Columbus Office:
Vern Riffe Center
77 S. High Street, 10% Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111

Committees:
Primary & Secondary
Education, Ranking

Finance
Finance Subcommittee on

Phone: (614) 644-6041 Primary & Secondary Education

Fax: (614) 719-6956

Rep19@OhioHouse.gov Financial Institutions
www.ohiohouse.gov Phillip M. Robinson Jr.
State Representa tive Higher Education
Ohio House District 19

The Private School Accountability & Transparency Act / House Bill 575
Sponsor Testimony for House Primary & Secondary Education Committee
December 3, 2024

Chairwoman Manning, Vice-Chair Fowler-Arthur, and members of the Ohio House
Primary and Secondary Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support
of House Bill (HB) 575, the Private School Accountability and Transparency Act. My joint
sponsor, Representative Dani Isaacsohn, and I look forward to productive conversations with the
committee and all related stakeholders.

The principle is clear: If we are using public dollars, there should be public transparency.
Schools that utilize a large amount of public taxpayer dollars should be held accountable in a
similar manner to traditional public schools. This level of accountability has become an urgent
issue due to our most recent operating budget that makes private school vouchers universal,
effectively turning state tax dollars into nearly a billion dollars in subsidies for existing private
school students. It is imperative that we implement, in a common sense fashion, provisions
around accountability and transparency for these private schools that utilize significant amounts
of public dollars through vouchers.

HB 575 will require that private (chartered nonpublic) schools in which more than 25%
of the students utilize vouchers to follow financial accountability, fair testing, and other
transparency standards similar to those to what traditional public schools adhere.

Financial Accountability

e Require the Auditor of State to conduct annual financial audits.

e Require these schools to submit five-year projections of operational revenues and
expenditures in compliance with the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce
(ODEW) and the Auditor of State rules.

e Require these schools to submit financial information and annual budgets, including
revenue and expenditures, to ODEW funding for expenditure accountability reports.

e (odify that these financial records are public records and are available to taxpayers.

Fair Testing Transparency
e Require that these schools disclose their state accountability results and graduation rate
on all advertising and recruitment materials.
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e Requires these schools to post aggregate data, including state assessments and end-of-
course exams on their websites.

e Require students take the state high school assessments and complete the state high
school graduation requirements by eliminating the existing exemptions and alternative
assessment options.

e Require chartered nonpublic schools with 50% or more students receiving state
scholarships administer state elementary tests, decreasing the existing threshold from
65%.

Common Sense Oversight
e Require assessment data for students be published annually by September 15, rather than
February 1, and require ODEW to publish report card data, to the extent such data is
available, for such schools in a similar manner for public schools.
e Require that these schools cannot discriminate on the basis of ability, race, ethnicity,
income, or other protected statuses.

This bill is not about burdening private schools. It is about making sure that when
taxpayers dollars are being utilized, we have the tools necessary to follow their use and impact.

In the past, I have heard lobbyists of pro-private school and pro-voucher groups say, “the
vouchers are not going to private schools, they are going to parents.” This is disingenuous.
EdChoice vouchers are not going into parents’ bank accounts. EdChoice and most other voucher
programs can only be used for private school tuition and costs. Parents can’t choose to use
EdChoice vouchers to pay for a tutor or afterschool educational programs while sending their
child to a public school, they don’t get that choice. Parents can choose which private school yes,
but the money is going to a private school that gets the most choice: deciding if they accept the
voucher and if they accept the parents’ child... but it must go to a private school. So lets be
honest about it, these are public dollars going to private institutions, so there must be reasonable
accountability.

Ohio’s private school voucher programs have grown from $42 million in 2008 to more
than $610 million last school year (‘22-°23) to now $970.7 million this school year (‘23-°24).
That is $6.2 million more than what the Legislative Service Commission (LSC) had estimated.
Of those funds, more than a third, $406.7 million, was from income-based EdChoice vouchers.
That is over triple cost the previous year, which was $124.4 million. That does not include the
over $225 million each year private schools get for auxiliary and administrative costs. And that
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does not cover the transportation costs public school districts incur to transport private school
students to school. Right now, we have very few ways of knowing how public dollars are being
spent in private schools, or whether vouchers are truly benefitting the students that receive them.

Below you will find a comparison of *22-’23 school year assessments of tradition public
schools compared to privates schools with EdChoice vouchers and Cleveland Scholarship
recipients. Although it is not a perfect comparison because these schools do not use the same
standardized assessment tests, we can see currently what voucher students our achieving in these
private schools. We do need better ways to compare public and private schools academically and
in other metrics, but current comparisons show the results are not good enough that we can forgo
reasonable accountability and transparency.

2022-2023 School Year Assessment Results — Proficiency Percentages

Student Type 3rd-8th Grade Students High School Students
Mathematics — 58.52% Algebra I — 58.1%, Geometry

Public School Students lgzglléijl-Language Arts — 45.5%, English-Language Arts

o 1 —65.2%

EdChoice Voucher Mathematics — 49.05% Mathematics — 38.39%

Students in Private English-Language Arts — English-Language Arts —

Schools 57.61% 51.55%

Cleveland Scholarship Mathematics — 27.37% Mathematics — 29.5%

Students in Private English-Language Arts — English-Language Arts —

Schools 39.4% 41.61%

Now that we are spending nearly a billion dollars to fund private schools, it is not fair that
our taxpayer dollars go to these schools without basic accountability. It is not fair that parents are
unable to make meaningful comparisons. It is not fair for the public to not have financial
oversight and transparency. This legislation is about being good stewards of taxpayers' dollars,
making sure that parents have real choice when it comes to schools for their children, and
ensuring that we have the information necessary to know how public dollars are being spent. The
state must responsibly manage precious taxpayer dollars and have the ability to help all of our
schools succeed.

Chairwoman Manning, Vice-Chair Fowler-Arthur, and members of the committee, I
thank you for your time and I am happy to answer any questions you have.
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