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Thank you, Chairman Wiggam, Vice Chair Dean, Ranking Member Brennan, and the members
of the State and Local Government Committee for allowing me to speak in support of HB 409 to

create the Ohio Cold War Victory medal.

This bill was inspired by a call from a constituent and veteran urging me to implement the
creation of a Cold War medal. This was inspired by the introduction of the Agent Orange Service
Medal federally in 2023:. He stated that many men and women from Ohio who have served
during the Cold War have not been thoroughly commended, and the establishment of the Ohio

Cold War Victory Medal would work to correct that.

During the Cold War, many Ohioans laid down their lives defending the sanctity of our ideals
and our freedoms, with even more left wounded or MIA. The bravery and undeniable heroism it
takes to willingly put your own life at risk at the expense of safeguarding the lives and freedoms
of American citizens must be further recognized. As it stands, there is no official medal, neither
federally nor within Ohio, that is designated to recognize these veterans and emphasize their
outstanding commitment to our nation and its people during the Cold War. Texas: and Louisiana:
have already taken action to implement their own Cold War Medal, and there has been
legislation introduced in Congress to create one on the Federal level-. This bill would allow for

Cold War veterans to be granted further recognition from the state of Ohio.

To apply for the Ohio Cold War Victory Medal, an applicable veteran must:

o fill out a simple application;



e pay a fee no greater than the cost of producing the medal;
« and prove they fit the following prerequisites: being a member of the National Guard for
18 months from the time of September 2, 1945, through December 26, 1991, was an Ohio

resident when enlisted, and was not discharged dishonorably.

The bill also implements the creation of the Ohio Cold War Victory Medal Fund, consisting of
application fees, investment earnings of the fund, and any appropriations made by the general
assembly. This bill requires the Director of Veterans Services to establish a program for
distribution of the Ohio Cold War Victory Medal to eligible participants who apply. Ohio strives
to be the standard for how states recognize their veterans. Honoring those who protect our
freedom is our obligation as legislators, and the creation of the Cold War Medal would fulfill an

overdue commendation to those who served.

Thank you again to Chair Wiggam, Vice Chair Dean, Ranking Member Brennan, and to the
members of the State and Local Government Committee for allowing me to speak on HB 409. |

am happy to answer any questions you may have.
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