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HB 343 Sponsor

Chair Mathews, Vice Chair Stewart, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the House Public
Health Committee, thank you so much for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony for
House Bill 343. I'd also like to say a special thank you to my joint sponsor, Representative Liston
for all your hard work and dedication to bringing this bill to fruition.

The goal of this legislation is to repeal the various laws still on the books in Ohio that restrict
access to abortion and to protect patients that seek abortion care. Representative Liston and |
introduced this bill just over one year ago when Ohioans resoundingly voted yes to protecting the
right to abortion and other reproductive care in the state Constitution. Restrictions on abortion
are harmful to patients as we have seen over and over since the Dobbs decision came out.
Thankfully, they are now unconstitutional in the state of Ohio. TRAP laws can range from
forcing people to wait 24 hours after an initial in-person appointment to receive an abortion to
requiring that abortion clinics have hospital transfer agreements. These types of laws have led to
the closing of many abortion clinics in the past decade, forcing women seeking care to travel
long distances, take extra time off of work, and put their lives at risk, to receive a medical
procedure.

Removing these barriers to care will reduce delays in care and actually allow healthcare
providers to serve their patients properly. We have a healthcare access problem in Ohio, and
restrictive laws like these are a part of the problem. The American Association of Medical
Colleges has found that states with restrictive abortion laws have continuously seen a decrease in
new doctors applying for residency programs in that state. This is true across specialties, not just
OB/GYN. Less doctors in Ohio contributes to the current problem with accessing all care, not
just reproductive care. As legislators we can create an environment where hospitals can recruit
physicians to practice here. It also shows that state lawmakers trust science and trust doctors to
do their jobs.

Many of these TRAP laws have already been challenged in the courts and in the case of the 24
hour waiting period, 6 week heartbeat bill and medical prescribing restrictions have been
overturned due to the Constitutional Amendment.

Furthermore, this bill contains language that would protect both patient and provider data
regarding reproductive health care decisions from being accessed by third parties, such as out-of-
state entities and law enforcement. It also protects employees from being discriminated against
by their employer for any reproductive care decision that they make. In the medical field,
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patient-provider privacy protections are of utmost importance, which is why we felt it necessary
to include them in this bill.

Over 2 million Ohioans voted to enshrine reproductive freedom in our state constitution last
November. This legislation is simply ensuring that all of our state laws are now in agreement
with that amendment. It is cost effective and would save taxpayers unnecessary lawsuits to
appeal each and every restriction that has passed over the years. As legislators we need to
recognize that reproductive care is extremely popular in addition to being safer than pregnancy.
Abortion, like any other medical decision, should be made by a patient and their provider, not by
politicians. Thank you for your time today, and | will now turn it over to Rep. Liston.



