As Introduced

134th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 277

2021-2022
Senator Huffman, S.

Cosponsors: Senators Romanchuk, O'Brien, Blessing, Reineke, Johnson, Rulli,
Lang, Peterson, Roegner, Cirino, Schaffer, Manning, Antani, Gavarone, Brenner

A BILL

To amend sections 4503.10 and 5735.05 of the
Revised Code to temporarily reduce motor fuel
excise tax rates and suspend collection of the
additional motor vehicle registration taxes on
electric and hybrid vehicles, both for five
years, and to amend the version of section
4503.10 of the Revised Code that is scheduled to
take effect on October 1, 2022, to continue the

changes to that section on and after that date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4503.10 and 5735.05 of the

Revised Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4503.10. (A) The owner of every snowmobile, off-
highway motorcycle, and all-purpose vehicle required to be
registered under section 4519.02 of the Revised Code shall file
an application for registration under section 4519.03 of the
Revised Code. The owner of a motor vehicle, other than a
snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle, that

is not designed and constructed by the manufacturer for

s w D

o o0 3 o O

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18



S. B. No. 277
As Introduced

operation on a street or highway may not register it under this
chapter except upon certification of inspection pursuant to
section 4513.02 of the Revised Code by the sheriff, or the chief
of police of the municipal corporation or township, with
jurisdiction over the political subdivision in which the owner
of the motor vehicle resides. Except as provided in section
4503.103 of the Revised Code, every owner of every other motor
vehicle not previously described in this section and every
person mentioned as owner in the last certificate of title of a
motor vehicle that is operated or driven upon the public roads
or highways shall cause to be filed each year, by mail or
otherwise, in the office of the registrar of motor vehicles or a
deputy registrar, a written or electronic application or a
preprinted registration renewal notice issued under section
4503.102 of the Revised Code, the form of which shall be
prescribed by the registrar, for registration for the following
registration year, which shall begin on the first day of January
of every calendar year and end on the thirty-first day of
December in the same year. Applications for registration and
registration renewal notices shall be filed at the times
established by the registrar pursuant to section 4503.101 of the
Revised Code. A motor vehicle owner also may elect to apply for
or renew a motor vehicle registration by electronic means using
electronic signature in accordance with rules adopted by the
registrar. Except as provided in division (J) of this section,
applications for registration shall be made on blanks furnished
by the registrar for that purpose, containing the following

information:

(1) A brief description of the motor vehicle to be
registered, including the year, make, model, and vehicle

identification number, and, in the case of commercial cars, the
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gross weight of the vehicle fully equipped computed in the

manner prescribed in section 4503.08 of the Revised Code;

(2) The name and residence address of the owner, and the

township and municipal corporation in which the owner resides;

(3) The district of registration, which shall be

determined as follows:

(a) In case the motor vehicle to be registered is used for
hire or principally in connection with any established business
or branch business, conducted at a particular place, the
district of registration is the municipal corporation in which
that place is located or, if not located in any municipal
corporation, the county and township in which that place is

located.

(b) In case the vehicle is not so used, the district of
registration is the municipal corporation or county in which the

owner resides at the time of making the application.

(4) Whether the motor vehicle i1s a new or used motor

vehicle;
(5) The date of purchase of the motor vehicle;

(6) Whether the fees required to be paid for the
registration or transfer of the motor vehicle, during the
preceding registration year and during the preceding period of
the current registration year, have been paid. Each application
for registration shall be signed by the owner, either manually
or by electronic signature, or pursuant to obtaining a limited
power of attorney authorized by the registrar for registration,
or other document authorizing such signature. If the owner
elects to apply for or renew the motor vehicle registration with

the registrar by electronic means, the owner's manual signature
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is not required.

(7) The owner's social security number, driver's license
number, or state identification number, or, where a motor
vehicle to be registered is used for hire or principally in
connection with any established business, the owner's federal
taxpayer identification number. The bureau of motor vehicles
shall retain in its records all social security numbers provided
under this section, but the bureau shall not place social

security numbers on motor vehicle certificates of registration.

(B) (1) When an applicant first registers a motor vehicle
in the applicant's name, the applicant shall provide proof of
ownership of that motor vehicle. Proof of ownership may include

any of the following:

(a) The applicant may present for inspection a physical
certificate of title or memorandum certificate showing title to

the motor vehicle to be registered in the name of the applicant.

(b) The applicant may present for inspection an electronic
certificate of title for the applicant's motor vehicle in a

manner prescribed by rules adopted by the registrar.

(c) The registrar or deputy registrar may electronically

confirm the applicant's ownership of the motor vehicle.

An applicant is not required to present a certificate of
title to an electronic motor vehicle dealer acting as a limited
authority deputy registrar in accordance with rules adopted by

the registrar.

(2) When a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance
program is in effect under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code
and rules adopted under it, each application for registration

for a vehicle required to be inspected under that section and
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those rules shall be accompanied by an inspection certificate

for the motor vehicle issued in accordance with that section.

(3) An application for registration shall be refused if

any of the following applies:
(a) The application is not in proper form.

(b) The application is prohibited from being accepted by
division (D) of section 2935.27, division (A) of section
2937.221, division (A) of section 4503.13, division (B) of
section 4510.22, or division (B) (1) of section 4521.10 of the

Revised Code.

(c) Proof of ownership is required but is not presented or

confirmed in accordance with division (B) (1) of this section.

(d) All registration and transfer fees for the motor
vehicle, for the preceding year or the preceding period of the

current registration year, have not been paid.

(e) The owner or lessee does not have an inspection
certificate for the motor vehicle as provided in section 3704.14
of the Revised Code, and rules adopted under it, if that section

is applicable.

(4) This section does not require the payment of license
or registration taxes on a motor vehicle for any preceding year,
or for any preceding period of a year, if the motor vehicle was
not taxable for that preceding year or period under sections
4503.02, 4503.04, 4503.11, 4503.12, and 4503.16 or Chapter 4504.

of the Revised Code.

(5) When a certificate of registration is issued upon the
first registration of a motor vehicle by or on behalf of the

owner, the official issuing the certificate shall indicate the
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issuance with a stamp on the certificate of title or memorandum
certificate or, in the case of an electronic certificate of
title or electronic verification of ownership, an electronic
stamp or other notation as specified in rules adopted by the
registrar, and with a stamp on the inspection certificate for

the motor vehicle, if any.

(6) The official also shall indicate, by a stamp or by
other means the registrar prescribes, on the registration
certificate issued upon the first registration of a motor
vehicle by or on behalf of the owner the odometer reading of the
motor vehicle as shown in the odometer statement included in or
attached to the certificate of title. Upon each subsequent
registration of the motor vehicle by or on behalf of the same
owner, the official also shall so indicate the odometer reading
of the motor vehicle as shown on the immediately preceding

certificate of registration.

(7) The registrar shall include in the permanent
registration record of any vehicle required to be inspected
under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code the inspection
certificate number from the inspection certificate that is
presented at the time of registration of the vehicle as required

under this division.

(C) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) (1) of
this section, the registrar and each deputy registrar shall
collect an additional fee of eleven dollars for each application
for registration and registration renewal received. For vehicles
specified in divisions (A) (1) to (21) of section 4503.042 of the
Revised Code, the registrar and deputy registrar shall collect
an additional fee of thirty dollars for each application for

registration and registration renewal received. No additional
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fee shall be charged for vehicles registered under section
4503.65 of the Revised Code. The additional fee is for the
purpose of defraying the department of public safety's costs
associated with the administration and enforcement of the motor
vehicle and traffic laws of Ohio. Each deputy registrar shall
transmit the fees collected under divisions (C) (1), (3), and (4)
of this section in the time and manner provided in this section.
The registrar shall deposit all moneys received under division
(C) (1) of this section into the public safety - highway purposes

fund established in section 4501.06 of the Revised Code.

(2) In addition, a charge of twenty-five cents shall be
made for each reflectorized safety license plate issued, and a
single charge of twenty-five cents shall be made for each county
identification sticker or each set of county identification
stickers issued, as the case may be, to cover the cost of
producing the license plates and stickers, including material,
manufacturing, and administrative costs. Those fees shall be in
addition to the license tax. If the total cost of producing the
plates is less than twenty-five cents per plate, or if the total
cost of producing the stickers is less than twenty-five cents
per sticker or per set issued, any excess moneys accruing from
the fees shall be distributed in the same manner as provided by
section 4501.04 of the Revised Code for the distribution of
license tax moneys. If the total cost of producing the plates
exceeds twenty-five cents per plate, or if the total cost of
producing the stickers exceeds twenty-five cents per sticker or
per set issued, the difference shall be paid from the license
tax moneys collected pursuant to section 4503.02 of the Revised

Code.

(3) The registrar and each deputy registrar shall collect

an additional fee of two hundred dollars for each application
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for registration or registration renewal received for any plug-
in hybrid electric motor vehicle or battery electric motor
vehicle. The fee shall be prorated based on the number of months
for which the plug-in hybrid electric motor vehicle or battery
electric motor vehicle is registered. The registrar shall
transmit all money arising from the fee imposed by division (C)
(3) of this section to the treasurer of state for distribution
in accordance with division (E) of section 5735.051 of the
Revised Code, subject to division (D) of section 5735.05 of the

Revised Code.

(4) The registrar and each deputy registrar shall collect
an additional fee of one hundred dollars for each application
for registration or registration renewal received for any hybrid
motor vehicle. The fee shall be prorated based on the number of
months for which the hybrid motor vehicle is registered. The
registrar shall transmit all money arising from the fee imposed
by division (C) (4) of this section to the treasurer of state for
distribution in accordance with division (E) of section 5735.051
of the Revised Code, subject to division (D) of section 5735.05

of the Revised Code.

(5) The fees established under divisions (C) (3) and (4) of

this section shall not be collected beginning January 1, 2023,

through December 31, 2027.

(D) Each deputy registrar shall be allowed a fee equal to
the amount established under section 4503.038 of the Revised
Code for each application for registration and registration
renewal notice the deputy registrar receives, which shall be for
the purpose of compensating the deputy registrar for the deputy
registrar's services, and such office and rental expenses, as

may be necessary for the proper discharge of the deputy
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registrar's duties in the receiving of applications and renewal

notices and the issuing of registrations.

(E) Upon the certification of the registrar, the county
sheriff or local police officials shall recover license plates

erroneously or fraudulently issued.

(F) Each deputy registrar, upon receipt of any application
for registration or registration renewal notice, together with
the license fee and any local motor vehicle license tax levied
pursuant to Chapter 4504. of the Revised Code, shall transmit
that fee and tax, if any, in the manner provided in this
section, together with the original and duplicate copy of the
application, to the registrar. The registrar, subject to the
approval of the director of public safety, may deposit the funds
collected by those deputies in a local bank or depository to the
credit of the "state of Ohio, bureau of motor vehicles." Where a
local bank or depository has been designated by the registrar,
each deputy registrar shall deposit all moneys collected by the
deputy registrar into that bank or depository not more than one
business day after their collection and shall make reports to
the registrar of the amounts so deposited, together with any
other information, some of which may be prescribed by the
treasurer of state, as the registrar may require and as
prescribed by the registrar by rule. The registrar, within three
days after receipt of notification of the deposit of funds by a
deputy registrar in a local bank or depository, shall draw on
that account in favor of the treasurer of state. The registrar,
subject to the approval of the director and the treasurer of
state, may make reasonable rules necessary for the prompt
transmittal of fees and for safeguarding the interests of the
state and of counties, townships, municipal corporations, and

transportation improvement districts levying local motor vehicle
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license taxes. The registrar may pay service charges usually
collected by banks and depositories for such service. If deputy
registrars are located in communities where banking facilities
are not available, they shall transmit the fees forthwith, by
money order or otherwise, as the registrar, by rule approved by
the director and the treasurer of state, may prescribe. The

registrar may pay the usual and customary fees for such service.

(G) This section does not prevent any person from making
an application for a motor vehicle license directly to the
registrar by mail, by electronic means, or in person at any of
the registrar's offices, upon payment of a service fee equal to
the amount established under section 4503.038 of the Revised

Code for each application.

(H) No person shall make a false statement as to the
district of registration in an application required by division
(A) of this section. Violation of this division is falsification
under section 2921.13 of the Revised Code and punishable as

specified in that section.

(I) (1) Where applicable, the requirements of division (B)
of this section relating to the presentation of an inspection
certificate issued under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code and
rules adopted under it for a motor vehicle, the refusal of a
license for failure to present an inspection certificate, and
the stamping of the inspection certificate by the official
issuing the certificate of registration apply to the
registration of and issuance of license plates for a motor
vehicle under sections 4503.102, 4503.12, 4503.14, 4503.15,
4503.16, 4503.171, 4503.172, 4503.19, 4503.40, 4503.41, 4503.42,
4503.43, 4503.44, 4503.46, 4503.47, and 4503.51 of the Revised
Code.
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(2) (a) The registrar shall adopt rules ensuring that each
owner registering a motor vehicle in a county where a motor
vehicle inspection and maintenance program is in effect under
section 3704.14 of the Revised Code and rules adopted under it
receives information about the requirements established in that
section and those rules and about the need in those counties to
present an inspection certificate with an application for

registration or preregistration.

(b) Upon request, the registrar shall provide the director
of environmental protection, or any person that has been awarded
a contract under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code, an on-line
computer data link to registration information for all passenger
cars, noncommercial motor vehicles, and commercial cars that are
subject to that section. The registrar also shall provide to the
director of environmental protection a magnetic data tape
containing registration information regarding passenger cars,
noncommercial motor vehicles, and commercial cars for which a
multi-year registration is in effect under section 4503.103 of
the Revised Code or rules adopted under it, including, without
limitation, the date of issuance of the multi-year registration,
the registration deadline established under rules adopted under
section 4503.101 of the Revised Code that was applicable in the
year in which the multi-year registration was issued, and the
registration deadline for renewal of the multi-year

registration.

(J) Subject to division (K) of this section, application
for registration under the international registration plan, as
set forth in sections 4503.60 to 4503.66 of the Revised Code,
shall be made to the registrar on forms furnished by the
registrar. In accordance with international registration plan

guidelines and pursuant to rules adopted by the registrar, the
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forms shall include the following:
(1) A uniform mileage schedule;

(2) The gross vehicle weight of the vehicle or combined
gross vehicle weight of the combination vehicle as declared by

the registrant;
(3) Any other information the registrar requires by rule.

(K) The registrar shall determine the feasibility of
implementing an electronic commercial fleet licensing and
management program that will enable the owners of commercial
tractors, commercial trailers, and commercial semitrailers to
conduct electronic transactions by July 1, 2010, or sooner. If
the registrar determines that implementing such a program is
feasible, the registrar shall adopt new rules under this
division or amend existing rules adopted under this division as

necessary in order to respond to advances in technology.

If international registration plan guidelines and
provisions allow member jurisdictions to permit applications for
registrations under the international registration plan to be
made via the internet, the rules the registrar adopts under this

division shall permit such action.

Sec. 5735.05. (A) There is hereby levied a motor fuel
excise tax on each motor fuel dealer, measured by gross gallons,

upon the receipt of motor fuel within this state.

The tax is levied at the rates prescribed by divisions (E)

aaa—F)r—to (G) of this section.

The revenue derived from twenty-eight cents per gallon of
such tax rates shall be distributed under divisions (A), (B),

(C), and (D) of section 5735.051 of the Revised Code to fund the
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following purposes in the following amounts:

(1) Seventeen twenty-eighths of the revenue shall be used
solely to provide revenue for maintaining the state highway
system; to widen existing surfaces on such highways; to
resurface such highways; to pay that portion of the construction
cost of a highway project which a county, township, or municipal
corporation normally would be required to pay, but which the
director of transportation, pursuant to division (B) of section
5531.08 of the Revised Code, determines instead will be paid
from moneys in the highway operating fund; to enable the
counties of the state properly to plan, maintain, and repair
their roads and to pay principal, interest, and charges on bonds
and other obligations issued pursuant to Chapter 133. of the
Revised Code or incurred pursuant to section 5531.09 of the
Revised Code for highway improvements; to enable the municipal
corporations to plan, construct, reconstruct, repave, widen,
maintain, repair, clear, and clean public highways, roads, and
streets, and to pay the principal, interest, and charges on
bonds and other obligations issued pursuant to Chapter 133. of
the Revised Code or incurred pursuant to section 5531.09 of the
Revised Code for highway improvements; to enable the Ohio
turnpike and infrastructure commission to construct,
reconstruct, maintain, and repair turnpike projects; to maintain
and repair bridges and wviaducts; to purchase, erect, and
maintain street and traffic signs and markers; to purchase,
erect, and maintain traffic lights and signals; to pay the costs
apportioned to the public under sections 4907.47 and 4907.471 of
the Revised Code and to supplement revenue already available for
such purposes; to pay the costs incurred by the public utilities
commission in administering sections 4907.47 to 4907.476 of the

Revised Code; to distribute equitably among those persons using
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the privilege of driving motor vehicles upon such highways and
streets the cost of maintaining and repairing them; to pay the
interest, principal, and charges on highway capital improvements
bonds and other obligations issued pursuant to Section 2m of
Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and section 151.06 of the
Revised Code; to pay the interest, principal, and charges on
highway obligations issued pursuant to Section 2i of Article
VIII, Ohio Constitution, and sections 5528.30 and 5528.31 of the
Revised Code; to pay the interest, principal, and charges on
major new state infrastructure bonds and other obligations of
the state issued pursuant to Section 13 of Article VIII, Ohio
Constitution, and section 5531.10 of the Revised Code; to
provide revenue for the purposes of sections 1547.71 to 1547.77
of the Revised Code; and to pay the expenses of the department
of taxation incident to the administration of the motor fuel

laws.

(2) Two twenty-eighths of the revenue shall be used solely
to pay the expenses of administering and enforcing the state law
relating to the registration and operation of motor vehicles; to
supply the state's share of the cost of planning, constructing,
widening, and reconstructing the state highways; to supply the
state's share of the cost of eliminating railway grade crossings
upon such highways; to pay that portion of the construction cost
of a highway project that a county, township, or municipal
corporation normally would be required to pay, but that the
director of transportation, pursuant to division (B) of section
5531.08 of the Revised Code, determines instead will be paid
from moneys in the highway operating fund; to enable counties
and townships to properly plan, construct, widen, reconstruct,
and maintain their public highways, roads, and streets; to

enable counties to pay principal, interest, and charges on bonds
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and other obligations issued pursuant to Chapter 133. of the
Revised Code or incurred pursuant to section 5531.09 of the
Revised Code for highway improvements; to enable municipal
corporations to plan, construct, reconstruct, repave, widen,
maintain, repair, clear, and clean public highways, roads, and
streets; to enable municipal corporations to pay the principal,
interest, and charges on bonds and other obligations issued
pursuant to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code or incurred
pursuant to section 5531.09 of the Revised Code for highway
improvements; to maintain and repair bridges and viaducts; to
purchase, erect, and maintain street and traffic signs and
markers; to purchase, erect, and maintain traffic lights and
signals; to pay the costs apportioned to the public under
section 4907.47 of the Revised Code; to provide revenue for the
purposes of sections 1547.71 to 1547.77 of the Revised Code and
to supplement revenue already available for such purposes; to
pay the expenses of the department of taxation incident to the
administration of the motor fuel laws and to supplement revenue
already available for such purposes; to pay the interest,
principal, and charges on bonds and other obligations issued
pursuant to Section 2g of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and
sections 5528.10 and 5528.11 of the Revised Code; and to pay the
interest, principal, and charges on highway obligations issued
pursuant to Section 2i of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and

sections 5528.30 and 5528.31 of the Revised Code.

(3) Eight twenty-eighths of the revenue shall be used
solely to supply the state's share of the cost of constructing,
widening, maintaining, and reconstructing the state highways; to
maintain and repair bridges and viaducts; to purchase, erect,
and maintain street and traffic signs and markers; to purchase,

erect, and maintain traffic lights and signals; to pay the
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expense of administering and enforcing the state law relative to
the registration and operation of motor vehicles; to make road
improvements associated with retaining or attracting business
for this state; to pay that portion of the construction cost of
a highway project that a county, township, or municipal
corporation normally would be required to pay, but that the
director of transportation, pursuant to division (B) of section
5531.08 of the Revised Code, determines instead will be paid
from moneys in the highway operating fund; to provide revenue
for the purposes of sections 1547.71 to 1547.77 of the Revised
Code and to supplement revenue already available for such
purposes; to pay the expenses of the department of taxation
incident to the administration of the motor fuel laws and to
supplement revenue already available for such purposes; to pay
the interest, principal, and charges on highway obligations
issued pursuant to Section 2i of Article VIII, Ohio
Constitution, and sections 5528.30 and 5528.31 of the Revised
Code; to enable counties and townships to properly plan,
construct, widen, reconstruct, and maintain their public
highways, roads, and streets; to enable counties to pay
principal, interest, and charges on bonds and other obligations
issued pursuant to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code or incurred
pursuant to section 5531.09 of the Revised Code for highway
improvements; to enable municipal corporations to plan,
construct, reconstruct, repave, widen, maintain, repair, clear,
and clean public highways, roads, and streets; to enable
municipal corporations to pay the principal, interest, and
charges on bonds and other obligations issued pursuant to
Chapter 133. of the Revised Code or incurred pursuant to section
5531.09 of the Revised Code for highway improvements; and to pay
the costs apportioned to the public under section 4907.47 of the

Revised Code.
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(4) One twenty-eighth of the revenue shall be used solely
to pay the state's share of the cost of constructing and
reconstructing highways and eliminating railway grade crossings
on the major thoroughfares of the state highway system and urban
extensions thereof; to pay that portion of the construction cost
of a highway project that a county, township, or municipal
corporation normally would be required to pay, but that the
director of transportation, pursuant to division (B) of section
5531.08 of the Revised Code, determines instead will be paid
from moneys in the highway operating fund; to pay the interest,
principal, and charges on bonds and other obligations issued
pursuant to Section 2g of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and
sections 5528.10 and 5528.11 of the Revised Code; to pay the
interest, principal, and charges on highway obligations issued
pursuant to Section 2i of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and
sections 5528.30 and 5528.31 of the Revised Code; to provide
revenues for the purposes of sections 1547.71 to 1547.77 of the
Revised Code; and to pay the expenses of the department of

taxation incident to the administration of the motor fuel laws.

(B) The revenue derived from any portion of the tax rates
that exceeds twenty-eight cents per gallon of motor fuel shall
be distributed under division (E) of section 5735.051 of the
Revised Code to fund the purposes described in divisions (A) and
(D) of this section, as provided in divisions (A) and (B) of

section 5735.27 of the Revised Code.

(C) The tax imposed by this section does not apply to the

following transactions:

(1) The sale of dyed diesel fuel by a licensed motor fuel
dealer from a location other than a retail service station

provided the licensed motor fuel dealer places on the face of
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the delivery document or invoice, or both if both are used, a
conspicuous notice stating that the fuel is dyed and is not for
taxable use, and that taxable use of that fuel is subject to a
penalty. The tax commissioner, by rule, may provide that any
notice conforming to rules or regulations issued by the United
States department of the treasury or the Internal Revenue
Service is sufficient notice for the purposes of division (C) (1)

of this section.

(2) The sale of K-1 kerosene to a retail service station,
except when placed directly in the fuel supply tank of a motor
vehicle. Such sale shall be rebuttably presumed to not be
distributed or sold for use or used to generate power for the
operation of motor vehicles upon the public highways or upon the

waters within the boundaries of this state.

(3) The sale of motor fuel by a licensed motor fuel dealer

to another licensed motor fuel dealer;

(4) The exportation of motor fuel by a licensed motor fuel

dealer from this state to any other state or foreign country;

(5) The sale of motor fuel to the United States government
or any of its agencies, except such tax as is permitted by it,
where such sale is evidenced by an exemption certificate, in a
form approved by the tax commissioner, executed by the United
States government or an agency thereof certifying that the motor
fuel therein identified has been purchased for the exclusive use

of the United States government or its agency;

(6) The sale of motor fuel that is in the process of
transportation in foreign or interstate commerce, except insofar
as it may be taxable under the Constitution and statutes of the

United States, and except as may be agreed upon in writing by
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the dealer and the commissioner;

(7) The sale of motor fuel when sold exclusively for use
in the operation of aircraft, where such sale is evidenced by an
exemption certificate prescribed by the commissioner and
executed by the purchaser certifying that the motor fuel
purchased has been purchased for exclusive use in the operation

of aircraft;

(8) The sale for exportation of motor fuel by a licensed
motor fuel dealer to a licensed exporter described in division

(DD) (1) of section 5735.01 of the Revised Code;

(9) The sale for exportation of motor fuel by a licensed
motor fuel dealer to a licensed exporter described in division
(DD) (2) of section 5735.01 of the Revised Code, provided that
the destination state motor fuel tax has been paid or will be

accrued and paid by the licensed motor fuel dealer.

(10) The sale to a consumer of diesel fuel, by a motor
fuel dealer for delivery from a bulk lot vehicle, for
consumption in operating a vessel when the use of such fuel in a
vessel would otherwise qualify for a refund under section

5735.14 of the Revised Code.

Division (C) (1) of this section does not apply to the sale
or distribution of dyed diesel fuel used to operate a motor
vehicle on the public highways or upon water within the
boundaries of this state by persons permitted under regulations
of the United States department of the treasury or of the

Internal Revenue Service to so use dyed diesel fuel.

(D) The use of any revenue from the tax levied under this
section shall be used for construction, maintenance, and repair

of roads and bridges, the operational costs of applicable state
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agencies, or used to match other revenue for these purposes.

(E) Except as otherwise provided by disistendivisions (F)
and (G) of this section, the rates of tax imposed by this

section on each gallon of motor fuel emr—eand—afterJuiy—3+—26340;

shall be as follows:

(1) Thirty-eight and one-half cents on each gallon of

gasoline;

(2) Forty-seven cents on each gallon of motor fuel other

than gasoline

(F) Except as provided in division (G) of this section,

the rates of tax imposed by this section on each gallon of motor

fuel on and after the later of July 1, 2022, or the first day of

the first month after the effective date of this amendment, and

before the later of either July 1, 2027, or the first day of the

first month beginning five vyears after that effective date shall

be twenty-eight cents.

(G) The tax on each gallon equivalent of compressed

natural gas shall be:

(1) Ten cents on and after July 1, 2019, and before July
1, 2020;

(2) Twenty cents on and after July 1, 2020, and before
July 1, 2021;

(3) Thirty cents on and after July 1, 2021, and before
July 1, 2022;

(4) Forty cents on and after July 1, 2022, and before July
1, 2023;
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(5) Forty-seven cents on and after July 1, 2023.

45— (H) The tax commissioner may adopt rules as necessary

to administer this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 4503.10 and 5735.05 of

the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. That the version of section 4503.10 of the
Revised Code that is scheduled to take effect on October 1,

2022, be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4503.10. (A) The owner of every snowmobile, off-
highway motorcycle, and all-purpose vehicle required to be
registered under section 4519.02 of the Revised Code shall file
an application for registration under section 4519.03 of the
Revised Code. The owner of a motor vehicle, other than a
snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle, that
is not designed and constructed by the manufacturer for
operation on a street or highway may not register it under this
chapter except upon certification of inspection pursuant to
section 4513.02 of the Revised Code by the sheriff, or the chief
of police of the municipal corporation or township, with
jurisdiction over the political subdivision in which the owner
of the motor vehicle resides. Except as provided in section
4503.103 of the Revised Code, every owner of every other motor
vehicle not previously described in this section and every
person mentioned as owner in the last certificate of title of a
motor vehicle that is operated or driven upon the public roads
or highways shall cause to be filed each year, by mail or
otherwise, in the office of the registrar of motor vehicles or a
deputy registrar, a written or electronic application or a
preprinted registration renewal notice issued under section

4503.102 of the Revised Code, the form of which shall be
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prescribed by the registrar, for registration for the following
registration year, which shall begin on the first day of January
of every calendar year and end on the thirty-first day of
December in the same year. Applications for registration and
registration renewal notices shall be filed at the times
established by the registrar pursuant to section 4503.101 of the
Revised Code. A motor vehicle owner also may elect to apply for
or renew a motor vehicle registration by electronic means using
electronic signature in accordance with rules adopted by the
registrar. Except as provided in division (J) of this section,
applications for registration shall be made on blanks furnished
by the registrar for that purpose, containing the following

information:

(1) A brief description of the motor vehicle to be
registered, including the year, make, model, and vehicle
identification number, and, in the case of commercial cars, the
gross weight of the vehicle fully equipped computed in the

manner prescribed in section 4503.08 of the Revised Code;

(2) The name and residence address of the owner, and the

township and municipal corporation in which the owner resides;

(3) The district of registration, which shall be

determined as follows:

(a) In case the motor vehicle to be registered is used for
hire or principally in connection with any established business
or branch business, conducted at a particular place, the
district of registration is the municipal corporation in which
that place is located or, if not located in any municipal
corporation, the county and township in which that place is

located.
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(b) In case the vehicle is not so used, the district of
registration is the municipal corporation or county in which the

owner resides at the time of making the application.

(4) Whether the motor vehicle is a new or used motor

vehicle;
(5) The date of purchase of the motor vehicle;

(6) Whether the fees required to be paid for the
registration or transfer of the motor vehicle, during the
preceding registration year and during the preceding period of
the current registration year, have been paid. Each application
for registration shall be signed by the owner, either manually
or by electronic signature, or pursuant to obtaining a limited
power of attorney authorized by the registrar for registration,
or other document authorizing such signature. If the owner
elects to apply for or renew the motor vehicle registration with
the registrar by electronic means, the owner's manual signature

is not required.

(7) The owner's social security number, driver's license
number, or state identification number, or, where a motor
vehicle to be registered is used for hire or principally in
connection with any established business, the owner's federal
taxpayer identification number. The bureau of motor vehicles
shall retain in its records all social security numbers provided
under this section, but the bureau shall not place social

security numbers on motor vehicle certificates of registration.

(8) Whether the applicant wishes to certify willingness to
make an anatomical gift if an applicant has not so certified
under section 2108.05 of the Revised Code. The applicant's

response shall not be considered in the decision of whether to
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approve the application for registration. 675
(B) (1) When an applicant first registers a motor vehicle 676
in the applicant's name, the applicant shall provide proof of 677
ownership of that motor vehicle. Proof of ownership may include 678
any of the following: 679
(a) The applicant may present for inspection a physical 680
certificate of title or memorandum certificate showing title to 681
the motor vehicle to be registered in the name of the applicant. 682
(b) The applicant may present for inspection an electronic 683
certificate of title for the applicant's motor vehicle in a 684
manner prescribed by rules adopted by the registrar. 685
(c) The registrar or deputy registrar may electronically 686
confirm the applicant's ownership of the motor vehicle. 687
An applicant is not required to present a certificate of 688
title to an electronic motor vehicle dealer acting as a limited 689
authority deputy registrar in accordance with rules adopted by 690
the registrar. 691
(2) When a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance 692
program is in effect under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code 693
and rules adopted under it, each application for registration 694
for a vehicle required to be inspected under that section and 695
those rules shall be accompanied by an inspection certificate 696
for the motor vehicle issued in accordance with that section. 697
(3) An application for registration shall be refused if 698
any of the following applies: 699
(a) The application is not in proper form. 700
(b) The application is prohibited from being accepted by 701

division (D) of section 2935.27, division (A) of section 702
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2937.221, division (A) of section 4503.13, division (B) of 703
section 4510.22, or division (B) (1) of section 4521.10 of the 704
Revised Code. 705

(c) Proof of ownership is required but is not presented or 706
confirmed in accordance with division (B) (1) of this section. 707

(d) All registration and transfer fees for the motor 708
vehicle, for the preceding year or the preceding period of the 709
current registration year, have not been paid. 710

(e) The owner or lessee does not have an inspection 711
certificate for the motor vehicle as provided in section 3704.14 712
of the Revised Code, and rules adopted under it, if that section 713
is applicable. 714

(4) This section does not require the payment of license 715
or registration taxes on a motor vehicle for any preceding year, 716
or for any preceding period of a year, if the motor vehicle was 717
not taxable for that preceding year or period under sections 718
4503.02, 4503.04, 4503.11, 4503.12, and 4503.16 or Chapter 4504. 719
of the Revised Code. 720

(5) When a certificate of registration is issued upon the 721
first registration of a motor vehicle by or on behalf of the 722
owner, the official issuing the certificate shall indicate the 723
issuance with a stamp on the certificate of title or memorandum 724
certificate or, in the case of an electronic certificate of 725
title or electronic verification of ownership, an electronic 726
stamp or other notation as specified in rules adopted by the 727
registrar, and with a stamp on the inspection certificate for 728
the motor vehicle, if any. 729

(6) The official also shall indicate, by a stamp or by 730

other means the registrar prescribes, on the registration 731
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certificate issued upon the first registration of a motor
vehicle by or on behalf of the owner the odometer reading of the
motor vehicle as shown in the odometer statement included in or
attached to the certificate of title. Upon each subsequent
registration of the motor vehicle by or on behalf of the same
owner, the official also shall so indicate the odometer reading
of the motor vehicle as shown on the immediately preceding

certificate of registration.

(7) The registrar shall include in the permanent
registration record of any vehicle required to be inspected
under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code the inspection
certificate number from the inspection certificate that is
presented at the time of registration of the vehicle as required

under this division.

(C) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) (1) of
this section, the registrar and each deputy registrar shall
collect an additional fee of eleven dollars for each application
for registration and registration renewal received. For vehicles
specified in divisions (A) (1) to (21) of section 4503.042 of the
Revised Code, the registrar and deputy registrar shall collect
an additional fee of thirty dollars for each application for
registration and registration renewal received. No additional
fee shall be charged for vehicles registered under section
4503.65 of the Revised Code. The additional fee is for the
purpose of defraying the department of public safety's costs
associated with the administration and enforcement of the motor
vehicle and traffic laws of Ohio. Each deputy registrar shall
transmit the fees collected under divisions (C) (1), (3), and (4)
of this section in the time and manner provided in this section.
The registrar shall deposit all moneys received under division

(C) (1) of this section into the public safety - highway purposes

Page 26

732
733
734
735
736
737
738
739

740
741
742
743
744
745

746
747
748
749
750
751
752
753
754
755
756
757
758
759
760
761
762



S. B. No. 277
As Introduced

fund established in section 4501.06 of the Revised Code.

(2) In addition, a charge of twenty-five cents shall be
made for each reflectorized safety license plate issued, and a
single charge of twenty-five cents shall be made for each county
identification sticker or each set of county identification
stickers issued, as the case may be, to cover the cost of
producing the license plates and stickers, including material,
manufacturing, and administrative costs. Those fees shall be in
addition to the license tax. If the total cost of producing the
plates is less than twenty-five cents per plate, or if the total
cost of producing the stickers is less than twenty-five cents
per sticker or per set issued, any excess moneys accruing from
the fees shall be distributed in the same manner as provided by
section 4501.04 of the Revised Code for the distribution of
license tax moneys. If the total cost of producing the plates
exceeds twenty-five cents per plate, or if the total cost of
producing the stickers exceeds twenty-five cents per sticker or
per set issued, the difference shall be paid from the license
tax moneys collected pursuant to section 4503.02 of the Revised

Code.

(3) The registrar and each deputy registrar shall collect
an additional fee of two hundred dollars for each application
for registration or registration renewal received for any plug-
in hybrid electric motor vehicle or battery electric motor
vehicle. The fee shall be prorated based on the number of months
for which the plug-in hybrid electric motor vehicle or battery
electric motor vehicle is registered. The registrar shall
transmit all money arising from the fee imposed by division (C)
(3) of this section to the treasurer of state for distribution
in accordance with division (E) of section 5735.051 of the

Revised Code, subject to division (D) of section 5735.05 of the
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Revised Code.

(4) The registrar and each deputy registrar shall collect
an additional fee of one hundred dollars for each application
for registration or registration renewal received for any hybrid
motor vehicle. The fee shall be prorated based on the number of
months for which the hybrid motor vehicle is registered. The
registrar shall transmit all money arising from the fee imposed
by division (C) (4) of this section to the treasurer of state for
distribution in accordance with division (E) of section 5735.051
of the Revised Code, subject to division (D) of section 5735.05

of the Revised Code.

(5) The fees established under divisions (C) (3) and (4) of

this section shall not be collected beginning January 1, 2023,

through December 31, 2027.

(D) Each deputy registrar shall be allowed a fee equal to
the amount established under section 4503.038 of the Revised
Code for each application for registration and registration
renewal notice the deputy registrar receives, which shall be for
the purpose of compensating the deputy registrar for the deputy
registrar's services, and such office and rental expenses, as
may be necessary for the proper discharge of the deputy
registrar's duties in the receiving of applications and renewal

notices and the issuing of registrations.

(E) Upon the certification of the registrar, the county
sheriff or local police officials shall recover license plates

erroneously or fraudulently issued.

(F) Each deputy registrar, upon receipt of any application
for registration or registration renewal notice, together with

the license fee and any local motor vehicle license tax levied
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pursuant to Chapter 4504. of the Revised Code, shall transmit
that fee and tax, if any, in the manner provided in this
section, together with the original and duplicate copy of the
application, to the registrar. The registrar, subject to the
approval of the director of public safety, may deposit the funds
collected by those deputies in a local bank or depository to the
credit of the "state of Ohio, bureau of motor vehicles." Where a
local bank or depository has been designated by the registrar,
each deputy registrar shall deposit all moneys collected by the
deputy registrar into that bank or depository not more than one
business day after their collection and shall make reports to
the registrar of the amounts so deposited, together with any
other information, some of which may be prescribed by the
treasurer of state, as the registrar may require and as
prescribed by the registrar by rule. The registrar, within three
days after receipt of notification of the deposit of funds by a
deputy registrar in a local bank or depository, shall draw on
that account in favor of the treasurer of state. The registrar,
subject to the approval of the director and the treasurer of
state, may make reasonable rules necessary for the prompt
transmittal of fees and for safeguarding the interests of the
state and of counties, townships, municipal corporations, and
transportation improvement districts levying local motor vehicle
license taxes. The registrar may pay service charges usually
collected by banks and depositories for such service. If deputy
registrars are located in communities where banking facilities
are not available, they shall transmit the fees forthwith, by
money order or otherwise, as the registrar, by rule approved by
the director and the treasurer of state, may prescribe. The

registrar may pay the usual and customary fees for such service.

(G) This section does not prevent any person from making
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an application for a motor vehicle license directly to the
registrar by mail, by electronic means, or in person at any of
the registrar's offices, upon payment of a service fee equal to
the amount established under section 4503.038 of the Revised

Code for each application.

(H) No person shall make a false statement as to the
district of registration in an application required by division
(A) of this section. Violation of this division is falsification
under section 2921.13 of the Revised Code and punishable as

specified in that section.

(I) (1) Where applicable, the requirements of division (B)
of this section relating to the presentation of an inspection
certificate issued under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code and
rules adopted under it for a motor vehicle, the refusal of a
license for failure to present an inspection certificate, and
the stamping of the inspection certificate by the official
issuing the certificate of registration apply to the
registration of and issuance of license plates for a motor
vehicle under sections 4503.102, 4503.12, 4503.14, 4503.15,
4503.16, 4503.171, 4503.172, 4503.19, 4503.40, 4503.41, 4503.42,
4503.43, 4503.44, 4503.46, 4503.47, and 4503.51 of the Revised
Code.

(2) (a) The registrar shall adopt rules ensuring that each
owner registering a motor vehicle in a county where a motor
vehicle inspection and maintenance program is in effect under
section 3704.14 of the Revised Code and rules adopted under it
receives information about the requirements established in that
section and those rules and about the need in those counties to
present an inspection certificate with an application for

registration or preregistration.
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(b) Upon request, the registrar shall provide the director
of environmental protection, or any person that has been awarded
a contract under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code, an on-line
computer data link to registration information for all passenger
cars, noncommercial motor vehicles, and commercial cars that are
subject to that section. The registrar also shall provide to the
director of environmental protection a magnetic data tape
containing registration information regarding passenger cars,
noncommercial motor vehicles, and commercial cars for which a
multi-year registration is in effect under section 4503.103 of
the Revised Code or rules adopted under it, including, without
limitation, the date of issuance of the multi-year registration,
the registration deadline established under rules adopted under
section 4503.101 of the Revised Code that was applicable in the
year in which the multi-year registration was issued, and the
registration deadline for renewal of the multi-year

registration.

(J) Subject to division (K) of this section, application
for registration under the international registration plan, as
set forth in sections 4503.60 to 4503.66 of the Revised Code,
shall be made to the registrar on forms furnished by the
registrar. In accordance with international registration plan
guidelines and pursuant to rules adopted by the registrar, the

forms shall include the following:
(1) A uniform mileage schedule;

(2) The gross vehicle weight of the vehicle or combined
gross vehicle weight of the combination vehicle as declared by

the registrant;

(3) Any other information the registrar requires by rule.
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(K) The registrar shall determine the feasibility of
implementing an electronic commercial fleet licensing and
management program that will enable the owners of commercial
tractors, commercial trailers, and commercial semitrailers to
conduct electronic transactions by July 1, 2010, or sooner. If
the registrar determines that implementing such a program is
feasible, the registrar shall adopt new rules under this
division or amend existing rules adopted under this division as

necessary in order to respond to advances in technology.

If international registration plan guidelines and
provisions allow member jurisdictions to permit applications for
registrations under the international registration plan to be
made via the internet, the rules the registrar adopts under this

division shall permit such action.

Section 4. That the existing version of section 4503.10 of
the Revised Code that is scheduled to take effect on October 1,

2022, 1s hereby repealed.

Section 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this act take effect

October 1, 2022.
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