PFLA

CLEVELAND

April 17,2023

Ohio House of Representatives
Columbus, Ohio

RE: OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL 6
Dear Representatives,

am a licensed psychologist in Ohio and the co-founder of PELAG Cleveland, a local chapter of the National nonprofit
organization. PFLAG is the nation’s largest organization dedicated to supporting, educating, and advocating for LGBTQ+
people and those who love them. Our chapter has been active in this effort in the Greater Cleveland area since 1985.

I write to oppose HB6 which would ban trans athletes from participation in organized school sports. In my professional
opinion, | believe this proposed ban would be psychologically harmful to young, gender-diverse students. Research is
clear: children participating in sports achieve lifelong health and mental health benefits; preventing access to school
sports programs, because of their perception of their gender identity, will deprive these young people from these
benefits.

I urge members of the House to reject this bill based upon the harm it will bring to a minority population in Ohio.

Sincerely,

JE=ES AN =8 s =
Jes James Sellers, PhD
Psychologist

Co-founder of PFLAG Cleveland &
Member of the Advisory Board

PFLAG Cleveland c/o 615 Prospect Rd., Berea, OH 44017
mail@pflagcleveland.org
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