Annie Crane, Parent Advocate/Board Member Easterseals Central & Southeastern Ohio
HB 676—Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care

Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Denson and members of the Families &
Aging Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill
676 so we can bring prescribed pediatric extended care centers (PPECs) to Ohio. My name is
Annie Crane and I am here as an parent advocate. Both of my amazing Autistic children,
Matthew (10) & Nora (8) have disabilities with different types and levels of support needed to
succeed in daily life. I am on the Board of Directors for Easterseals Central & Southeastern Ohio
(ESCO). Nora was also in ESCO’ Early Intervention Program in 2019.

Nora has a complex medical history that requires nursing, behavioral, & therapeutic services in
her daily life. In addition to Autism, Nora is missing the central piece of her brain (Corpus
Callosum) that allows the two hemispheres to communicate. Nora has many other diagnosis
including, but not limited to Microcephaly, moderate Intellectual Disability, Cortical Visual
Impairment & Chronic Pediatric Feeding Disorder.

Nora has a gtube where she receives all of her nutrition 4x a day. She is on a strict fluid & GI
medication regiment to manage her constipation. She is learning to use an AAC device to
communicate and began walking independently (with supervision) at age 5. Nora has severe self
injury behaviors which is common for her brain disorder. She bangs her head on any surface with
hard force, bites her arms, pinches, scratches, and throws her entire body backward. All of these
behaviors can and have resulted in bruisings, open wounds, stitches, and concussion monitoring.
Nora requires 1:1 adult support for all daily activities including gtube feedings, diapering,
communication, getting dressed, safety, and more.

Nothing really prepares you for parenthood, but everyone has some type of vision. I started my
motherhood journey thinking I would be a stay at home mom until my kids were in school full
time to curb daycare costs. Then, once the kids both started full day school, I was going to go
back to work. But, life had other plans. Nora needs 1:1 specialized support at all times and
typical childcare centers are not equipped with nursing staff to handle her gtube feedings &
training to handle her severe self injury behavior. Matthew & Nora have so many doctor and
therapy appointments that working full time is not possible. In October, my kids had 11 medical
appointments between the two of them, while my husband & I had 7 school IEP/special
education meetings; with some strep throat/bronchitis floating around the family. Our family is
lucky that we can afford for me to continue to stay home. There are single moms or families that,
financially, need both parents to work, but have a child like Nora, who needs full time, nursing,
therapeutic, and behavior services.

When our family does need childcare, we need someone who is certified in medication
management, gtube feeds and experience in behavior management. We can’t rely on the
neighborhood teenager or a typical afterschool care program to watch Nora because they aren’t
equipped to handle all her needs. Thankfully we have a Medicaid Homecare Waiver to cover



specialized staffing costs for both kids, but we have struggled to find staff certified to handle her
gtube. We currently rely on aging grandparents, but it isn’t sustainable.

Typical childcare/daycare centers & district aftercare programs only service elementary aged
children. When Nora enters her teenage years, she will not be able to stay home alone. She
doesn’t understand to not touch a hot stove or the danger of strangers. She cannot do a gtube feed
herself. I will need to stay home to care for her after school. The PPEC Program would extend
past elementary age and be a place for teenage children with medical needs like Nora.

Nora is the reason I wanted to provide testimony for you today in support of a Prescribed
Pediatric Extended Care (PPEC) Program in Ohio. If the PPEC Program became available in
Ohio, Nora would qualify, which means I could go back to work, even part time. I would feel
comfortable knowing that there are trained/certified medical, mental health, and behavior
professionals on staff. She would be able to attend through high school. There are so many
families with children like Nora, who need nursing services and can’t use the typical types of
childcare facilities.

Please support HB 676 for the PPEC Program for children like Nora. Thank you for your time
and consideration. I will now stand for questions.



