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Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Denson and members of the Families &
Aging Committee, my name is Katrina Proud and I thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony
in support of House Bill 676 to establish the desperately needed prescribed pediatric extended care
centers (PPECs) in Ohio.

I am the Director of Children Services at Easterseals Redwood where I have had the privilege of
working with hundreds of children and their families throughout the last 25 years and I can boldly say
that the addition of the prescribed pediatric extended care program has positively, undoubtedly impacted
not only the children in the PPEC program but the whole family unit.

I come to you today as someone who is in the trenches on a daily basis, working with the children who
have very complex medical needs, working side by side with the families that are hopeless, exhausted
and extremely overwhelmed after many hospital visits, extended hospital stays , therapy visits, while
trying to persevere the challenges of everyday life with a child who is medically fragile.

We all have learned that PPEC centers can offer many things, such as skilled nursing, medication and
treatment management, age-appropriate learning experiences, therapies, continuity of care, but most
importantly it offers HOPE.

Hope to the children to be around other children and adults, learning to communicate and positively
interact with their peers in a safe and supportive environment while developing a sense of belonging.

Hope to the families of the children in the program, they can have peace of mind knowing their child is
receiving the best care possible tailored to their individual needs, while providing much needed respite
for the whole family, allowing the parents to rejoin the workforce or having some sort of a normal life.
One parent said to me recently “I wanted to capture just how crucial Easterseals Redwood has been to
Corbin’s successes, both big and small. It has provided him a safe place to go where he has the
opportunity to grow daily”.

Easterseals Redwood witnesses firsthand what a difference a PPEC program makes on a daily basis with
the children we serve. Because children learn best from other children, PPEC programs provide
countless opportunities for children with extremely rare conditions to participate, and interact with
typically developing peers, make friends and have fun while getting all the medical services they need.

As the holidays are quickly approaching, as parents and families, we tend to take for granted the small
things that we can allow our children to experience, such as trick or treating, visits with Santa Clause,
and feeling part of the community. For many families of children who are medically fragile, these small
things can present many obstacles. Having PPEC centers allows the children to experience the same
opportunities as other children but in a safe environment. Children who are unable to be outside due to
the unpredictability of the weather and other factors can be seen trick or treating with nursing assistance
and qualified staffing throughout the halls of our PPEC center. Children with complex medical issues
are experiencing visits from Santa just like their peers because there are skilled nursing staff standing by
their side.



Families and children come to us desperate, desperate because they are unable to find a place to take
care of their medically fragile child, desperate because they are exhausted from trying to make
arrangements with others to take care of their child so they simply can just go to work, desperate
because they have been told “’no’’ by other centers due to the complexity of their child’s medical needs.

There has been much joy and happiness over the last 25 years working with children that have very rare
diagnosis and syndromes but telling hopeless and desperate families that at this time we are unable to
offer services in Ohio has brought much sadness and grief.

Having PPEC centers in the state of Ohio, allows us to say Yes to these children and Yes to these
families.

Some people see the disabilities in medically fragile children, I ask you to vote yes on House Bill 676
and let’s see the possibilities.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Katrina Proud

Director of Children Services
Easterseals Redwood
KProud@eastersealsredwood.org
859-331-0880




