
WITNESS INFORMATION FORM  

Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying:     

Date:  6/19/2021 

Name:  Maribeth Uralrith 

Are you representing: Yourself /Organization Representing my self and as a resident of the 

village of Lynchburg, Ohio in Highland County. 

□ □   
Organization (If Applicable):  I am the chairman of the Revitalize Lynchburg Committee  

Position/Title:   

Address:  118 Glenavy Drive 

City: State: Zip:  Lynchburg, Ohio 45142 

   

Best Contact Telephone: Email:   Cell: 937-515-2574, Email: 

maribeth2@hotmail.com/muralrith@sscc.edu 

   

   

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes No  □ □   

Business before the committee   

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):  SB52 

Specific Issue:  I oppose the proposed Solar projects – Yellow Wood, Palomino, and 

Dodson Creek as well as all solar panel projects in Highland, Clinton, and Ross counties 

Are you testifying as a: Proponent Opponent Interested Party  I am a proponent of SB52  

   

□ □ □   
Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes    

□ □   
(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior  

to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.)  Will 

your testimony be written, spoken, or both?   



Please provide a brief statement on your position:   
 

My name is Maribeth Uralrith. I live in Highland County in the village of Lynchburg, Ohio 

45142. I am emailing your today to ask if you could help the village of Lynchburg, Ohio to halt 

the three prospective solar projects that will surround the village on three sides. 

 

 I am an adjunct professor at a community college. I have a master’s degree in Education and two 

B.A.’s and I only lack one class form having a third B.A. I have taught over 25 years and the last 

14 being in higher education. I am also a published writer with over 275 articles in newspapers 

and magazines that have been in circulation over 12 years, and I am skilled in researching.    

   

 I was born and raised in Highland County and Lynchburg. My ancestors have lived in the 

Lynchburg area for generations with one section residing in Lynchburg dating back to the late 

1700’s. My ancestor’s blood, sweat, and tears are engrained in the soil of the land here.  This 

community is a historical community. A large Shawnee Indian encampment was here, and the 

Shawnee Chief - Tecumseh stayed here often. Simon Kenton and his men along with settlers from 

Lynchburg participated in the “Battle of Lynchburg,” with Tecumseh and the Shawnee Indian 

tribe. There also was a Shaker settlement here as well as Civil War Union Solider regiments. The 

ground has many historical artifacts found and yet to be found.    

 

 Some feel that we (rural Highland County) are just a bunch of hicks. But this hick, as you can see 

from above, is educated and academically successful. The multiple proposed solar projects that 

are proposed to surround Lynchburg, Ohio on three sides will destroy this area and community. I 

am not over exaggerating or commenting without research. The research is insurmountable and so 

much so it would be hard to detail it in this email/letter. I know there are two sides to every story 

but allowing these solar projects to come into our community will be devastating for us.    

 

 I have asked these questions below to those who are for huge solar projects that take away the 

farmland. For us, if these projects go through, we will have not much farmland left. We will 

become a solar junk yard.  

 

 The questions I have asked are the following:   

 

 How would you like to have your community surrounded by these farms running the risk of 

potentially becoming a solar desert? Three thousand to four thousand acres surrounding 

Lynchburg are to be taken up with the solar projects. One contract from one company states in a 

clause that if the solar company abandons the project, because they have put $500.00 for 

approximately per 6 acres, they do not have to do the cleanup and the cleanup falls back on the 

owner. Can these owners afford that clean up?? No way, it would cost thousands upon thousands 

of dollars to do so, and the owners would have to be multi-millionaires to do that. Logic only tells 

us that if they inserted this clause, the likelihood of abandoning it in the future is highly likely. So 



not only we, the current generation, but multiple generations after us will be living in a solar 

panel junk yard.     

 

 How would you, if you are a hunter, like not to be able to hunt in your area anymore because all 

the animals will be rerouted and not be able to travel through because of the chain link bob wire 

fencing? The deer, turkeys etc. will no longer be able to migrate through. Not only that, but we 

have multiple breeding pairs of the American Bald Eagle, a protected species, that hunts on the 

proposed field on Rammel and Anderson roads. I have seen this myself and have visual proof of 

it. Outside of town we have a Ducks Unlimited wetland sanctuary which is only one road away 

from a proposed solar field. We also have a protected wildlife area named Oldaker one road from 

a proposed solar panel field.   

   

 How would you like after years and years of building up the equity in your home and property 

having it plummet because of these fields? Logically, can anyone really believe that property 

values won’t plummet? The research shows from other areas that it does. It is not logical to 

believe that this won’t happen. No one wants to be surrounded by these things. I know of some of 

the landowners in the area who have said that they will lease out and then move away because 

they themselves do not want to live near them. This is all about greed because that is the only 

thing the “owners” gain from this - nothing but money.     

 

 How would you and your family like to be exposed to the elevated health risk from them?  The 

chemicals used to maintain the panels which can contribute to a higher chance of causing cancer, 

can and contribute to the risk of contaminating the water supply. The panels themselves also 

contribute to an elevation of sun rays barreling down the surrounding areas.  

  

 How would you like see the beautiful fields taken away and destroyed by these solar panels?   

  

 Why should my property have devaluation, why should my health be in jeopardy, why should 

my community and village be destroyed? Why should my rural lifestyle be taken away, why 

should I not have a right to a vote? Why should my well-being be destroyed so these landowners 

and solar companies can have financial gain???     

 

 Why is my life so less valuable than the citizens in large cities and companies who want “greener 

energy” and if you do the research, in truth they are not “greener” or a better resource for energy? 

Why should the land here be destroyed so companies like Amazon can have a certain agenda 

fulfilled? Why should the land here be destroyed to supply energy to cities hundreds if not 

thousands of miles away? Where do OUR rights and our pursuit of happiness come into play? 

Are we to be sacrificed for the big corporation agendas?  Where do my rights come into play? 

Why should my homeland, my community, my village be destroyed at the expense of residents of 

a larger city? This is the United States of America! Where is my right to vote on this issue? Why 



are large cities allowed to walk all over smaller villages, do they have more rights as Americans 

than we do in Highland County? Are their lives more valuable than ours? And what of the 

historical significance of this community? This county and the community of Lynchburg has a 

high level of historical significance not only locally but with the state and yes, the nation.  

 

 We need your support to halt each of these three projects. The local politicians are being not 

much help.  We also need to be able to vote on the issue. This is American. This issue is much 

larger than the rights of property owners doing whatever they want on their land. If an owner can 

do anything they want on their land, then why are there zoning laws and eminent domain??? This 

issue affects thousands of people.     

 

The definition of a Representative is this: (of a legislative or deliberative assembly) consisting of 

people chosen to act and speak on behalf of a wider group.  

 

You were voted in by the people to perform the duties of a Representative for the people which 

is to represent the people and to do the will of the people. The people here have spoken, and the 

majority are against the three solar projects proposed to surround Lynchburg, Ohio.  

 

And what about The Constitution of the United States and the God-given rights bestowed on us as  

American citizens? The Constitution states in 

 

 Article  IV, Section 4  

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, 

and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the 

Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.  

We are to be protected. 

Fourteenth Amendment  

Section 1  

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce 

any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 

shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 

deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the law 

Our rights are not to be abridged (reduced). AND - nor shall any State deprive any person of life, 

liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the law 



Fifteenth Amendment  

Section 1  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 

States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude– 

We have the right to vote on this. 

Nineteenth Amendment  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 

States or by any State on account of sex. 

Our rights to vote shall not be denied! 

 

 Please take in consideration all the issues and please do all that you can to stop and halt the 

Dodson Creek, Palomino, and Yellow Wood prospective solar projects that would surround 

Lynchburg, Ohio and destroy it. Thank you!   

  

 Maribeth Uralrith, 118 Glenavy Drive, Lynchburg, Ohio 45142,  937-364-9225/937-515-2574 

(cell), maribeth2@hotmail.com  

 


