
Testimony for House Bill 285

My name is Ron Smith. I am the father of Tristin Kate Smith, who was an Emergency Room
nurse in Dayton, OH. From a young age, Tristin knew she always wanted to take care of people,
and she fulfilled that dream - a dream that ended up taking her life in August of 2023. We are
heartbroken. As we were looking for answers as to why this happened we found this letter left
on her laptop. (see next page)

I support this bill because our nurses are burnt out! This has a definite effect on patient care.
Please ask yourself this question - if you find yourself, or a loved one in the hospital needing
emergency care, would you rather have a nurse who is taking care of 3 patients or one who is
trying to spread their time between 6 patients? Who do you think is going to get better quality
care? If it were you or someone you cared about in the hospital I have to believe you would
want a nurse who is able to give you the attention you or your loved one deserve.

Nurses are leaving the bedside in droves and there is a reason this is happening. My daughter’s
letter gives an accurate, although heartbreaking, description of what nurses are encountering in
the workplace. The culture in hospitals needs to change and it starts with HB 285. I am tired of
hearing about families going through what we are going through. We miss our girl so very much.

I am certainly happy to talk further or answer any questions you may have. My phone number is
937-499-3609.

Thank you for your consideration.
Ron Smith




