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Witness Statement for HB 327 from Carol Canavan, North Canton, OH

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my written testimony in opposition to HB 327. T have
taken some of my statements below from the Honesty for Ohio Education because I believe they
represent my thinking in the matter of this bill you are considering at this time.

I have worked as a teacher of grades 7-12 in schools in Kentucky and in Ohio. I finished my
career in Higher Education as an instructor and an administrator. In all arenas of my career in
education I have been privileged to observe students grappling with difficult subjects. They have
expected to be listened to and have benefitted from the challenge of learning factual material that
provided new insights and opportunity to discuss.

With regard to our history as a nation and a state, we have had the opportunity to correct the
record and help students understand the sad parts of our history as well as those episodes for
which we can be most proud. “Efforts to dismiss racism and discrimination, or minimize its
trauma and impact, harms individuals and communities, and prevents pathways to reconciliation
and healing.” What our nation and state need now more than ever is healing! We need to focus
on love, not hate.

In my career I experienced many times when the community as a whole came together to create
better curricula and educational experiences for the students. This coming together is what we
must strive for, rather than further dividing; pitting families, teachers and legislative officials
against each other.

Finally, students at every level benefit from seeing themselves in the narrative. The diversity of
this great state and nation must be celebrated in order for our young people to thrive and build a
better future for themselves and our world. They need honesty in education, not further efforts to
restrict what they can learn and discuss about our history and society. Only by understanding
what has gone on in our past can we build a path to a better tomorrow. Ohio needs ALL of its
children to be well educated and able to analyze what has come before and astute enough to
recognize missteps in building our future in time to avoid those missteps.

I urge you to drop this bill from consideration!



