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Chairman Hoagland,

The MLK Planning Committee of the Mahoning Valley focus on
continuing the dream and vision of our beloved Dr. King and doing so
in @ non-violent way. That is why we are adamantly opposed to the
passage of HB 99.

Ohio continues to pass laws that make us less safe by making it easier
for citizens to purchase and carry firearms. HB 99 is one of those bills.
Teachers are trained to educate our children, not be security guards.
Permitting educators and other school personnel to bring guns into
schools will not stop gun violence. It will not stop the murdering of
babies at schools. We absolutely agree that measures need to be
taken to protect our children, however adding more guns will not help.
Those guns may be misused, stolen, or the weapon utilized in an
unintentional shooting.

Our nation recently suffered another mass shooting of innocent
children at a school in Uvalde, Texas. The week before that, elderly
African Americans were gunned down at a grocery store in Buffalo.
We believe that bringing more guns around children will lead to more
deaths and injuries of those children. The answer isn’t more guns.
The answer is to remove access of weapons of war to non-military
citizens. We must stop giving regular citizens guns that are meant to
spray down dozens of humans within seconds. There is nothing
peaceful about this practice and the continued push to arm every
person. We insist that our state, as well as our nation, put an end to
these horrific acts of violence by eliminating the real problem—easy
access to assault weapons.

Please, do not pass HB 99!

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Planning Committee

Cc: Sen. Cecil Thomas, Ranking Member




