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Ohio House Criminal Justice Committee
HB 161
Proponent Testimony

Dear House Criminal Justice Committee,

I am writing to express my strong support for House Bill 161 and to provide my testimony in
favor of its passage. As an advocate for survivors and a victim of domestic and sexual abuse, |
believe that this bill will significantly benefit the residents of Ohio by protecting survivors in our
state, and through this, enhancing the safety of the public.

This law would eliminate the ‘loophole’ that poses special exemptions for sex offenses
committed by a spouse. | am moved by the impact this bill could have on victims of domestic
violence and abuse, who are often not able to seek justice for the sex crimes committed against
them. Sexual violence is no more moral or acceptable when committed against an intimate
partner and this bill would correct the law to reflect this.

| know from my experience working with survivors of both sexual and domestic violence how
often the most vulnerable among us are trapped in their relationships, with no escape. | myself
have been victimized by family violence and know of the horrors that it creates both internally
and externally, to experience such a betrayal. Survivors often have no choice but to accept the
conditions, or else, be out on the street. House Bill 161 represents a significant opportunity for
Ohio to make substantial progress in this area. By supporting this bill, the House Criminal
Justice Committee will demonstrate its commitment to the well-being of Ohioans and its
dedication to protecting survivors.

Thank you for considering my testimony in support of House Bill 161. | urge the members of the
Committee to support this legislation and advance it for the benefit of all Ohioans.

Sincerely,

Erin Fischer
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