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WITNESS INFORMATION FORM 
Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying: 

Date:  

Name:  

Are you representing: Yourself  Organization

Organization (If Applicable): 

Position/Title: 

Address: 

City: State:  Zip: 

Best Contact Telephone: Email: 

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes  No 

Business before the committee 

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):  

Specific Issue: 

Are you testifying as a: Proponent Opponent  Interested Party  

Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes  No  

(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior 
to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.) 

How much time will your testimony require? 

Please provide a brief statement on your position: 

Please be advised that this form and any materials (written or otherwise) submitted or presented 
to this committee are records that may be requested by the public and may be published online. 


	WITNESS INFORMATION FORM 

	Date:: 06/12/2023
	Name:: Joni Christian 
	Organization (If Applicable):: The Church in Silver Lake
	Position/Title:: Minister of Extravagant Welcome
	Address:: 2951 Kent Rd
	City:: Silver Lake
	State:: OH
	Zip:: 44224
	Best Contact Telephone:: 330-928-2991
	Email:: office@churchinsilverlake.org 
	Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):: HB68
	Specific Issue:: Gender Affirming Care
	How much time will your testimony require?:: 5minutes
	Please provide a brief statement on your position:: Joni Christian has been an out transgender activist for almost 50 years. She is a member of The Church in Silver Lake in Silver Lake, Ohio which has started a Transgender Together CSL group. As a Minister of Extravagant Welcome, it has given her the opportunity to become fully involved in the life of the church. She loves singing, community theater, public speaking, facilitating workshops, advertising and promotion. This includes spiritual awakening, recovery, social outreach and meaningful fellowship. Joni also enjoys working on music/video projects to promote the power of love.

“My spiritual journey led me to the United Church of Christ, where I have found acceptance. I became certified as a Lay Minister through the Living Water Association, Partners in Ministry program. I’ve worked with churches in the Open and Affirming process, and I’ve found venues to use my talents and to encourage the talents of other people. I believe that God is still speaking, but also singing and dancing.”

Her story in brief: Joni will share her experience of finding inclusion in the United Church of Christ as a transgender person; then, turning that story into a passion for welcoming ALL to God's love. Through music—especially a song titled “God of Love” — she has arrived at a new and different place. “It has given me a connection that I pass on whenever I am given the opportunity. It has become a prayer, a mantra and a personal connection to the God of my understanding, in a way that keeps me focused. The message is as powerful today as when I first heard it. God is a God of Love and not a god of hate. It has become my life's work. ”It is my prayer to become the change I wish to see in the world."

The world is coming to an understanding that God’s beautiful humanity is very diverse. Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are telling the world that we are part of all societies and will settle for nothing less than respect.

When we tell the next generation that it really does get better, we have to stand up and tell our stories so that their stories will be respected as well.
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