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AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
Preparing elementary (P-5) intervention specialist teacher candidates in the areas of pedagogy, 
academic content (e.g., English language arts, social studies), leadership, collaboration, 
assessment, and special education.  
 
EDUCATION 
2018- present   Doctoral Candidate, Special Education  

Kent State University, Kent, Ohio  
 

2014   Master of Science, Early Childhood Education  
Youngstown State University, Youngstown, Ohio (GPA: 4.0) 
 

2004   Bachelor of Science, Early Childhood Education 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
2022- present Senior Lecturer, Elementary Intervention Specialist Program 

(ELIS)/Special Education  
Youngstown State University  
Youngstown, Ohio 

 
2017-2022 Lecturer, Early Childhood Education/Elementary Intervention Specialist 

Programs (ECE/ECIS/ELIS) 
Youngstown State University  
Youngstown, Ohio 

    
2017 (Jan.- May) Adjunct Instructor 

Youngstown State University  
Youngstown, Ohio 

 
2007-2017 Teacher, grades 1-3, students with varying disabilities 

ACLD School (formerly Mollie Kessler School)  
Youngstown, Ohio 

 
 
 

Curriculum Vitae of 
COURTNEY LYNN CRUZ 
Senior Lecturer @ Youngstown State University 
240 Deer Trail Ave., Canfield, Ohio, 44406 
Cell phone: (330) 272-4398 
Email: ccruz3@kent.edu 
Professional website: www.courtneycruz.weebly.com 
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PUBLICATIONS 
2024 Teacher preparation in self-determination for children with disabilities. 

Young Exceptional Children. (In progress) 
 
GRANT AND RESEARCH SUPPORT 
2020   Active Learning Center Grant 
   With Dr. Pam Epler (PI) 
   Steelcase 
   Unfunded    
 
2018 Continuing PD for Dual Licensure of ECE/ECIS with TESOL 

Endorsement 
  With Drs. Crystal Ratican, Margie Briley, & Katie Cripe 
  Ohio Dean’s Compact for Exceptional Children  
  Amount: $20,000, funded 
  Role: Committee Member 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS  
National and International Conference Presentations 
Cruz, C.  (in progress). Development of an online self-determination training module for early 

childhood teacher candidates [poster presentation]. Teacher Education Division  
Conference, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Cruz, C.  (2023, March). Development of an online self-determination training module for early 

childhood teacher candidates [poster presentation]. Badar-Kauffman Conference on 
Contemporary Issues in Special Education, Kent, OH.  

 
Cruz, C.  (2022, March). Teacher preparation in self-determination for children with 

Disabilities [poster presentation]. Badar-Kauffman Conference on Contemporary Issues 
in Special Education, Kent, OH.  

 
Cruz, C. (2021, September). Teacher preparation in self-determination for children  

with disabilities [poster presentation]. DEC (Division of Early Childhood) Conference.  
 
Cruz, C., Davis, E. & Lorimer, C. (2019, November). Hands-on Learning Through the  

Arts: Academic, Behavior, SEL and More [Facilitated discussion]. OCALICON 2019,  
Columbus, OH. 
 

Cruz, C., John, L., & Walker, M. (2019, November). A working triad partnership:  
Teacher, parent, student, together as 1: In it to win it [Hands-on interactive presentation].  
OCALICON 2019, Columbus, OH. 

 
Cruz, C.  (2019, April). Preparation of pre-service teachers in teacher-family-school 

partnerships: A literature review [poster presentation]. Badar-Kauffman Conference on 
Contemporary Issues in Special Education, Kent, OH.  
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State and Local Conference Presentations  
Cummins, L. & Cruz, C. (2012). From a Distance Education Graduate Course to Classroom 
Practice- Service Learning that Measures Candidate and Student Learning [Roundtable 
discussion]. The Ohio Confederation of Teacher Education Organizations, Columbus, OH.  
 
Trainings and Other Presentations  
2024 Virtual Recruitment Fieldtrip. YSU recruiting presentation for local high 

schools. [In progress] 
 
2017 Why Teach. Personal account of why I became a teacher and why teachers 

are needed in the field at CRASH Day at Beeghly College of Education. 
Youngstown State University, Youngstown, Ohio 

 
Workshops 
Spring 2022 Introduction to Virtual Teaching and Developing a Virtual Lesson  

Designed for YSU teacher candidates.  
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
Fall 2021 Tips and Tricks for Developing Online Lessons 
 Designed for YSU early childhood teacher candidates. 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
  
2019 (July)  Inclusive Classroom Design. A workshop for visiting professors  

from China. 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
  
TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
Graduate Courses 
SPED 6900             Issues, Trends, Ethical, Legal and Professional Guidelines in Special  
   Education, web-based 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
SPED 6906 Understanding and Addressing the Characteristics and Behaviors of 

Learners with Exceptional Needs, web-based 
 Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
SPED 6914  Positive Behavior Supports and Intervention Strategies (PBS/PBIS) to  

Support the Social-Emotional Needs of All Children, web-based 
 Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
SPED 6917 Effective Instruction for Learners with Exceptional Needs, web-based 
 Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
SPED 6929 Assessment of Exceptional Learners, web-based 
 Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
Undergraduate Courses  
ECE  3760 Cross-Curricular Applications and Classroom Mgt./Guidance, web-based 
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 Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH     
 
ECE  3780 Social Studies Methods for Early Childhood Education, F2F 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ECE  4814 Language Arts Methods for Early Childhood Education, F2F  

Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ECIS 2600  Educating the Whole Child, F2F       
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ECIS 2629  Teaching Young Children: Best Practices in Early Childhood Education,  
   web-based 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ECIS 3700 Inclusive Strategies for Early Childhood Inclusive Education, F2F 

Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH   
 
ECIS 3790  Assessing Learning in ECE P3, web-based 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ECIS 4801  Teaching Language Arts and Social Studies Methods Early Years, F2F 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
ELIS 3701  Teaching Language Arts through Life Studies in the P-2 Classroom, F2F 

Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ELIS 3703  Assessing Learning in P-2 Classrooms, web-based 

Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
ELIS 3704  Differentiating for Learning in the P-2 Classroom, hybrid 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
ELIS 4801  Teaching Social Studies for Grades 3-5, web-based 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
ELIS 4803  Modern Classroom Assessment, F2F  
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
ELIS 4804  Differentiating for Learning in the 3-5 Classroom, hybrid  
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
Supervision  
2023- present  Special Education Lab 
 
2020-2022  Special Education Lab (100+ students each semester) 
 
2017-2019  ECE/ECIS Pre-clinical supervisor (14 students)   
 



Curriculum Vitae of Courtney Lynn Cruz, M.Ed.  
 

Updated May 5, 2024 
 

2019   ECE/ECIS Student teacher supervisor (2 students) 
One student received the Outstanding Student Teacher award and passed the EdTPA 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Editorial Board / Consulting Editor 
2019-2022 Editorial Board Member, International Journal of Curriculum 

Development and Learning Management   
 
University Service  
2023-present  SPED AP Program Coordinator and advisor 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
2020- 2022  SPED AP Program Coordinator and advisor 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
Spring 2018  Specialty Professional Association  
   Subcommittee for Scheduling Classrooms and Laboratories 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
College & School Service  
Fall 2021- present Advisor of Bible Talks at YSU 
2023   Member of search committee for SPED lecturer position 
2017- 2020  Interviewer of upper division students  
2019   Member of search committee for literacy position 
2018   Member of search committee for SPED tenure track position  
 
Program  
2020-present  Member of ELIS Program Committee 
 
2017-2020  Member of ECE/ECIS Program Committee 
 
2017- 2020   Chair, Long Range Planning Committee 
   Multiculturalism, diversity, and technology subcommittees included 
 
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANCIES & TRAININGS  
May 2018- 2020 Consultation for Students Motivated by the Arts (SMARTS) for the 

development of teacher and parent evaluations, curriculum development, 
and design of the EMPOWERS program.  
Youngstown, Ohio 

 
AWARDS & HONORS 
2024   Graduate Student Senate Domestic Travel Award, $300 
   Kent State University, Kent, OH    
 
2019-2020  Dean’s Dozen Outstanding Faculty Member Award 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
2018-2019  Dean’s Dozen Outstanding Faculty Member Award 
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   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
2014   Omnicron Delta Kappa Society 
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
 
2014   Children’s Advocate Award 

Akron Children’s Hospital 
2004   Student Teacher of the Year 

Mount Vernon Nazarene University, Mt. Vernon, OH 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
2020-present  National Association of Special Education Teachers (NASET) 
 
2019-present  Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 
   Ohio Council for Exceptional Children, Teacher Education Division 
 
2018-2019  Mahoning Valley Council of the International Reading Association  
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
2019 Attended Safer Schools: Strategies for Teachers and Skills for Students  
 Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH 
   
2019, 2018 Attended Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence Conference  

Special Education Leadership Institute.  A collaborative event to 
demonstrate the partnership between the Ohio Department of Education’s 
Office for Exceptional Children and OCALI. 

 
2018   Hosted and Attended the PAX/GBG Pre-Service Teacher Training 
   Classroom-based behavior preventative intervention 
   Funded by Ohio Mental Health & Addition Services   
   Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH  
 
2017-2018  Attended Ohio Dean’s Compact on Exceptional Children 

Youngstown State University committee member, attended two compact 
meetings. 

 
2017   Attended Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence Conference 

The theme and purpose of this conference was to inspire change for people 
with disabilities.  

 
2017  Attended Ohio Dean’s Compact on Exceptional Children: 4th Annual 

Statewide Conference: Inclusive Practice Across the P20 Continuum 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
2023 Facility Committee for Canfield Local School District  
 Canfield, Ohio 
 
2021-2023 Parent Advisory Committee for Canfield Local School District 
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 Canfield, Ohio 
 
2020-2022 Youth leader for middle school girls  
 Old North Church 
 Canfield, Ohio 
 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE 
Professional Teaching License, Early Childhood Education (preK-3), Ohio 
 
CERTIFICATION 
I certify that the preceding curriculum vitae is a current and accurate statement of my 
professional record. 
 
 
Signature:  Courtney L. Cruz      Date: 05-05-24 













































Dr. Mandy L. Wallace
Curriculum Vitae

5641 London Dr. Apt. A Youngstown, OH 44515 724.421.9948 mlwallace06@ysu.edu

Summary

Dedicated and passionate professor of literacy education. Committed to the growth of teacher candidates and practicing
teachers in the areas of evidence-based practices aligned to the science of reading. Fostering a positive and safe learning
environment for both undergraduate and graduate students to build and expand on their knowledge of the Science of
Reading.

Education

University of Pittsburgh
Doctor of Education
Concentration: Language, Literacy, and Culture
Dissertation: “Supporting Students’ Comprehension of Historical Fiction with Informational
Texts” Advisor: Dr. Linda Kucan

2020

Walden University
M.S. Elementary Education with a focus in
Literacy Reading Specialist K-12 Certification
NY Permanent Certification Elementary Education

2005

Slippery Rock University of PA
B.S. Elementary and Early Childhood
Education N-3 Early Childhood Certification
K-6 Elementary Education Certification

1999

University Experience

Assistant Professor: Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH Fall 2021-Present

Undergraduate Courses
o TERG 3720: Developmental Reading Instruction
o TERG 3730: Reading Assessment and Intervention
o TERG 3700: Phonological Awareness and Phonics

Graduate Courses:
o TERG 6924: Content Literacy
o TERG 6926: Assessment in Reading and Language Arts
o TERG 6927: Coaching Practicum
o TERG 6928: Reading and Language Arts Practicum

Literacy Coordinator
● Oversee the Ohio Reading Endorsement Graduate Reading Classes

o Advise Graduate Students
o Write/Revise Curriculum for 6 Literacy Graduate Classes
o Support part-time adjuncts teaching graduate courses

mailto:mlwallace06@ysu.edu


● Oversee the 4 required reading courses for Ohio Licensure
o Write/Revise Curriculum to align with the Science of reading
o Support undergraduate students in preparing them for teacher licensure testing
o Oversee part-time adjuncts in the teaching of courses

Adjunct Professor: Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA Spring 2021

o GRLA 526: Developmental Reading Instruction

Publications/Grants Awarded

● Ohio Department of Higher Education Science of Reading Alignment Grant
o 2 year grant to align both undergraduate and graduate courses to the Science of Reading, provide

professional development for faculty and purchase high quality instructional materials.
● Ohio Department of Education Math and Literacy Grant

o Wrote the literacy portion of the grant, and was awarded close to $500, 000 to implement within
a 2 year period.

● Kucan, L., & Wallace, M. (2020). The Four Resources Model: Comprehending the word and
the world. Literacy Today, 20–21.

Workshops and Presentations

● YSU Teacher Candidate Professional Development (November 2023)
o Technology for Literacy Educators

● Akiva Academy Professional Development (February 2022)
o The “Simple” View of Writing

● Akiva Academy Professional Development (April 2022)
o The Writing Revolution: Implementing Writing Strategies in K-8

● Akiva Academy Professional Development (August 2022)
o Overview of The Simple View of Reading

● YSU Teacher Candidate Professional Development (April 2022)
o Put a Poem in Your Pocket: Using Poetry to Assess Comprehension

● LitCon National K-8 Literacy & Reading Recovery Conference Presenter (October 2021)
o Supporting Student Comprehension: Creating Text Sets to Support Historical Fiction

● Slippery Rock Area School District Professional Development (August 2020)
o Using Mentor Texts: Getting Students to Read Closely, Think Deeply, and Write Purposefully

● Slippery Rock Area School District Professional Development (August 2020)
o Differentiating Instruction: Know, Understand, and Do!



Memberships and Committees

● Ohio Reading Standards Revision Panel
● Youngstown State University Curriculum Committee Chairperson
● International Literacy Association
● Ohio Deans Compact Member
● Undergraduate Learning Team Member
● Beeghly College of Education Data Team
● The Reading League Member



K-12 Teaching Experience

4th Grade ELA Teacher 2014-2021
Slippery Rock Elementary School, Slippery Rock, PA

● Incorporated an online teaching model utilizing Google Meet and Google Classroom
● Streamed lessons to students at home while simultaneously teaching students face to face
● Developed interdisciplinary units to supplement curriculum and address standards
● Adapted teaching strategies and content based on formative assessment and reflection
● Partnered with Slippery Rock University to utilize work study students to develop virtual lessons
● Cooperating teacher for pre-service teachers attending Slippery Rock University and Grove City College

Reading Specialist K-5 2008-2014
Slippery Rock Area School District, Slippery Rock, PA

● Analyzed K-5 diagnostic data to determine student placement during tiered instruction
● Taught small group reading intervention to Title 1 students grades K-5
● Supported teachers in using Step Up to Writing by modeling lessons and co-teaching

Pediatric Therapy Professionals, Inc. 2006-2007
Early Intervention Specialist Birth-3, New Castle, PA

● Provided home based intervention services for infants and toddlers with developmental delays
● Monitored goals and communicated with families

Writing Curriculum Coordinator for Grades K-5 2003-2005
Charter School of Science and Technology, Rochester, NY

● Provided writing curriculum support for teachers in the form of professional development

Teacher Grades 1 and 2 2001-2005
Charter School of Science and Technology, Rochester, NY

● Supported students in developing positive self-concept through social skills instruction
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