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OPPONENT TESTIMONY OF S.B. 258
Danielle Bekeleski
2277 Hoover Ave
IN SUPPORT OF:
Fair Maps and Redistricting

Senate Local Government Elections Committee

My name is Danielle Bekeleski and | live in Reynoldsburg, Ohio. | currently work as a waitress
but have recently graduated from Clark State College and passed the board exam to work as a
Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) in Ohio.

| was born and raised in Mansfield, a city in Richland County in Northeastern Ohio. In 2017, |
left my hometown and headed for the Columbus area in a desperate attempt to escape a town
that had very little to offer. Since then, | have lived in the city, as well as a couple of the eastern
suburbs of Columbus. | have vowed to never return to Mansfield, as | have finally found a home
in an area rich with opportunity, where diversity is celebrated and cherished.

There is a long list of things that | love about the Columbus area, but one of the things that |
appreciate the most is being a part of a community of fellow Ohioans with political interests like
my own. This map drawn by the Republican House and Senate robs me and so many of the like-
minded members of my community of fair and accurate legislative representation, and that is
absolutely unacceptable.

According to the 2021 census, Reynoldsburg and Whitehall, both located on the eastern and
southeastern portion of the I-270 belt, are the top 2 most culturally diverse Columbus suburbs.
This map groups these two central Ohio suburbs along with strictly white, Republican
communities, reaching all the way down to the southeastern tip of Ohio in Lawrence County.
This grouping essentially eliminates the votes of a large percentage of the black community in
the Columbus area- a move that was undoubtedly intentional, and that makes me sick.

This map is offensive and is a blatant attack on democracy. As a tax-paying citizen, | refuse to
allow my vote, and the votes of so many other like-minded citizens, get washed away in a sea of

partisan corruption.

Do better.



