State And Local Government Committee
Opposition Testimony HB 62
Submitted by Barb McCarren

To Chairman Wiggams, Vice Chairman John, Ranking Member Kelly and
other Committee Members,

I am a retired teacher, mother of two boys and I live in Jackson Township,
Stark County. I STRENUOUSLY oppose HB 62.

As a teacher, I have taught young people the US Constitution for a long
time. Even our least advanced students are able to understand that state
laws cannot be in conflict with Federal Laws. This bill would be indefensible
in Court and millions of tax dollars would be wasted trying to defend it.

There is no need for this bill. Ohio gun owner’s have plenty of protections
for their second amendment rights. People who are prohibited by federal
law from owning a gun make that list for a good reason...because they
pose a real danger to law abiding Ohioans. This bill

will result in prohibited people carrying concealed guns, without permits,
background checks and will not make us safer. In fact, it will make our
communities more dangerous. An FBI study of 160 active-shooting
incidents from found that only one was stopped by an individual with a
valid firearms permit. Peer reviewed research by Boston University’ School
of Public Health found that states that have fewer gun safety regulations
have higher rates of gun deaths than states that have more regulations.

HB 62 is not needed and will just result in more law abiding citizen losing
THEIR right to life.

Thank you,

Barb McCarren
6/7/2021



References:

1. Matthew Miller, Deborah Azrael and David Hemenway, “Firearm availability and unintentional
firearm deaths, suicide, and homicide among 5-14 year olds,” Journal of Trauma and Acute
Care Surgery 52 (2) (2002): 274-275, available
at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11426678.

2. D] Wiebe, “"Homicide and suicide risks associated with firearms in the home: a national case-
control study,” Annnals of Emergency Medicine 41 (6) (2003): 771-782, available
at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12764330;



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11426678
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/guns-crime/reports/2017/10/05/440373/myth-vs-fact-debunking-gun-lobbys-favorite-talking-points/#fnref-440373-3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12764330

