As Introduced

134th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 207

2021-2022
Senators Thomas, Wilson

Cosponsor: Senator Blessing

A BILL

To amend sections 1901.041 and 2301.03 of the
Revised Code to revise the law governing cases
that may be referred to the Hamilton County Drug

Court.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1901.041 and 2301.03 of the

Revised Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1901.041. A)r—Except as authorized by or provided in
division (B) of section 1901.181 of the Revised Code, all cases
filed after the institution of a housing or environmental
division of a municipal court and over which the division has
jurisdiction shall be assigned by the administrative judge of
the municipal court to the judge of the division. Any cases
pending in the municipal court at the time the division is
instituted and over which the division has jurisdiction shall be
reassigned to the judge of the division, if the administrative
judge determines that reassignment will not delay the trial of
the case and that reassignment is in the best interests of the

parties.
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Sec. 2301.03. (A) In Franklin county, the judges of the
court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953,
January 2, 1953, January 5, 1969, January 5, 1977, January 2,
1997, January 9, 2019, and January 3, 2021, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Franklin county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. They shall have all the powers
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151.
and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings under
Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code over which the juvenile court
has jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned to them.
In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge who is
senior in point of service shall serve on the children services
board and the county advisory board and shall be the
administrator of the domestic relations division and its

subdivisions and departments.
(B) In Hamilton county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas, whose term
begins on January 1, 1957, and successors, and the judge of the
court of common pleas, whose term begins on February 14, 1967,
and successors, shall be the juvenile judges as provided in
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers

and jurisdiction conferred by those chapters.
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(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 5, 1957, January 16, 1981, and July 1, 1991,
and successors, shall be elected and designated as judges of the
court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, and shall
have assigned to them all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases coming before the court.
On or after the first day of July and before the first day of
August of 1991 and each year thereafter, a majority of the
judges of the division of domestic relations shall elect one of
the judges of the division as administrative judge of that
division. If a majority of the judges of the division of
domestic relations are unable for any reason to elect an
administrative judge for the division before the first day of
August, a majority of the judges of the Hamilton county court of
common pleas, as soon as possible after that date, shall elect
one of the judges of the division of domestic relations as
administrative judge of that division. The term of the
administrative judge shall begin on the earlier of the first day
of August of the year in which the administrative judge is
elected or the date on which the administrative judge is elected
by a majority of the judges of the Hamilton county court of
common pleas and shall terminate on the date on which the
administrative judge's successor is elected in the following

year.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the
administrative judge of the division of domestic relations shall
be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its
subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating

divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
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annulment cases, including any referees considered necessary by 80
the judges in the discharge of their various duties. 81
The administrative judge of the division of domestic 82
relations also shall designate the title, compensation, expense 83
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the 84
personnel of the division, and shall fix the duties of its 85
personnel. The duties of the personnel, in addition to those 86
provided for in other sections of the Revised Code, shall 87
include the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce, 88
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases 89
and counseling and conciliation services that may be made 90
available to persons requesting them, whether or not the persons 91
are parties to an action pending in the division. 92
The board of county commissioners shall appropriate the 93
sum of money each year as will meet all the administrative 94
expenses of the division of domestic relations, including 95
reasonable expenses of the domestic relations judges and the 96
division counselors and other employees designated to conduct 97
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce, 98
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, 99
conciliation and counseling, and all matters relating to those 100
cases and counseling, and the expenses involved in the 101
attendance of division personnel at domestic relations and 102
welfare conferences designated by the division, and the further 103
sum each year as will provide for the adequate operation of the 104
division of domestic relations. 105
The compensation and expenses of all employees and the 106
salary and expenses of the judges shall be paid by the county 107
treasurer from the money appropriated for the operation of the 108

division, upon the warrant of the county auditor, certified to 109
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by the administrative judge of the division of domestic

relations.

The summonses, warrants, citations, subpoenas, and other
writs of the division may issue to a bailiff, constable, or
staff investigator of the division or to the sheriff of any
county or any marshal, constable, or police officer, and the
provisions of law relating to the subpoenaing of witnesses in
other cases shall apply insofar as they are applicable. When a
summons, warrant, citation, subpoena, or other writ is issued to
an officer, other than a bailiff, constable, or staff
investigator of the division, the expense of serving it shall be

assessed as a part of the costs in the case involved.

(3) The judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton
county whose term begins on January 3, 1997, and the successors
to that judge shall each be elected and designated as the drug

court judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county. Fhe—

N | £+ 1 =<z o= £ +h
ey J LAI.LA.\jC o CITC \jCJ.JCJ_ [ gy W g O TUTT o CITC \NZANV L W R iy A O UTTITOTT
bl £ 17 L] 4 + | R | £+ 1 ] +
PJ_C0.0 > 1IITOTT T T COUTT O TTIT L,_Y T (=3 _J uu\jc . CITC 1IN T T COUTT O aTT L_,_Y

Page 5

110
111

112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121

122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132

133
134
135
136
137
138
139



Page 6

S. B. No. 207
As Introduced

140

PSS £V
|\ E o o e g &

=1
CIT

EEEN-Y

+
TITITg

.
pans

[exe]

£V
=

EREPA P oo
ey

T ooy

P SR, D
SHrt—Tuages

141

P SN, P
SeetETron—tnat

(PN (2 PN TAZNAY +1 =
T o LTOTTS \w = = 7 T (107 OT—TCTIirTS

A
o

bad
oo CTTToCC—T

oo

142

+

+
o CcoOmItalrrcy  COIITc L OT

+ AR
A (=3 CUTTIOO T CTITOUTT o

TOTTaOCTOLIT

oTv eSS o

143

+ A4
J uu\jc

grog Ccouorc

T SR S
T LT CII

oy

+

cIrc Orog Ccourc Juagcy

+
TO

+
oOTaIICTTOTT

144

145

146

EEIECE Ol o
o OT—COmMmtoOTT

TS TOTT

TCraoar  OTL

gen

1
CTIT

er
T JoaogtT

~
<
—

148

RSN
[P S AW 8w

N Aomraor mmnooad Moo 3
CIT A\ o = u\j AW i Sy wy _J l./l\_A.‘\j

TO

o
o TS

T

P SRy

ul o
<

P EEENE RPN N

morrrCTrrpaoT

149

cIict T

EESNE I
Tt IICS

+
T

2 £ 1 ST P =
T crS——J oty \wa

PN

ot
o TCTTOTT

PN
CITIO

El = (D) (2 £
ToLTOI (/o7 T

a
A\ gy

150

N

Py
IA
D,
jon
B
p
"

Traom o

+ 1
OTr—TcnC—T 0T

+ 1
OOTIT

151

TOTTOWIIIY appPpLIIcoo .

1
CIIC

TIrc— OT

T

152

oIt

N |
UTve S o gruyg alouotT OrLrLcClirotTy [© SR & o m n

TIT

TIIC CToaotT

L7

153

ESN
CIIC

J_unjy OoT

£
-

+
TIraac Lo o

=
\TAva -y

n 2020 N1 £ 1 =
J.9oL UL CIT TOoCTC

P
CCITUTIT

=]

154

T2 <2
CO— ooy

P ONE I S =
TS CoOtmirrc ooty PL TOLn

. PSS I PP ERF=R N £
T OO TCTT \A.CyJ_ — J g CIT |\ H i we i AW )

BN

CIrr O OTr

EEN

155

=R Y
— i CIT

SegE

S = = S|
T T T CIt

£

I
EERN AW L,J.J.,

EREVON|

TIrT Ly

+ 1

ESEN
CIIC

J_unry OT

1002
A%

T

156

o IroT <

e Tao1 o | 1004 = PN
ooy L7 T O7 a1 ot

£+
oL C T

T

o PN
T T CTTTO™ =) A []91 1413 3u Sy e wpw § TT

££

157

EEEN
1T

PN

=
[© R & o i i

r

£ L o
T C T CITo

i A=
CIT

2zl s
TITVvVOTL

[exe]

I
TIT

A==

158

5 =1
O TIT

PN
TOTITy

ot

+
cIiaC

o7

n 20172 N1 £ 1
T . UL N Y 5 i

ot
o TCTTOTT

159

= Ti21 <2
cTO-oary

ESE SN BT SN
TP T TOT

ottt T T

ara o
=]

PN

£
O CITS

TT

drpetl Ao oo EF=RL N
Gegree—FT—=F

=
TOoOCOTLT Ctr

a

ERES

| S i s & s

N

160

£ 1
EAe

PCEN 3
SCoTC g

£2001 9
-

et
Fourtns

EREVON|
Tty

ESN EN
A S o

PN
TOTTy

1004
©

T

16l

|
T oUCIiCTITO L 5

u 1004
T/ T o7 O <

T2
ooy

+
Or—arccT

|

.
e C UMM T T TT 0 1T

£ £
|\ S B wp § ' h wl

162

OT

TIiT OaligcT

+

|

=

1

1
oL COITTO T UCpPCTITIaCITC  OL

=1 daf = = =
CITC OCTCTITOTOIrc  To gl oy O

A
TIITCE

163

T L L OTtt

£
i .

a 1
wooLror OTTIT

=

A 1+
TTOCTITIC  olrcr

1

1
aTrCOITO T OCTo

=
oCCTOomTIIg arayg oL

164

165

Bl sze

WIllYy OMMLTY .«

£
TO T

ESN
CT1IT

]
pap e g

TASNAY
T

166

3=

Ortttairr Cy

Tal g~ PSRN
T

WIT T CTT

TOT

. £ I
[© 5 3 S W s B o i )

o
=]

TIIe—CToS

Tl

167

ol
TF

PN

WITTCTT

PN

TIT

o
o TS

o o o A
TIPS T

=N
ey oT

El PN

ot
oo IrtCTTOTT

o

=1 it e
COoTTTTOo=T

168



S. B. No. 207
As Introduced

ar

[on
B

[OR

= + £ 2 ul
IS 11O IttoCcoOL OoT TOTCIT

(573 The do oot b o cata b b IS (NP NPIGFADE [ IS AN
Vi — TRt reRtaRtt oS Rt—atEte At a Tt SoORaTEIon
(74 T£ +1 dat ; +h

\ o e may | [ - CIT AT T TITOTOITC O LTITTCTO L CT L aOtTTUy, T cUUITCy

+
PTrootTtCocor approvesS UL

(4) If the administrative judge of the court of common
pleas of Hamilton county determines that the volume of cases
pending before the drug court judge does not constitute a
sufficient caseload for the drug court judge, the administrative
judge, 1in accordance with the Rules of Superintendence for
Courts of Common Pleas, shall assign individual cases to the
drug court judge from the general docket of the court. If the
assignments so occur, the administrative judge shall cease the
assignments when the administrative judge determines that the

volume of cases pending before the drug court Jjudge constitutes

a sufficient caseload for the drug court judge.

(C) (1) In Lorain county:

(a) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
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begin on January 3, 1959, January 4, 1989, and January 2, 1999,
and successors, and the judge of the court of common pleas whose
term begins on February 9, 2009, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Lorain county and shall be elected and
designated as the judges of the court of common pleas, division
of domestic relations. The judges of the court of common pleas
whose terms begin on January 3, 1959, January 4, 1989, and
January 2, 1999, and successors, shall have all of the powers
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151.
and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings over
which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
shall be assigned to them, except cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common
pleas. From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009, the
judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on February
9, 2009, shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts,
and cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code,
parentage proceedings over which the juvenile court has
jurisdiction, and divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned to that judge,
except cases that for some special reason are assigned to some

other judge of the court of common pleas.

(b) From January 1, 2006, through September 28, 2009, the
judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations, in addition to the powers and jurisdiction set forth
in division (C) (1) (a) of this section, shall have jurisdiction
over matters that are within the jurisdiction of the probate

court under Chapter 2101. and other provisions of the Revised
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Code.

(c) The judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations, whose term begins on February 9, 2009, is
the successor to the probate judge who was elected in 2002 for a
term that began on February 9, 2003. After September 28, 2009,
the judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations, whose term begins on February 9, 2009, shall be the

probate Jjudge.

(2) (a) From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009,
with respect to Lorain county, all references in law to the
probate court shall be construed as references to the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations, and all references
to the probate judge shall be construed as references to the
judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic

relations.

(b) From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009,
with respect to Lorain county, all references in law to the
clerk of the probate court shall be construed as references to
the judge who is serving pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules of
Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio as the administrative
judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic

relations.
(D) In Lucas county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 1, 1955, and January 3, 1965, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Lucas county and shall be

elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
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division of domestic relations. All divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases shall be

assigned to them.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in
point of service, shall be considered as the presiding judge of
the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, and
shall be charged exclusively with the assignment and division of
the work of the division and the employment and supervision of

all other personnel of the domestic relations division.

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 5, 1977, and January 2, 1991, and successors
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Lucas county, shall be elected
and designated as Jjudges of the court of common pleas, juvenile
division, and shall be the juvenile judges as provided in
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code with the powers and
jurisdictions conferred by those chapters. In addition to the
judge's regular duties, the judge of the court of common pleas,
juvenile division, senior in point of service, shall be the
administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and
departments and shall have charge of the employment, assignment,
and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged in
handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including
any referees considered necessary by the judges of the division

in the discharge of their wvarious duties.

The judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division,
senior in point of service, also shall designate the title,
compensation, expense allowance, hours, leaves of absence, and

vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix the
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duties of the personnel of the division. The duties of the
personnel, in addition to other statutory duties include the
handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and
counseling and conciliation services that may be made available
to persons requesting them, whether or not the persons are

parties to an action pending in the division.

(3) If one of the judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations, or one of the judges of the
juvenile division is sick, absent, or unable to perform that
judge's judicial duties or the volume of cases pending in that
judge's division necessitates it, the duties shall be performed

by the judges of the other of those divisions.
(E) In Mahoning county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
began on January 1, 1955, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Mahoning county, shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations, and shall be assigned all the divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming before
the court. In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge
of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations,
shall be the administrator of the domestic relations division
and its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of
the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of
the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, including any referees considered necessary in

the discharge of the various duties of the judge's office.
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The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, 316
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of 317
the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the 318
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel, in 319
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, 320
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of 321
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and counseling 322
and conciliation services that may be made available to persons 323
requesting them, whether or not the persons are parties to an 324
action pending in the division. 325

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term 326
began on January 2, 1969, and successors, shall have the same 327
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and 328
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of 329
common pleas of Mahoning county, shall be elected and designated 330
as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and 331
shall be the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 332
2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers and jurisdictions 333
conferred by those chapters. In addition to the judge's regular 334
duties, the judge of the court of common pleas, Jjuvenile 335
division, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division 336
and its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of 337
the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of 338
the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating 339
juvenile cases, including any referees considered necessary by 340
the judge in the discharge of the judge's wvarious duties. 341

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, 342
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of 343
the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the 344
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel, in 345

addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, 346
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servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and counseling
and conciliation services that may be made available to persons
requesting them, whether or not the persons are parties to an

action pending in the division.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations or Jjuvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's judicial duties, or the volume of
cases pending in that judge's division necessitates it, that
judge's duties shall be performed by another judge of the court

of common pleas.
(F) In Montgomery county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 2, 1953, and January 4, 1977, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Montgomery county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. These judges shall have assigned
to them all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation,

and annulment cases.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in
point of service, shall be charged exclusively with the
assignment and division of the work of the division and shall
have charge of the employment and supervision of the personnel
of the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, including any necessary referees, except those
employees who may be appointed by the judge, junior in point of
service, under this section and sections 2301.12 and 2301.18 of

the Revised Code. The judge of the division of domestic
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relations, senior in point of service, also shall designate the
title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall

fix their duties.

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 1, 1953, and January 1, 1993, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Montgomery county, shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
juvenile division, and shall be, and have the powers and
jurisdiction of, the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters

2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of
the court of common pleas, juvenile division, senior in point of
service, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division and
its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
juvenile division, including any necessary referees, who are
engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases.
The judge, senior in point of service, also shall designate the
title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing,
and investigation of juvenile cases and of any counseling and
conciliation services that are available upon request to
persons, whether or not they are parties to an action pending in

the division.

If one of the judges of the court of common pleas,
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division of domestic relations, or one of the judges of the
court of common pleas, Jjuvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's duties or the volume of cases
pending in that judge's division necessitates it, the duties of
that judge may be performed by the judge or judges of the other

of those divisions.
(G) In Richland county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 1957, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Richland county and shall be elected and
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations. That judge shall be assigned and hear all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, all domestic violence cases arising under
section 3113.31 of the Revised Code, and all post-decree
proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any of those
matters. The division of domestic relations has concurrent
jurisdiction with the juvenile division of the court of common
pleas of Richland county to determine the care, custody, or
control of any child not a ward of another court of this state,
and to hear and determine a request for an order for the support
of any child if the request is not ancillary to an action for
divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal
separation, a criminal or civil action involving an allegation
of domestic violence, or an action for support brought under
Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code. Except in cases that are
subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile
court, the judge of the division of domestic relations shall be

assigned and hear all cases pertaining to paternity or
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parentage, the care, custody, or control of children, parenting
time or visitation, child support, or the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children, all
proceedings arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all
proceedings arising under the uniform interstate family support
act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, and all
post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any

of those matters.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of
the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, shall
be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its
subdivisions and departments. The judge shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
domestic relations division, including any magistrates the judge
considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's duties. The
judge shall also designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, vacation, and other
employment-related matters of the personnel of the division and

shall fix their duties.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 3, 2005, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Richland county, shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and
shall be, and have the powers and jurisdiction of, the juvenile
judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised
Code. Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge of the juvenile
division shall not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and

shall not be assigned, any case pertaining to paternity or
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parentage, the care, custody, or control of children, parenting
time or visitation, child support, or the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children or any
post-decree proceeding arising from any case pertaining to any
of those matters. The judge of the juvenile division shall not
have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shall not be
assigned, any proceeding under the uniform interstate family

support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of
the juvenile division shall be the administrator of the juvenile
division and its subdivisions and departments. The judge shall
have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of
the personnel of the juvenile division who are engaged in
handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including
any magistrates whom the judge considers necessary for the

discharge of the judge's various duties.

The judge of the juvenile division also shall designate
the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of juvenile cases and providing any counseling,
conciliation, and mediation services that the court makes
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to

an action pending in the court, who request the services.

(H) (1) In Stark county, the judges of the court of common
pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, January 2, 1959, and
January 1, 1993, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and

receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
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common pleas of Stark county and shall be elected and designated
as judges of the court of common pleas, family court division.
They shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and
all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code,
all parentage proceedings over which the juvenile court has
jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases, except cases that are assigned
to some other judge of the court of common pleas for some

special reason, shall be assigned to the judges.

(2) The judge of the family court division, second most
senior in point of service, shall have charge of the employment
and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged in
handling, servicing, or investigating divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, and necessary

referees required for the judge's respective court.

(3) The judge of the family court division, senior in
point of service, shall be charged exclusively with the
administration of sections 2151.13, 2151.16, 2151.17, and
2152.71 of the Revised Code and with the assignment and division
of the work of the division and the employment and supervision
of all other personnel of the division, including, but not
limited to, that judge's necessary referees, but excepting those
employees who may be appointed by the judge second most senior
in point of service. The senior judge further shall serve in
every other position in which the statutes permit or require a

juvenile judge to serve.

(4) On and after September 29, 2015, all references in law

to "the division of domestic relations," "the domestic relations

division,"™ "the domestic relations court," "the judge of the

division of domestic relations,™ or "the judge of the domestic

Page 18

499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507

508
509
510
511
512
513

514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524

525
526
527
528



S. B. No. 207
As Introduced

relations division" shall be construed, with respect to Stark
county, as being references to "the family court division" or

"the judge of the family court division."
(I) In Summit county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 4, 1967, and January 6, 1993, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Summit county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judges of the division of
domestic relations shall have assigned to them and hear all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases that come before the court. Except in cases that
are subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
juvenile court, the judges of the division of domestic relations
shall have assigned to them and hear all cases pertaining to
paternity, custody, visitation, child support, or the allocation
of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children
and all post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining
to any of those matters. The judges of the division of domestic
relations shall have assigned to them and hear all proceedings
under the uniform interstate family support act contained in

Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in
point of service, shall be the administrator of the domestic
relations division and its subdivisions and departments and
shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision
of the personnel of the division, including any necessary

referees, who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
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investigating divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases. That judge also shall designate
the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacations of the personnel of the division and
shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition
to other statutory duties, shall include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and of any
counseling and conciliation services that are available upon
request to all persons, whether or not they are parties to an

action pending in the division.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 1955, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Summit county, shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and
shall be, and have the powers and jurisdiction of, the juvenile
judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised
Code. Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge of the juvenile
division shall not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and
shall not be assigned, any case pertaining to paternity,
custody, visitation, child support, or the allocation of
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children or
any post-decree proceeding arising from any case pertaining to
any of those matters. The judge of the juvenile division shall
not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shall not be
assigned, any proceeding under the uniform interstate family

support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

The juvenile judge shall be the administrator of the
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juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments and shall
have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of
the personnel of the juvenile division, including any necessary
referees, who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating juvenile cases. The judge also shall designate the
title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing,
and investigation of juvenile cases and of any counseling and
conciliation services that are available upon request to
persons, whether or not they are parties to an action pending in

the division.

(J) In Trumbull county, the judges of the court of common

pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1977,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation
as other judges of the court of common pleas of Trumbull county
and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall have
all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage
proceedings over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and
all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases shall be assigned to them, except cases that for
some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the

court of common pleas.
(K) In Butler county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms

begin on January 1, 1957, and January 4, 1993, and successors,
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shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Butler county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judges of the division of
domestic relations shall have assigned to them all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
coming before the court, except in cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common
pleas. The judges of the division of domestic relations also
have concurrent jurisdiction with judges of the juvenile
division of the court of common pleas of Butler county with
respect to and may hear cases to determine the custody, support,
or custody and support of a child who is born of issue of a
marriage and who is not the ward of another court of this state,
cases commenced by a party of the marriage to obtain an order
requiring support of any child when the request for that order
is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of
marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil
action involving an allegation of domestic violence, an action
for support under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, or an
action that is within the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
juvenile division of the court of common pleas of Butler county
and that involves an allegation that the child is an abused,
neglected, or dependent child, and post-decree proceedings and
matters arising from those types of cases. The judge senior in
point of service shall be charged with the assignment and
division of the work of the division and with the employment and
supervision of all other personnel of the domestic relations

division.

The judge senior in point of service also shall designate
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the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of 651
absence, and vacations of the personnel of the division and 652
shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition 653
to other statutory duties, shall include the handling, 654
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of 655
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and providing 656
any counseling and conciliation services that the division makes 657
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to 658
an action pending in the division, who request the services. 659

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms 660
begin on January 3, 1987, and January 2, 2003, and successors, 661
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and 662
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges 663
of the court of common pleas of Butler county, shall be elected 664
and designated as Jjudges of the court of common pleas, juvenile 665
division, and shall be the juvenile Jjudges as provided in 666
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers 667
and jurisdictions conferred by those chapters. Except in cases 668
that are subject to the exclusive original Jjurisdiction of the 669
juvenile court, the judges of the juvenile division shall not 670
have jurisdiction or the power to hear and shall not be 671
assigned, but shall have the limited ability and authority to 672
certify, any case commenced by a party of a marriage to 673
determine the custody, support, or custody and support of a 674
child who is born of issue of the marriage and who is not the 675
ward of another court of this state when the request for the 676
order in the case is not ancillary to an action for divorce, 677
dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation. The 678
judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, who is 679
senior in point of service, shall be the administrator of the 680

juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments. The 681
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judge, senior in point of service, shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
juvenile division who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating juvenile cases, including any referees whom the
judge considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's

various duties.

The judge, senior in point of service, also shall
designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours,
leaves of absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division
and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and providing any
counseling and conciliation services that the division makes
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to

an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations or Jjuvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's judicial duties or the volume of
cases pending in the judge's division necessitates it, the
duties of that judge shall be performed by the other judges of

the domestic relations and juvenile divisions.

(L) (1) In Cuyahoga county, the judges of the court of
common pleas whose terms begin on January 8, 1961, January 9,
1961, January 18, 1975, January 19, 1975, and January 13, 1987,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation
as other judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga county
and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall have

all the powers relating to all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
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legal separation, and annulment cases, except in cases that are
assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas for

some special reason.

(2) The administrative judge is administrator of the
domestic relations division and its subdivisions and departments

and has the following powers concerning division personnel:

(a) Full charge of the employment, assignment, and

supervision;

(b) Sole determination of compensation, duties, expenses,

allowances, hours, leaves, and vacations.

(3) "Division personnel" include persons employed or
referees engaged in hearing, servicing, investigating,
counseling, or conciliating divorce, dissolution of marriage,

legal separation and annulment matters.
(M) In Lake county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 2, 1961, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Lake county and shall be elected and
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all the divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
coming before the court, except in cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common
pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment and
division of the work of the division and with the employment and
supervision of all other personnel of the domestic relations

division.
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The judge also shall designate the title, compensation,
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of
the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties,
shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases and providing any counseling and conciliation
services that the division makes available to persons, whether
or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the

division, who request the services.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 4, 1979, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Lake county, shall be elected and designated as
judge of the court of common pleas, Jjuvenile division, and shall
be the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of
the Revised Code, with the powers and jurisdictions conferred by
those chapters. The judge of the court of common pleas, Jjuvenile
division, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division
and its subdivisions and departments. The judge shall have
charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the
personnel of the juvenile division who are engaged in handling,
servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including any
referees whom the judge considers necessary for the discharge of

the judge's various duties.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation,
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of
the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties,

include the handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile
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cases and providing any counseling and conciliation services
that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the
persons are parties to an action pending in the division, who

request the services.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations or Jjuvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's judicial duties or the volume of
cases pending in the judge's division necessitates it, the
duties of that judge shall be performed by the other judges of

the domestic relations and juvenile divisions.
(N) In Erie county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 2, 1971, and the successors to that judge
whose terms begin before January 2, 2007, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judge of the court of
common pleas of Erie county and shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations. The judge shall have all the powers relating to
juvenile courts, and shall be assigned all cases under Chapters
2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, parentage proceedings over
which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
except cases that for some special reason are assigned to some

other judge.

On or after January 2, 2007, the judge of the court of
common pleas who is elected in 2006 shall be the successor to
the judge of the domestic relations division whose term expires
on January 1, 2007, shall be designated as Jjudge of the court of

common pleas, juvenile division, and shall be the Jjuvenile judge
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as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code with

the powers and jurisdictions conferred by those chapters.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas, general
division, whose term begins on January 1, 2005, and successors,
the judge of the court of common pleas, general division whose
term begins on January 2, 2005, and successors, and the judge of
the court of common pleas, general division, whose term begins
February 9, 2009, and successors, shall have assigned to them,
in addition to all matters that are within the jurisdiction of
the general division of the court of common pleas, all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
coming before the court, and all matters that are within the
jurisdiction of the probate court under Chapter 2101., and other

provisions, of the Revised Code.
(O) In Greene county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 1961, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Greene county and shall be elected and
designated as the judge of the court of common pleas, division
of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, annulment, uniform
reciprocal support enforcement, and domestic violence cases and
all other cases related to domestic relations, except cases that
for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the

court of common pleas.

The judge shall be charged with the assignment and
division of the work of the division and with the employment and

supervision of all other personnel of the division. The judge

Page 28

802
803

804
805
806
807
808
809
810
811
812
813
814
815

816

817
818
819
820
821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828

829
830
831



S. B. No. 207
As Introduced

also shall designate the title, compensation, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacations of the personnel of the division and
shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel of the
division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
and the provision of counseling and conciliation services that
the division considers necessary and makes available to persons
who request the services, whether or not the persons are parties
in an action pending in the division. The compensation for the
personnel shall be paid from the overall court budget and shall
be included in the appropriations for the existing judges of the

general division of the court of common pleas.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 1995, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Greene county, shall be elected and
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile
division, and, on or after January 1, 1995, shall be the
juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the
Revised Code with the powers and jurisdiction conferred by those
chapters. The judge of the court of common pleas, Jjuvenile
division, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division
and its subdivisions and departments. The judge shall have
charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the
personnel of the juvenile division who are engaged in handling,
servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including any
referees whom the judge considers necessary for the discharge of

the judge's various duties.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation,
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expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of
the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties,
include the handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile
cases and providing any counseling and conciliation services
that the court makes available to persons, whether or not the
persons are parties to an action pending in the court, who

request the services.

(3) If one of the judges of the court of common pleas,
general division, 1is sick, absent, or unable to perform that
judge's judicial duties or the volume of cases pending in the
general division necessitates it, the duties of that judge of
the general division shall be performed by the judge of the
division of domestic relations and the judge of the juvenile

division.

(P) In Portage county, the judge of the court of common
pleas, whose term begins January 2, 1987, and successors, shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other
judges of the court of common pleas of Portage county and shall
be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases coming before the court, except in cases that
for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the
court of common pleas. The judge shall be charged with the
assignment and division of the work of the division and with the
employment and supervision of all other personnel of the

domestic relations division.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation,
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expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of
the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties,
shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases and providing any counseling and conciliation
services that the division makes available to persons, whether
or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the

division, who request the services.

(Q) In Clermont county, the judge of the court of common
pleas, whose term begins January 2, 1987, and successors, shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other
judges of the court of common pleas of Clermont county and shall
be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases coming before the court, except in cases that
for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the
court of common pleas. The judge shall be charged with the
assignment and division of the work of the division and with the
employment and supervision of all other personnel of the

domestic relations division.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation,
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of
the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties,
shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases and providing any counseling and conciliation

services that the division makes available to persons, whether
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or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the 924
division, who request the services. 925

(R) In Warren county, the judge of the court of common 926
pleas, whose term begins January 1, 1987, and successors, shall 927
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and 928
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other 929
judges of the court of common pleas of Warren county and shall 930
be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, 931
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all 932
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and 933
annulment cases coming before the court, except in cases that 934
for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the 935
court of common pleas. The judge shall be charged with the 936
assignment and division of the work of the division and with the 937
employment and supervision of all other personnel of the 938
domestic relations division. 939

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, 940
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of 941
the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The 942
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties, 943
shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of 944
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and 945
annulment cases and providing any counseling and conciliation 946
services that the division makes available to persons, whether 947
or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the 948
division, who request the services. 949

(S) In Licking county, the judges of the court of common 950
pleas, whose terms begin on January 1, 1991, and January 1, 951
2005, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, 952

exercise the same powers and Jjurisdiction, and receive the same 953
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compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of
Licking county and shall be elected and designated as judges of
the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations. The
judges shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases, all cases arising under
Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings involving
child support, the allocation of parental rights and
responsibilities for the care of children and the designation
for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian,
parenting time, and visitation, and all post-decree proceedings
and matters arising from those cases and proceedings, except in
cases that for some special reason are assigned to another judge
of the court of common pleas. The administrative judge of the
division of domestic relations shall be charged with the
assignment and division of the work of the division and with the

employment and supervision of the personnel of the division.

The administrative judge of the division of domestic
relations shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel of the
division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the
designation for the children of a place of residence and legal
custodian, parenting time, and visitation and providing any
counseling and conciliation services that the division makes

available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to
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an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(T) In Allen county, the judge of the court of common
pleas, whose term begins January 1, 1993, and successors, shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other
judges of the court of common pleas of Allen county and shall be
elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the
Revised Code, all proceedings involving child support, the
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care
of children and the designation for the children of a place of
residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,
and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those
cases and proceedings, except in cases that for some special
reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common
pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment and
division of the work of the division and with the employment and

supervision of the personnel of the division.

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel of the
division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the

designation for the children of a place of residence and legal
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custodian, parenting time, and visitation, and providing any
counseling and conciliation services that the division makes
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to

an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(U) In Medina county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins January 1, 1995, and successors, shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Medina county and shall be
elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the
Revised Code, all proceedings involving child support, the
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care
of children and the designation for the children of a place of
residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,
and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those
cases and proceedings, except in cases that for some special
reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common
pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment and
division of the work of the division and with the employment and

supervision of the personnel of the division.

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, cases arising

under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and proceedings
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involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and
responsibilities for the care of children and the designation
for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian,
parenting time, and visitation, and providing counseling and
conciliation services that the division makes available to
persons, whether or not the persons are parties to an action

pending in the division, who request the services.

(V) In Fairfield county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins January 2, 1995, and successors, shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other
judges of the court of common pleas of Fairfield county and
shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common
pleas, division of domestic relations. The judge shall be
assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation,
and annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of
the Revised Code, all proceedings involving child support, the
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care
of children and the designation for the children of a place of
residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,
and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those
cases and proceedings, except in cases that for some special
reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common
pleas. The judge also has concurrent jurisdiction with the
probate-juvenile division of the court of common pleas of
Fairfield county with respect to and may hear cases to determine
the custody of a child, as defined in section 2151.011 of the
Revised Code, who is not the ward of another court of this
state, cases that are commenced by a parent, guardian, or
custodian of a child, as defined in section 2151.011 of the

Revised Code, to obtain an order requiring a parent of the child
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to pay child support for that child when the request for that
order is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of
marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil
action involving an allegation of domestic violence, an action
for support under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, or an
action that is within the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
probate-juvenile division of the court of common pleas of
Fairfield county and that involves an allegation that the child
is an abused, neglected, or dependent child, and post-decree

proceedings and matters arising from those types of cases.

The judge of the domestic relations division shall be
charged with the assignment and division of the work of the
division and with the employment and supervision of the

personnel of the division.

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel of the
division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the
designation for the children of a place of residence and legal
custodian, parenting time, and visitation, and providing any
counseling and conciliation services that the division makes
available to persons, regardless of whether the persons are
parties to an action pending in the division, who request the
services. When the judge hears a case to determine the custody

of a child, as defined in section 2151.011 of the Revised Code,
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who is not the ward of another court of this state or a case
that is commenced by a parent, guardian, or custodian of a
child, as defined in section 2151.011 of the Revised Code, to
obtain an order requiring a parent of the child to pay child
support for that child when the request for that order is not
ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage,
annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil action
involving an allegation of domestic violence, an action for
support under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, or an action
that is within the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
probate-juvenile division of the court of common pleas of
Fairfield county and that involves an allegation that the child
is an abused, neglected, or dependent child, the duties of the
personnel of the domestic relations division also include the

handling, servicing, and investigation of those types of cases.

(W) (1) In Clark county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins on January 2, 1995, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Clark county and shall be
elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas,
domestic relations division. The judge shall have all the powers
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151.
and 2152. of the Revised Code and all parentage proceedings
under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code over which the juvenile
court has jurisdiction shall be assigned to the judge of the
division of domestic relations. All divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, annulment, uniform reciprocal
support enforcement, and other cases related to domestic
relations shall be assigned to the domestic relations division,

and the presiding judge of the court of common pleas shall
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assign the cases to the judge of the domestic relations division 1140
and the judges of the general division. 1141

(2) In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge 1142
of the division of domestic relations shall serve on the 1143
children services board and the county advisory board. 1144

(3) If the judge of the court of common pleas of Clark 1145
county, division of domestic relations, is sick, absent, or 1146
unable to perform that judge's judicial duties or if the 1147
presiding judge of the court of common pleas of Clark county 1148
determines that the volume of cases pending in the division of 1149
domestic relations necessitates it, the duties of the judge of 1150
the division of domestic relations shall be performed by the 1151
judges of the general division or probate division of the court 1152
of common pleas of Clark county, as assigned for that purpose by 1153
the presiding judge of that court, and the judges so assigned 1154
shall act in conjunction with the judge of the division of 1155
domestic relations of that court. 1156

(X) In Scioto county, the judge of the court of common 1157
pleas whose term begins January 2, 1995, and successors, shall 1158
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and 1159
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges 1160
of the court of common pleas of Scioto county and shall be 1161
elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, 1162
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all 1163
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and 1164
annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the 1165
Revised Code, all proceedings involving child support, the 1166
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care 1167
of children and the designation for the children of a place of 1168

residence and legal custodian, parenting time, visitation, and 1169
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all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases
and proceedings, except in cases that for some special reason
are assigned to another judge of the court of common pleas. The
judge shall be charged with the assignment and division of the
work of the division and with the employment and supervision of

the personnel of the division.

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, cases arising
under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and proceedings
involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and
responsibilities for the care of children and the designation
for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian,
parenting time, and visitation, and providing counseling and
conciliation services that the division makes available to
persons, whether or not the persons are parties to an action

pending in the division, who request the services.

(Y) In Auglaize county, the judge of the probate and
juvenile divisions of the Auglaize county court of common pleas
also shall be the administrative judge of the domestic relations
division of the court and shall be assigned all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
coming before the court. The judge shall have all powers as
administrator of the domestic relations division and shall have
charge of the personnel engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal

separation, and annulment cases, including any referees
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considered necessary for the discharge of the judge's wvarious

duties.

(Z) (1) In Marion county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins on February 9, 1999, and the successors
to that judge, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation
as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Marion
county and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court
of common pleas, domestic relations-juvenile-probate division.
Except as otherwise specified in this division, that judge, and
the successors to that judge, shall have all the powers relating
to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152.
of the Revised Code, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of
the Revised Code, all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases, all proceedings involving child
support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities
for the care of children and the designation for the children of
a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and
visitation, and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising
from those cases and proceedings shall be assigned to that judge
and the successors to that judge. Except as provided in division
(Z) (2) of this section and notwithstanding any other provision
of any section of the Revised Code, on and after February 9,
2003, the judge of the court of common pleas of Marion county
whose term begins on February 9, 1999, and the successors to
that judge, shall have all the powers relating to the probate
division of the court of common pleas of Marion county in
addition to the powers previously specified in this division,
and shall exercise concurrent jurisdiction with the judge of the
probate division of that court over all matters that are within

the jurisdiction of the probate division of that court under
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Chapter 2101., and other provisions, of the Revised Code in
addition to the jurisdiction of the domestic relations-juvenile-
probate division of that court otherwise specified in division

(z) (1) of this section.

(2) The judge of the domestic relations-juvenile-probate
division of the court of common pleas of Marion county or the
judge of the probate division of the court of common pleas of
Marion county, whichever of those judges is senior in total
length of service on the court of common pleas of Marion county,
regardless of the division or divisions of service, shall serve
as the clerk of the probate division of the court of common

pleas of Marion county.

(3) On and after February 9, 2003, all references in law
to "the probate court," "the probate judge," "the juvenile
court," or "the judge of the juvenile court" shall be construed,
with respect to Marion county, as being references to both "the
probate division" and "the domestic relations-juvenile-probate
division" and as being references to both "the judge of the
probate division" and "the judge of the domestic relations-
juvenile-probate division." On and after February 9, 2003, all
references in law to "the clerk of the probate court" shall be
construed, with respect to Marion county, as being references to
the judge who is serving pursuant to division (Z) (2) of this
section as the clerk of the probate division of the court of

common pleas of Marion county.

(AA) In Muskingum county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins on January 2, 2003, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other

judges of the court of common pleas of Muskingum county and
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shall be elected and designated as the judge of the court of 1262
common pleas, division of domestic relations. The judge shall be 1263
assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, 1264
and annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of 1265
the Revised Code, all proceedings involving child support, the 1266
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care 1267
of children and the designation for the children of a place of 1268
residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation, 1269
and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those 1270
cases and proceedings, except in cases that for some special 1271
reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common 1272
pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment and 1273
division of the work of the division and with the employment and 1274
supervision of the personnel of the division. 1275

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense 1276
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the 1277
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the 1278
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel of the 1279
division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include 1280
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce, 1281
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, 1282
cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and 1283
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental 1284
rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the 1285
designation for the children of a place of residence and legal 1286
custodian, parenting time, and visitation and providing any 1287
counseling and conciliation services that the division makes 1288
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to 1289
an action pending in the division, who request the services. 1290

(BB) In Henry county, the judge of the court of common 1291

pleas whose term begins on January 1, 2005, and successors, 1292
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shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other
judge of the court of common pleas of Henry county and shall be
elected and designated as the judge of the court of common
pleas, division of domestic relations. The judge shall have all
of the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under
Chapter 2151. or 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage
proceedings arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code over
which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
all proceedings involving child support, the allocation of
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children
and the designation for the children of a place of residence and
legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation, and all post-
decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and
proceedings shall be assigned to that Jjudge, except in cases
that for some special reason are assigned to the other judge of

the court of common pleas.

(CC) (1) In Logan county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins January 2, 2005, and the successors to
that judge, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation
as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Logan county
and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of
common pleas, family court division. Except as otherwise
specified in this division, that judge, and the successors to
that judge, shall have all the powers relating to juvenile
courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the
Revised Code, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the
Revised Code, all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal

separation, and annulment cases, all proceedings involving child
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support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities
for the care of children and designation for the children of a
place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and
visitation, and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising
from those cases and proceedings shall be assigned to that judge
and the successors to that judge. Notwithstanding any other
provision of any section of the Revised Code, on and after
January 2, 2005, the judge of the court of common pleas of Logan
county whose term begins on January 2, 2005, and the successors
to that judge, shall have all the powers relating to the probate
division of the court of common pleas of Logan county in
addition to the powers previously specified in this division and
shall exercise concurrent jurisdiction with the judge of the
probate division of that court over all matters that are within
the jurisdiction of the probate division of that court under
Chapter 2101., and other provisions, of the Revised Code in
addition to the jurisdiction of the family court division of
that court otherwise specified in division (CC) (1) of this

section.

(2) The judge of the family court division of the court of
common pleas of Logan county or the probate judge of the court
of common pleas of Logan county who is elected as the
administrative judge of the family court division of the court
of common pleas of Logan county pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules
of Superintendence shall be the clerk of the family court

division of the court of common pleas of Logan county.

(3) On and after April 5, 2019, all references in law to

Al

"the probate court," "the probate judge," "the juvenile court,"
or "the judge of the juvenile court" shall be construed, with
respect to Logan county, as being references to both "the

probate division" and the "family court division" and as being
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references to both "the judge of the probate division" and the
"judge of the family court division." On and after April 5,
2019, all references in law to "the clerk of the probate court"
shall be construed, with respect to Logan county, as being
references to the judge who is serving pursuant to division (CC)
(2) of this section as the clerk of the family court division of

the court of common pleas of Logan county.

(DD) (1) In Champaign county, the judge of the court of
common pleas whose term begins February 9, 2003, and the judge
of the court of common pleas whose term begins February 10,
2009, and the successors to those judges, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Champaign county and shall be elected and
designated as judges of the court of common pleas, domestic
relations-juvenile-probate division. Except as otherwise
specified in this division, those judges, and the successors to
those judges, shall have all the powers relating to juvenile
courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the
Revised Code, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the
Revised Code, all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases, all proceedings involving child
support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities
for the care of children and the designation for the children of
a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and
visitation, and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising
from those cases and proceedings shall be assigned to those
judges and the successors to those judges. Notwithstanding any
other provision of any section of the Revised Code, on and after
February 9, 2009, the judges designated by this division as

judges of the court of common pleas of Champaign county,
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domestic relations—-juvenile-probate division, and the successors
to those judges, shall have all the powers relating to probate
courts in addition to the powers previously specified in this
division and shall exercise jurisdiction over all matters that
are within the jurisdiction of probate courts under Chapter
2101., and other provisions, of the Revised Code in addition to
the jurisdiction of the domestic relations-juvenile-probate
division otherwise specified in division (DD) (1) of this

section.

(2) On and after February 9, 2009, all references in law
to "the probate court," "the probate judge," "the juvenile
court," or "the judge of the juvenile court" shall be construed
with respect to Champaign county as being references to the
"domestic relations-juvenile-probate division" and as being
references to the "judge of the domestic relations-juvenile-
probate division." On and after February 9, 2009, all references
in law to "the clerk of the probate court" shall be construed
with respect to Champaign county as being references to the
judge who 1is serving pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules of
Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio as the administrative
judge of the court of common pleas, domestic relations-juvenile-

probate division.

(EE) In Delaware county, the judge of the court of common
pleas whose term begins on January 1, 2017, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other
judges of the court of common pleas of Delaware county and shall
be elected and designated as the judge of the court of common
pleas, division of domestic relations. Divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, including any

post-decree proceedings, and cases involving questions of
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paternity, custody, visitation, child support, and the
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care
of children, regardless of whether those matters arise in post-
decree proceedings or involve children born between unmarried
persons, shall be assigned to that judge, except cases that for
some special reason are assigned to another judge of the court

of common pleas.
(FF) In Hardin county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 2023, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judge of the court of
common pleas of Hardin county and shall be elected and
designated as the judge of the court of common pleas, division
of domestic relations. The judge shall have all of the powers
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapter 2151.
or 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings arising
under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code over which the juvenile
court has jurisdiction, all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases, civil protection orders
issued under sections 2903.214 and 3113.31 of the Revised Code,
all proceedings involving child support, the allocation of
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children
and the designation for the children of a place of residence and
legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation, and all post-
decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and
proceedings shall be assigned to that Jjudge, except in cases
that for some special reason are assigned to the other judge of

the court of common pleas.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas, general
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division, whose term begins on February 9, 2027, and successors,
shall have assigned to the judge, in addition to all matters
that are within the jurisdiction of the general division of the
court of common pleas, all matters that are within the
jurisdiction of the probate court under Chapter 2101., and other

provisions, of the Revised Code.

(GG) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations, or juvenile judge, of any of the counties
mentioned in this section is sick, absent, or unable to perform
that judge's judicial duties or the volume of cases pending in
the judge's division necessitates it, the duties of that judge
shall be performed by another judge of the court of common pleas
of that county, assigned for that purpose by the presiding judge
of the court of common pleas of that county to act in place of

or in conjunction with that judge, as the case may require.

Section 2. That existing sections 1901.041 and 2301.03 of

the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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