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Please provide a brief statement on your position:

| have concerns about House Bill 445 and its effects on our communities. | urge you to
remove this bill from the committee agenda.

Section 3313.6022 already allows a school district to adopt a plan for excusing students from the classroom for
religious reasons. Please leave the this decision up to the public school elected board of education officials in each
district. Changing the verbiage from "may" to "shall", mandating this policy in schools, requires more resources that
could otherwise be used for overall education. Families and students may have personal religious beliefs and
activities, but that should not cut into the school day that is structured for all students. Students partaking in this
excused time may fall behind and not be able to make up important learning material. Break time like
lunch/recess/study hall, is an appropriate time for a student to study religious material, all of which do not cut into the
structured classroom studies of a typical school day.

For these reasons, | ask that you stop this bill from receiving any additional hearings.
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