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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Fowler Arthur, Ranking Member Robinson, and
members of the House Primary and Secondary Education Committee, thank you
for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony, along with my joint sponsor
Ranking Member Robinson, on House Bill 575. This legislation would enact the
“Private School Accountability and Transparency Act” to ensure that all Ohio
schools utilizing public dollars are held to similar standards.

The principle behind this bill is clear: if public dollars are being used to fund
schools, then the public deserves to know how those dollars are being spent and
whether they are meeting their intended purposes. That is what this bill would do,
and it is what the vast majority of people would agree is the baseline for good
government. Know where the money is going.

The numbers for the new universal voucher expansion were released in October—
the state of Ohio funded private schools with $970.7 million in FY 2024, a 63%
increase from the $595 million the state spent in the 2022-23 school year, and
estimates for the current school year show that the program will soon eclipse $1
billion in yearly spending.!

$1 billion in annual taxpayer spending demands more transparency and oversight.

This bill is not about limiting the use of vouchers. It is about ensuring that when
taxpayer dollars are used for education, we have the necessary tools to track their
usage and impact. It’s not fair to taxpayers that public funding goes to these
schools without basic accountability, without the ability for parents to make
meaningful comparisons between schools, and without financial oversight and
transparency.

HB 575 requires the Auditor of State to conduct financial audits on each chartered
nonpublic school that has at least 25% of its students participating in a state

1 Final price tag: Ohio's private school vouchers come in just under S1B after legislative expansion
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scholarship program and requires these schools to submit five-year revenue and
expenditure projections. The schools will also be required to submit funding and
expenditure accountability reports to the Department of Education and Workforce
and will be required to comply with requests for financial records under Ohio’s
public records law.

This bill would also require that private schools administer state elementary
assessments to all students if over half of them are receiving state vouchers for
tuition. It requires that these schools administer state end-of-course exams to
scholarship recipients, requires that these schools primarily serving students with
disabilities to administer state elementary assessments, and eliminates the loophole
that allows state scholarship students attending chartered nonpublic schools to
qualify for a high school diploma by attaining a certain score on an approved
alternate assessment or the ACT or SAT.

Chartered nonpublic schools would then be required to post aggregate data
regarding state assessments administered to its students and include the school’s
graduation rates and aggregate state assessment results in all school advertising and
recruitment materials. Lastly, the bill will prohibit DEW from granting a charter to
a nonpublic school unless the school submits an affidavit of intent not to
discriminate, implements a racial nondiscriminatory policy, and posts that policy
publicly.

These requirements aren’t onerous or punitive. These are basic, common-sense
requirements designed to make sure state money is being used properly, and to
make sure that families have the resources at their disposal to accurately compare
public and private options. This is about making sure that when parents have a
choice, they are able to accurately compare schools.

This is about using Ohio tax dollars responsibly in service of Ohio families and
students. Chair Manning, Vice Chair Fowler Arthur, Ranking Member Robinson
and Members of the House Primary and Secondary Education Committee, thank
you for your consideration of HB 575. | look forward to your questions.



