Proponent Testimony on PPEC - 11/26/24

Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Denson and members of the Families &
Aging Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of House
Bill 676 so we can bring prescribed pediatric extended care centers (PPECs) to Ohio.

My name is Lynne Fogel, | am a parent of a young woman with special healthcare needs. |
facilitate a parent resource group for Central Ohio families living with a diagnosis of
Cerebral Palsy. My own family has been fortunate that our daughter did not experience
medical emergencies or complications, and she was able to access a typical childcare
situation with a few accommodations. However, through CP Parent Columbus | have
known and worked with many families who were not so lucky. | know families in which one
parent had to give up a career to be a full-time caregiver, and single parent families who
had to live on public assistance to ensure their child was cared for.

I was just counseling a family last month — both parents work and need to work to make
ends meet. They have a child with complex medical needs and currently access childcare
at a hospital where one of the parents is employed. If hot for that employment connection,
this would not be an option for them. This childcare center is very expensive and a
financial strain, but they have no other option. They are starting to plan for when their child
turns 3 and will start preschool. Once that happens, they will need part-time childcare for
when the child is not at preschool. There are no part-time options at their current location
and if they stay, they will be paying for expensive full-time childcare while only utilizing it
part-time. Butthere are no other options to be found. This is just one of many families |
have worked with who would truly benefit from a PPEC.

| am excited to know about the Ohio Promise initiative, and the inclusiveness that it is
promoting and will continue to provide in the years to come, making typical childcare
providers across Ohio more inclusive and accommodating for children with extra needs
like my own daughter. But for those families whose children require medical monitoring
and care in a childcare setting for their families to be able to continue working and
participating in life outside of their caregiver role, PPECS really are the missing link in Ohio.

Thank you for listening. I’m happy to take questions.

(Through the Chair to the Representative...)



