Wwstimony giving countless examples of the
physical challenges und psychological disturbances 1 have experienced as a result o having
caneer and the ongoing treatiments [ must participate in 1o lower my reoceurrence However, |
will just illuminate that expanded aceess and coverages can be dife changing and lifesas ing and it
is with sincere hape that this bill is passed to help many women like me who have dense breas
tissue. 1 am medically considered cancer (ree. but | wilt never be free lrom cancer.

Warmly,

Tonisha R, [der




