WITNESS INFORMATION FORM

Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying:

Date: November 8, 2024

Name: Karen Gedeon

Are you representing: Yourself [0] Organization [_]

Organization (If Applicable):
Position/Title: _Middle School Media Specialist

Address: 1057 Thornton Ct
Macedonia State: OH Zip: 44056
2165776926 Email: Kgedeon2@gmail.com

City:

Best Contact Telephone:

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes [O] No []

Business before the committee

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number): HB 445
Specific Issue: Religious Education During the School Day

Are you testifying as a: Proponent [ ] Opponent [0] Interested Party [ ]

Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes ] No [0]

(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior
to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.)

Will your testimony be written, spoken, or both? Written

Please provide a brief statement on your position:

Our country was founded on the separation of church and state. Allowing students to leave a public school for religious services
removes that separation. If parents choose to have their children receive religious education during the school day they have the
option to send them to private religious institutions.

Secondly, study after study has proven the best way for students to excel is to be in school. When a student is absent for any
reason their grades (aka state test scores) suffer. With such a push at the state level to improve reading ability and improve
attendance rates, | struggle to understand why our legislature would even consider another reason for students to not be in class.

Please be advised that this form and any materials (written or otherwise) submitted or presented
to this committee are records that may be requested by the public and may be published online.
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