
 
 

 

 

Representative Sean Patrick Brennan 
14th House District 

 

Sponsor Testimony 
H.B. 468 

 
Chair Manning, Vice Chair Fowler-Arthur, Ranking Member Robinson, and 
members of the House Committee on Primary and Secondary Education.  
 
I am honored to present to you H.B. 468. 
 
In my view, this bill benefits three important groups of people - students, the adults 
who serve them in the school building, and the greater community. 
First, and foremost, as a schoolteacher for three decades, part of my teaching 
philosophy entailed the belief that everything we do in education should have a 
positive impact on the young learners we serve. 
 
Although I taught many different social studies courses throughout my career, my 
area of focus and expertise was American Government.  Every student in my class 
was issued a copy of the pocket Constitution, which was the foundation of our 
course.  Students were also required to become civically engaged.  For instance, 
they had to attend a city council meeting and report back on it, as well as complete 
community service, including working the polls on election-day, giving blood, 
volunteering at food banks, helping me produce an in-school citizenship ceremony, 
among other options.  You see, I wanted my students to not only learn about 
American government and their rights, but to DO government and learn about their 
responsibilities as citizens.  I wanted to instill in my students a love of their 
community and state, and America as an exceptional nation, as well as character 
and leadership skills.  I know this is why they were all very successful and came 
out better Americans because of the experience – making me very proud. 
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One of the challenges I had as a teacher and as social studies department chair at 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School was the fact that I was constantly 
bombarded with groups and individuals who wanted an audience with our students.  
As a teacher or administrator you simply do not have time to properly vet all of 
these folks and the organizations they represent, as we are ultra-concerned about 
the safety and security of the children we serve in our public schools.  Further, the 
rigorous state standards and tests require that we maximize instructional time and 
minimize anything that reduces it.  Because of this, students miss out on extending 
what they are learning in the classroom by not knowing about the many great 
patriotic and civic after-school enrichment opportunities available to them. 
 
Our bill will require that schools allow groups listed in U.S. Title 36 (organizations 
that have an educational purpose and promote patriotism and civic involvement- 
see list below) to present to students at least once per school year in a manner 
determined by the school.  In fact, it could be as unobtrusive as having an 
organization fair in the school gym or allowing a group to have a table during 
lunchtime.  Further, it would require any individuals from the organizations to 
consent to a criminal background check at their own expense.  School 
administrators could preclude anyone who has an offence that is deemed 
unbecoming of a teacher under Ohio law from presenting.  This is more stringent 
than the Indiana law (S.B. 398) upon which our bill is modeled which only 
precludes felons. 
 
S.B. 398 passed the Indiana House and Senate on a bipartisan basis, with a vote of 
81-0 and 47-1, respectively, in 2020.  I recently reached out to longtime Indiana 
Rep. Sheila Klinker who was the House sponsor of the bill, as well as 
representatives from the Indiana State Teachers Association, and the Indiana 
Association of School Principals, all of whom indicated that the law is working 
fine in their state. 
 
I have worked closely with many Boy and Girl Scout troops, including Parma Boy 
Scout Troop 221, in my 19 years on Parma City Council and now as State 
Representative and I can attest to the amazing impact scouting has on so many 
young people.  In fact, I have attended multiple Eagle Scout Courts of Honor 
ceremonies in my years of service.  However, like many of the organizations listed 
in Title 36, their numbers are declining.  Our bill will go a long way in acquainting 
our young people to many excellent opportunities to learn and hone their 
citizenship skills. 



 
 

I want to thank my co-sponsor Rep. Klopfenstein for the honor of inviting me to 
join him on this important bill.  I would also like to thank all of you for your 
consideration of support. 
 
 

TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL 
OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES, 

AND ORGANIZATIONS 
This title was enacted by Pub. L. 105–225, §1, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1253 

Subtitle I—Patriotic and National Observances and 
Ceremonies 

PART A—OBSERVANCES AND CEREMONIES 
Chap. 

Sec. 
1. 
Patriotic and National Observances 

101 
3. 
National Anthem, Motto, Floral Emblem, March, and Tree 

301 
5. 
Presidential Inaugural Ceremonies 

501 
7. 
Federal Participation in Carl Garner Federal Lands Cleanup Day 

701 
9. 
Miscellaneous 

901 
         

PART B—UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED WITH OBSERVANCES AND 

CEREMONIES 

21. 
American Battle Monuments Commission 

2101 



 
 

23. 
United States Holocaust Memorial Council 1 

2301 
         

25. 
President's Committee on Employment of People With Disabilities 

2501 
         

Subtitle II—Patriotic and National Organizations 
PART A—GENERAL 

101. 
General 

10101 
         

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS 

201. 
Agricultural Hall of Fame 

20101 
202. 
Air Force Sergeants Association 

20201 
203. 
American Academy of Arts and Letters 

20301 
205. 
American Chemical Society 

20501 
207. 
American Council of Learned Societies 

20701 
209. 
American Ex-Prisoners of War 

20901 
210. 
American GI Forum of the United States 

21001 
211. 
American Gold Star Mothers, Incorporated 

21101 



 
 

213. 
American Historical Association 

21301 
215. 
American Hospital of Paris 

21501 
217. 
The American Legion 

21701 
219. 
The American National Theater and Academy 

21901 
221. 
The American Society of International Law 

22101 
223. 
American Symphony Orchestra League 

22301 
225. 
American War Mothers 

22501 
227. 
AMVETS (American Veterans) 

22701 
229. 
Army and Navy Union of the United States of America 

22901 
231. 
Aviation Hall of Fame 

23101 
233 through 299. reserved 
301. 
Big Brothers—Big Sisters of America 

30101 
303. 
Blinded Veterans Association 

30301 
305. 
Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 

30501 
307. 



 
 

Board For 2 Fundamental Education 
30701 

         
309. 
Boy Scouts of America 

30901 
311. 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America 

31101 
313 through 399. reserved 
401. 
Catholic War Veterans of the United States of America, Incorporated 

40101 
403. 
Civil Air Patrol 

40301 
405. 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society of the United States of America 

40501 
407. 
Corporation for the Promotion of Rifle Practice and Firearms Safety 

40701 
409 through 499. reserved 
501. 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 1861–1865 

50101 
503. 
Disabled American Veterans 

50301 
505 through 599. reserved 
601. 
82nd Airborne Division Association, Incorporated 

60101 
603 through 699. reserved 
701. 
Fleet Reserve Association 

70101 
703. 
Former Members of Congress 

70301 
705. 



 
 

The Foundation of the Federal Bar Association 
70501 

707. 
Frederick Douglass Memorial and Historical Association 

70701 
709. 
Future Farmers of America 

70901 
711 through 799. reserved 
801. 
General Federation of Women's Clubs 

80101 
803. 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America 

80301 
805. 
Gold Star Wives of America 

80501 
807 through 899. reserved 
901. 
Help America Vote Foundation 

90101 
903 through 999. reserved 
1001. 
Italian American War Veterans of the United States 

100101 
1003 through 1099. reserved 
1101. 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America, Incorporated 

110101 
1103. 
Jewish War Veterans, U.S.A., National Memorial, Incorporated 

110301 
1105 through 1199. reserved 
1201. 
Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated 

120101 
1203 through 1299. reserved 
1301. 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

130101 



 
 

1303. 
Legion of Valor of the United States of America, Incorporated 

130301 
1305. 
Little League Baseball, Incorporated 

130501 
1307 through 1399. reserved 
1401. 
Marine Corps League 

140101 
1403. 
The Military Chaplains Association of the United States of America 

140301 
1404. 
Military Officers Association of America 

140401 
1405. 
Military Order of the Purple Heart of the United States of America, 
Incorporated 

140501 
1407. 
Military Order of the World Wars 

140701 
1409 through 1499. reserved 
1501. 
National Academy of Public Administration 

150101 
1503. 
National Academy of Sciences 

150301 
1505. 
National Conference of State Societies, Washington, District of Columbia 

150501 
1507. 
National Conference on Citizenship 

150701 
1509. 
National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements 

150901 
1511. 
National Education Association of the United States 



 
 

151101 
1513. 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 

151301 
1515. 
National Federation of Music Clubs 

151501 
1517. 
National Film Preservation Foundation 

151701 
1519. 
National Fund for Medical Education 

151901 
1521. 
National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum 

152101 
1523. 
National Music Council 

152301 
1524. 
National Recording Preservation Foundation 

152401 
1525. 
National Safety Council 

152501 
1527. 
National Ski Patrol System, Incorporated 

152701 
1529. 
National Society, Daughters of the American Colonists 

152901 
1531. 
The National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 

153101 
1533. 
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

153301 
1535. 
National Tropical Botanical Garden 

153501 
1537. 



 
 

National Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 
153701 

1539. 
The National Yeomen (F) 

153901 
1541. 
Naval Sea Cadet Corps 

154101 
1543. 
Navy Club of the United States of America 

154301 
1545. 
Navy Wives Clubs of America 

154501 
1547. 
Non Commissioned Officers Association of the United States of America, 
Incorporated 

154701 
1549 through 1599. reserved 
1601 through 1699. reserved 
1701. 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 

170101 
1703. 
Pearl Harbor Survivors Association 

170301 
1705. 
Polish Legion of American Veterans, U.S.A. 

170501 
1707 through 1799. reserved 
1801 through 1899. reserved 
1901. 
Reserve Officers Association of the United States 

190101 
1903. 
Retired Enlisted Association, Incorporated 

190301 
1905 through 1999. reserved 
2001. 
Society of American Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists 

200101 



 
 

2003. 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

200301 
2005 through 2099. reserved 
2101. 
Theodore Roosevelt Association 

210101 
2103. 
369th Veterans' Association 

210301 
2105 through 2199. reserved 
2201. 
United Service Organizations, Incorporated 

220101 
2203. 
United States Capitol Historical Society 

220301 
2205. 
United States Olympic Committee 

220501 
2207. 
United States Submarine Veterans of World War II 

220701 
2209 through 2299. reserved 
2301. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

230101 
2303. 
Veterans of World War I of the United States of America, Incorporated 

230301 
2305. 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 

230501 
2307 through 2399. reserved 
2401. 
Women's Army Corps Veterans' Association 

240101 
2403 through 2499. reserved 
2501 through 2599. reserved 
2601 through 2699. reserved 
2701 through 2799. Reserved 



 
 

 

Section 3328.19 | Conduct unbecoming to the teaching 
profession; report to superintendent. 
Ohio Revised Code 
  

Effective: September 29, 2011 
Latest Legislation: House Bill 153 - 129th General Assembly  
(A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Conduct unbecoming to the teaching profession" shall be as described in rules adopted by 
the state board of education.         

---------------------------- 

Licensure Code of Professional 
Conduct 
https://sboe.ohio.gov/professional-conduct/code-of-conduct/code-of-conduct 

------------------------------------ 
 

Rule 3301-73-21 | Conduct unbecoming; aggravating 
and mitigating factors. 
Ohio Administrative Code 3301 
Chapter 3301-73 | Professional Conduct Educator Rules 
  

Effective: July 27, 2023 
 (A) The state board of education will consider, but not be limited to, the 
following factors when evaluating conduct unbecoming under division (B)(1) of 
section 3319.31 of the Revised Code: 
 

(1) Crimes or misconduct involving minors; 

(2) Crimes or misconduct involving school children; 

(3) Crimes or misconduct involving academic fraud; 

(4) Making, or causing to make, any false or misleading statement, or 
concealing a material fact in a matter pertaining to facts concerning 



 
 

qualifications for professional practice and other educational matters, or 
providing false, inaccurate, or incomplete information about criminal history 
or prior disciplinary actions by the state board or another professional 
licensing board or entity; 

(5) Crimes or misconduct involving the school community, school funds, or 
school equipment/property, which may include, but are not limited to, 
findings for recovery by the state auditor; 

(6) A plea of guilty to, a finding of guilt, a conviction, granting of treatment 
in lieu of conviction, or a pre-trial diversion program to any offense in 
violation of federal, state, or local laws and/or statutes regarding criminal 
activity; 

(7) A violation of the terms and conditions of a consent agreement; 

(8) A violation of the licensure code of professional conduct for Ohio 
educators; 

(9) A violation of the Revised Code that specifically addresses educator 
misconduct including but not limited to sections 3319.151, 3319.15, and 
3314.103 of the Revised Code; and 
 
(10) Any other crimes or misconduct that negatively reflect upon the 
teaching profession, including sanctions and/or disciplinary action by 
another state educational entity or another professional licensing board or 
entity. 


