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Honesty in Education is Needed
Tamar Gray (Cleveland Heights)

My name is Tamar Gr. | am a music teacher. | live and teach in Cleveland Hts.

The time has come for me to speak up and speak out about the needs of our
students. All students deserve an honest education that speaks truth to who they
are, not only as students but as American citizens.

This fight is not new, and yes, this is personal because | am a woman of color.
My ancestral history was rewritten to make it palatable to the masses. | did not
know the truth about who | was until late in life. There was so much to learn.

. When we look back honestly in history we not only see the truth, but we need to
speak the truth, and not be silenced.

Truth is the word of the day. Our students deserve the truth. All of our
students! We cannot hide our heads in the sand and act as if everything has

been perfect. The truth is...It has not! Why are there people who are afraid to
face it?

The misinformation that is being spread would be laughable if it weren't so
dangerous. Dangerous because people believe the lies.

What | see are not the students who are fearful because they can deal with truth
and honesty. It is what we instill in our students every day appropriately at every
level. This is how they learn to respect each other’s heritage and culture.

But instead, the adults who are fearful something will be taken away. Equity and
Inclusion build up our democracy.  While trying to instill fear tears us down. We
need to build bridges, not walls. Have we learned nothing from our history?

The truth will always prevail, and good people will not allow those who want to
stay in the dark to have the last say.

I am gratefullto live and work in a community that values diversity, equity,
inclusion, and honesty in the classroom.




House bills 322 and 327 should not and cannot be tolerated or passed.
Thank you.

Tamar Gray
Music Teacher -
Cleveland Heights
Local 795



