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Graetings Chair dlarmlrsq Vice Chair Bird, Ranking Momoer Hobinses, and maembens of ths
Frirnary and Secondary Educalion Commitlee.

P would Like to exiend my sincere thanks o all of you for your se e and dadication toDnio amd
aur ciizens. particularly over this last year, Lwould alsa ke 1 ack: V»m,k-mw lhe tearhers,
former state and local schoo! board members, and jormer susenntendent serving o iktis
committee, Certainly, this commites is experienced and awasre ot the chaltenges of
impiementing sound policy.

Thank you for giving me the opporiunity to testify today and thark vou for vour consideradon of
this important iegislation, My name is Bill FilL | am & social studies teacher wilh Farrysuurg
Fublic Schocls. | am the founder of a non- rn'ofi'i organization, and g simall DLIE.HHC‘% awrer. [ arm
lestifying in my capacily as Vice-Prasiden| of the Ohio Coundl for tie Social Studies

(OCSS) OUSS advocates for a robust, rigorous, and meaningful K-12 t:{?Ll’}| sludies
gxperignce n Dhio's cassmoms and communities

There is little debate over the need Jor more in-depih financial teracy sducation and

educational experiencas that can help studaats gain financial independence ag adulls. Having

an actual stand-alone semaster course where all students can leam and apply financial litcracy

skills in an appropriate setting with the appropriate time o do i s something OCS2 waicomss
and considers long overduc.

Due o the amendad bill language, OCSS is a proponant of s legisiatian.

We fully aupport the change regarding the validation requirement to teach the course. Thia
versian of the bill takas into account thal many social studies teachars already have vast
expenance and training in the teaching of financial lileracy.

Since 2013, financial teracy trainng for social studies teachers has increased significantiy: and
leachar canmddtes must domonstrate compaoionce 0 receive licensdre. This amandmeant allows
far some difterentiation regarding the validation and recognizes the training and cxperience of
aur social studies eachens.

Owir expectation is that the professional developmeant requirad for validation will provide
teachers with a strong foundation for teaching the standards. # should also be noted thal 0055
recognizes that professional learning and growth is ongoing for educators. By allowing those
who have had more course-specific training since 2013 to bo waived from the training, wo are
validating the work hat has already bean done to support teacher development around financial
litcracy. We belicve this gives districts more fleadbility 1o supporl proparly credenlisled teachers
ity thig colrsa,

DCE3 strongly suppors the provision of a stand-atone financiat literacy course, required for
graduation, and counting toward graduation for evory student By specifically reducing the
current graduation eleciive requirement from five slective units of instruction to four and a half
and adding & half credit of financlal lHeracy, this update will injentionally keep sociat studies
requirements and thase of ather disciplines in plaue This ensures that all students are still
taking the full required coursework thal we believe is critical for graduation. This provision
ensures students build important financial ileracy skills without sacrificing other important




curiculim siandards  insering is naw requiranent within clocive coursss s tha proper

aporeach.

By laving current social studies requirernents in place, with the addition of separate Tnancial
literacy requirements, Ohie students will have the opparunity Lo synlhesize American
guvernimen!, world history, and important conten! from other discipiines in ordser to becomce
mare respensible cifizens and consumers. Importantty, this aliows lor the continued growth in
current best practices in social studies that includes inguiry and student contexdualization and
analysis of sources, These practices and real-world experiences leke more Hmo 1o anpack with
students, not less, These skills allow students to develop the ability to make cornections o our
world loday and comimunicate through civil discourse skills

Thant yo for iaking the time to reflect on these changes in the amended bill and why Thoy are
important to sncial studies and education in Ohio. H is our hope that you will embiace these

changes and pass this imporlant legislalion

Respectfully,

Willwam Hill




