WITNESS INFORMATION FORM

Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying:

Date: 11/10/24
Name: Megan Walters

Are you representing: Yourself [O] Organization [_]
Organization (If Applicable):

Position/Title:
Address: 2201 Amaranth Ct

City: Hianley State: OH Zip: 44233
216-374-2614

|- meganwaltersl@gmail.com

Best Contact Telephone: Emai

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes [0] No []

Business before the committee

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number): HB 445
Specific Issue: _elease Time Religious Instruction (RTRI)

Are you testifying as a: Proponent [_] Opponent [0] Interested Party [ ]
Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes [_] No [O]

(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior
to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.)

How much time will your testimony require?

Please provide a brief statement on your position:

Istrongly oppose HB 445 because religion has no place within our public school system. As a staunch advocate of the separation of church and state, I believe that introducing religious release programs in public schools would
undermine this foundational principle, opening the door for religious influence in a space intended to serve all students equally. Allowing students to leave public classrooms to attend religious programs is a thinly veiled way to insert
religious agendas into public education.

HE 445, as it stands, is vague, fails to address critical safety and accountability concerns, and does nothing to prevent politically or religiously motivated indoctrination. We cannot afford to risk our students’ education or well-being
for any religious or political purpose. There are countless unanswered questions surrounding this bill, including who will monitor these programs, who is liable for safety, and how these programs will impact the inclusive learning

environment our schools are meant to provide.

This bill lacks clear guidelines, safety protocols, and protections for all students. Public education must remain a space where every child, regardless of their personal or familial beliefs, has access to a well-rounded, unbiased education
T urge lawmakers to reject FB 445, as it fails to uphold the critical separation between church and state that protects our students and keeps our public schools a place of inclusive learning, free from external religious influences.

Please be advised that this form and any materials (written or otherwise) submitted or presented
to this committee are records that may be requested by the public and may be published online.
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