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STATE OF OHIO WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE MEETING — April 20, 2021
VILLAGE OF EVENDALE
TESTIMONY RE: SUB. H.B. 157

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is David Elmer, Administrator for the Village of
Evendale, speaking on behalf of Mayor Richard Finan who, as many of you know, proudly served as
Ohio’s 90™ President of the Senate.

Evendale is home to 3 World Headquarters including GE Aviation, the worlds largest manufacturer of jet
engines. We serve and protect 2,800 +/- residents and a workforce population of 22,000 +/- mostly in
manufacturing and R&D fields. Our business community has invested billions of doliars in private
infrastructure producing goods and services sold across the Globe.

85% of the Village’s General Fund is derived from earnings tax. We provide well-trained and equipped
police and fire Departments capable of effectively handling large-scale industrial needs. Interstate 75
runs though Evendale and we routinely provide mutual aid assistance to our surrounding neighbors.
Therefore, our services are required 24/7 regardless of how many residents or employees are in our
jurisdiction at any given time.

Evendale already advocates low taxes. The Village does not assess a property tax and our 1.2% income
tax is competitively low. In fact, our low taxes and quality services are key amenities that enable us to
retain our strong industrial/manufacturing base. We anticipate a 10% to 30% reduction in income due to
HB 157. This would result in either lesser services or higher taxes to meet expected service ieveis.

The full effect of COVID on future work scenarios is not fully known. Most businesses are implementing
health-related protocols and/or modifying interior layouts to enable employees to return to work. We
ask that the legislature respect the original intent of Sec 29 of HB 197 and would appreciate your
opposition to Substitute HB 157. Thank you for your consideration and time.

2 minutes 30 seconds.



