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Good morning Chair Manning, Vice-Chair McColley, Ranking Member Thomas, and
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee. My name is Cary Williams, | am the
Executive Director of NorthWest Community Corrections Center in Wood County, and
a Trustee of Corlus, Inc. Corlus is a professional association that represents eleven
publicly operated Community Based Correctional Facilities (CBCFs) in Ohio. |
appreciate this opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 288, and speak
specifically to the attached amendment, that we submitted to the chair's office,
which would allow courts and offenders access to CBCFs during the Intervention in
Lieu of Conviction process.

The first CBCF in Ohio dates back to 1978 and was established to be a locally
controlled entity. Today, CBCFs serve all 88 counties in Ohio and provide residential
treatment to over 7,500 offenders annually, as well as several thousand more in a
variety of outpatient programs. CBCFs provide the highest level of treatment dosage
in the communities they serve. Through ingenuity and community collaboration,
CBCFs have expanded their holistic treatment to include programs for substance
abuse, cognitive behavioral therapy, anger management, family reunification, general
education, medication assisted treatment (MAT), trauma, and mental health, among
many others.

CBCFs are effective at working with high risk, felony level offenders with a variety of
criminogenic needs. This flexibility makes CBCFs ideal tools for courts to utilize within
the expansion of Intervention in Lieu eligibility. Expanding access to Intervention in
Lieu allows more offenders, with more needs, the ability to benefit. To expand access
for offenders with more needs, without expanding the access to more tools for
judges, will limit potential success.

Many judges around the state currently successfully utilize CBCFs within the
Intervention in Lieu of Conviction process. The purpose of thisamendment is to clarify
what some view as ambiguity in the current code. Corlus strongly believes this
amendment will make clear for judges and offenders the opportunity to utilize CBCFs
as another step in the continuum of sanctions in the Intervention in Lieu process.
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Instead of limiting the courts to programs in the community, this amendment allows
judges another option to continue the Intervention in Lieu process when an offender
initially fails a term or condition in the community. Without access to CBCFs, courts
are often left without more intense treatment options. This can lead to guilty pleas
and incarceration, leaving the offender in a much worse position.

In regards to SB 288 as a whole, we applaud the overarching intent of the ambitious
legislation. It is clear the criminal code in Ohio has been in need of modification and
update for quite some time. The diligent work of the Ohio Criminal Justice
Recodification Committee in recommending changes to code has borne fruit. Their
efforts to offer recommendations to simplify criminal code is apparent in the
proposed legislation. We commend the legislature for their desire to strive for
effective and lasting positive changes by revising criminal justice law with SB 288.

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, | appreciate you allowing me the
opportunity to provide testimony to you regarding Senate Bill 288, and specifically
the Intervention in Lieu of Conviction amendment, which we hope you will take into
consideration as the bill moves forward. | would be happy to take any questions at
this time.
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Amendment No. AM 134 2730
S. B. No. 288
As Introduced

moved to amend as follows:

In line 21757, after "authority," insert "a community-based

correctional facility, "

After line 21831, insert:

"(8) "Community-based correctionzl Ffacilitv" has the same

meaning as in section 2929.01 of the Revised Code."

The motion was agreed fo.

SYNOPSTS

Intervention in lieu of conviction -- community-based

correctional facilities
R.C. 2951.041

Expands the entities under the general control and
supervision of which a court that grants an cffender

intervention in lieu of conviction must place the offender to
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expressly authorize the court to additionally use a community-
based correctional facility for that purpose, as an alternative
to the entities that currently are expressly authorized.
Currently, the provision expressly authorizes the court to use a
county probation department, the Adult Parole Authority, or
another appropriate local probation or court services agency for

that purpose.
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