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Senator Rob McColley
Senate Office Building
1 Capitol Square

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chairman McColley,

Ohio is home to an abundant supply of natural gas which provides
affordable, reliable, and environmentally friendly energy to millions of
families and businesses. The recent trend of local governments across
the country limiting access to natural gas service is alarming
considering the countless benefits natural gas provides the American
family, economy, and its important role as part of diverse energy mix
that ultimately supports the expansion of renewable energy. HB201
and SB127 are common sense pieces of legislation that prohibits local
governments from taking away an Ohioan’s right to choose how to
heat their homes, dry their clothes and cook their food. Additionally,
allowing a patchwork of communities to ban natural gas creates
unnecessary operational challenges that will negatively impact both
residential and business customers and increase costs to consumers.

Natural gas is a key component in solving the global climate challenge
and is vital to Ohio’s fuel mix for a variety of reasons:

Affordability
e On average, Ohio families save $879 a year by using natural gas
to cook, heat their homes and dry their clothes and nationally
families have saved $143 billion over the past 10 years.
e 5.5 million businesses use natural gas in the U.S., saving $121
billon since 2009.

Reliability

SOCIETY MEMBERS
SORG SOCIETY

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc.

VERITY SOCIETY

Atrium Medical Center
Deceuninck North America
First Financial Bank
Kettering Health Network
Molson Coors

Sunrise Treatment Center

Hook Sociery

Butler Tech

Cohen

Cox First Media

Flowers by Roger, Inc.
McGraw/Kokosing

Midd Cities Partners

MidUSA Credit Union

Robinson Heating & Air Conditioning
Russ Beckner Pictures

Spectrum Reach

TYTUS SOCIETY

Baker Concrete Construction
Duke Energy

Essity

Flagel & Papakirk LLC

G & J Pepsi-Cola Bottlers, Inc.
Hawthorn Glen Senior Living Campus
Joe Morgan Honda

LCNB National Bank

Majestic Care of Middletown
Markey’s Rental & Staging
Middletown Energy Center
One Smarter

PAC Worldwide Corporation
Precision Strip, Inc.

Shaker Run Golf Club

Slam Dunk Sports Marketing
The Cumberland Group

The Windamere

Valley Central Bank

e The natural gas system is primarily underground and shielded from most major weather events,

providing important reliability that other energy cannot.

e Natural gas is an important part of the all-of-the-above energy strategy and recent events have

shown the importance of not putting all energy eggs in one basket.
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Environmentally friendly
e Emissions from the natural gas distribution system have declined 73 percent since 1990.
e Switching from coal to natural gas for electricity generation has resulted in 53 percent emission
reductions.

In 2016, NTE Energy made a $600 million dollar investment in Middletown with a 2-stage gas burning
combustion turbine that supplies nearly 500 mega watts of power to our local power grid that
provides pure, consistent power to our businesses and residents.

We support HB 201 and SB 127 and urge its passage to continue allowing Ohioans to benefit from our
state’s great natural resource.

Sincerely,

Hoid e

Rick Pearce
President/CEO
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